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During my 5 years as an IELTS examiner in China, I have seen thousands of Chinese IELTS
candidates perform OK in the speaking interview.

Most people would agree that an OK score in speaking is S or 6.

Many students now realise that a score of 5 or 6 for speaking is not enough for their study
requirements and this is why 1 wrote this book.

Many students spend months preparing for the IELTS speaking test and still find it difficult to
score 7 or higher. In fact some candidates actually score lower than they potentially could have
scored. There are a few reasons behind this poor performance and these will be discussed in detail
throughout this book, but one major factor is the lack of quality material available for IELTS speaking
preparation.

As an IELTS examiner, [ am able to precisely separate the differences in spoken English ability
resulting in different [ELTS speaking scores—this knowledge provides the basis for this book.

" There are a number of IELTS speaking books on the market but this book aims to break new
ground by focusing on how to prepare for and achieve a speaking score of 7 (or maybe higher). All
of the skills and strategies presented in this book are typical of a high scoring speaking candidate.

This book is intended for anyone who intends to take the IELTS test; it will also help leaners of
English improve their speaking skills. It is suitable for both classroom use and self-study.

EHETEHERELA TN S FHEL, REDHEUTIHNPEREL LB T 0ETK,
KEBARA B BEERGRBLIEHA S 2K 62
REFSFLERRE . SQHOAWBRUEL KA URRANNEIER, XRREXT
AHHERE,
WEFAERTHEARAEEREDE, HRALBRH T 2R EFTHAKNRE#R, L L
AEELNRGHFRALE MO BIFTR, — LR EERT XM EEN RS, KFHEXEX
MEEEFARN, EXP - NTERETRAEAZRZELER B OBEHRTNFMHB,
CHRELE, EXRERRUELRB O BEQBFANE LXK F I ERANZA—XE
RAH NG e,
THEXTREEOELFRNGHFD N, EAF EERBIERAXELARE 72 (REH)
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As an IELTS examiner, | tested speaking candidates in
most Chinese cities. 1 have often heard stories about
candidates in certain cities getting higher scores than others,
for example, “Candidates in Beijing get higher scores than
candidates in Wuhan.” This is actually an “IELTS myth”
and there is no truth in this theory. In reality, there is a
nationwide trend of score averages and although some tests
may contradict this trend on certain dates, the scoring
average is quite consistent.

On average, 15~20% of candidates score below 5
(mostly 4); 60% of candidates score S5; 15~20% of
candidates score 6; less than 5% score 7; a very small
number of candidates score 8 or 9. (In my 5 year
career of IELTS testing in China, which covered
around 4,000 interviews 1 did not award a single
speaking 9!)

From these numbers we can make the assumption that
in general, Chinese candidates find it quite easy to score 5,
but there are clearly some problems with scoring 6, 7 and 8.

[ always begin a new IELTS speaking class by asking
my students what score they need for speaking and the
response is usually:

40% need a speaking score of 6;
60% need a speaking score of 7.

Clearly, most candidates are scoring below their
required score in the speaking test. We can assume part of

the problem rests in their preparation for the speaking test

s Chinese Performance,

B L TRV Rt TR TR P

T Sy ey uili s

EREREE . EEHEPRRS
Bokii £ SRR DIEER, REH
W 3| 3 L 3 T 05 A B bE 55— SE0
WHE AL BERRBE. .
“IEEARE A R A S R
AR X T HER B B, B
HaBELE, T bFE—1T2R
MRS, BRA LB IRER
SR T] RS BRX R HANTE , (1
TSR X R o

SR, 15~20% (% 4 1B MK
F 557 (B8R 457):60% 9%/
K 551315~ 20% F 1858 6 51 A
Bl 5% BB AREISRI 7 45 HAME
HA8E 8 B 9 S (EHFE HHTHER
F'E S afin Bimitid sy 4000 ZEE.
MRBA AT NBAESTIE 9531

B A _E MR BRATAT LARERD, hI=
EEESHRES, BF 6. 788
SrE RS B A — AT .

R DIRPEIT BN £ H B
REZFEMINFEOELRXES S
Doy, BREHR:

40% B L HEBE 6 4
60% BB FEBP 74,

BR, REBHELEK O INSER
BABFMBIIER MRS RATIAK
WA EEHE S 13 O IES RN AA
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because most candidates achieve their desired score for | %, HAKBEELW A1, Wik, GE
listening, reading and writing (although the writing test has its | KHFMEARIB(BARABERAHRA
own problems—these will be dealt with in another book). SRR ER— AP .

We can now ask the question: Why do so many Chinese IAERAOT LA R X BE— N [R] 7 .
candidates have problems scoring 6 or higher for | At AX AL PEELRESZH 6
speaking? 43S B ) 43 B

Look at the following reasons and decide which you FLUT RIS RIEN , RIAR

think are the most accurate in answer to the question above, | BF JLA™BE 55 Y i H (5] 25 L 1 A4 [l &L,
put a cross (X) beside any reasons which you think are not true. | ZEARIAHANERMFEEFIT L(X).,

a) The questions are too difficult. f
b) The candidates are nervous.
¢) The candidates haven’t had enough practice.
d) The candidates make lots of grammar mistakes.
¢) The examiners are too strict.
f) The candidates give too many boring answers.
| g) The candidates didn’t know enough about the topics.
h) The candidates have poor pronunciation.
i) The examiner didn’t agree with the candidates’ opinions.

j) The candidates didn’t communicate effectively.

k) The candidates have a Chinese accent.

1) The candidates didn’t answer the questions directly.

m) The candidates didn’t understand the question fully.

n) The candidates had no experience of talking with foreigners.

| o) The candidates think in a Chinese way (with Chinese logic).
p) The candidates can’t express their ideas clearly.
q) The candidates were unfamiliar with the examiner’s accent.
r) The examiner talks too quickly.
s) The candidates are not used to speaking in English.

| t) The candidates speak too slowly.

Which 3 reasons are the most accurate? If you are R 3 NRIKNEYER? RIS
working in a class group, compare your reasons with your | TiRE/NH ST | HERE A R A
partner. PRAKFER B —T

The Real Reason

Some of the reasons on the last page influence FHEHA W EEEERRSE
your speaking score but in fact the main reason why | w4 () iESH, EZ2HPEE

’DﬂLéﬂGLISH Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn
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most Chinese candidates fail to score 6 or higher is
because :

-, .
4 ThA Cnaalin< Fant tn Ahina

HEARREEE] 6 BB MBI EE
JRP SR -

Do not Fully Understand How the Speaking Test Is Marked =~

When we take tests of any kind, one of the most
important things to know is how the test is actually marked.

As an example, let’s forget about IELTS for a while and
consider a driving test. Anyone who is preparing for a
driving test knows exactly what the driving test examiner is
looking for, and they work on perfecting these particular
aspects of their driving skills. They don’t simply get in the

car and “do some driving for an hour”,

Most people who take the IELTS speaking test don’t
know what the IELTS examiner is looking for, so most
candidates just go into the interview room and “do some
speaking in English for 15 minutes”. As a result, many
candidates miss the whole point of the speaking test and

their score is usually below 6.

In the next section we will look in detail at the marking
system of the IELTS speaking test, but first it is important to
think about the basic elements of scoring.

The IELTS speaking test is a test of your spoken
English language ability.

Most people either don’t know this or they don't
understand the importance of this fact. Many candidates
seem to focus in the wrong way. Because the speaking test is
based ona “question—answer” format, many people focus

far too much on “answering” the questions.

Obviously, candidates are required to answer the
question, but what they may not realise is that the examiner
doesn’t give marks for the actual answer. The marks are
given for the “language content” of the answer—not the
answer itself. It is possible to answer every question

“correctly” and still get a low score (4 or 5).

The examiner is not asking questions because he / she
needs answers, There are no correct or incorrect answers in
the speaking test.

KRRATBIEM—FER, &
SR T N Z— IR IF PR

RATE BA R E A —A .
T BB EH A BT E IR E
HAEEEESH A, TRRKRE
B HERB TR,
A S AR HHEN T AT —
NRETTE

K2 BOME B 0T % A 3 R E
EHEEMF A, Nl R REi#
B BEE P 15 PR, &
FARSE £ BAE DB E S,
BRMTBAELERT 6 2

FET—5, WATHRMARRAE
BORERIEMEAR, BRYEATE
FEBIVEEER,

S8 1 IR — %
HIEA 1R S M

ZRABATE X — S H W
IR X — s BB, TREH
AR E SR FTRE . BT 1A
FiABAE ERRAFRNEE
X, MFEANT FRETE"T,

BR, BLETERERE, B4
AREHRAERT, FEHRAERE
HIE MBS o S BURARTE
“BRNA —MARERE ST
o BRI IR BB
REAUL(RA 4, 5 4 HIETTREM

ZH R ARE Rt / A8
BHEMNEHER, DEFRNER
TRl IER" 5 iR Z 5
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There are two basic types of answer:

[A] An answer to thﬁe(‘luostlon
“How often do you go.to the cinema?”
“Once a month.” |

[‘B] A rwponse focused‘ on language
“What's your fvourite colour?” ' » "

.

““Well,!to be quite honest, | don’t.really have an actual favourite,colour but | guess that if |

- weresbuying clothes, then I'd usually go for somethmg like blue or grey—you know, kind

_of dull-colours, nothing too bright. ”

The examiner gives marks for language ability not
information, so answer A would actually get a very low
mark. (There is some language ability here—3 words, so
answers like these might finally get a score of 4.)

Answer B does not focus on “answering” the question,

instead it focuses on showing as much language ability as

EEEMET RS MAS MER
{FRIV, ML, HR A RAEHRK
5. (X3P FRERBEAIT TR
HEFREN, BETRER 218 4 50 )

ERBHBEAWET EIE"R
B, MRS RRE RN . XAR

possible. This is the type of answer that a candidate needs to | z4-18 7 4> 7 % 2 1) YL 7Y 7] 2,
consistently produce to get a score in the region of 7.
First Language Interference

The speaking test is scored on a band system from HiEE R TR 9 2§, 5%

0~9. A score of 0 is someone who cannot speak any English
at all. A score of 9 is someone who can speak English in the
exactly the same way as an educated native speaker of
English. So the higher scores 6, 7 and 8 are quite near to
“native-speaker style English”. This is where our next

problem occurs.

When we speak a second language most people are
heavily influenced by their first language. (Regardless of
what these languages are.)

This causes problems because as we have just seen, to
get a higher score for speaking it is essential to produce
“native speaker style English”, but in fact most candidates
produce Chinese style spoken English. In other words, they

speak English in a similar way to how they speak Chinese.

It is not easy to instantly change your style of speaking,
but one important step is to first consider the style of your
first language and compare this with the style of the second

S AR—AIIEBALHHEA, T
18 9 i A M IGER XN FE Z 3
HE M LSER AR A—R. B
. 86,7, 8 SHBAEMNEIRIER
R A SR . XRR RN T ey
) AT 7E o

RKEBANEZRFTHRRARE
B LR RRAER, (RERHA
i'ﬁi_l'—_;:ﬂ )

X BLT R, anFRATTHT AT
REM, DIRGRSRREEEV
"AEEIFET, MBLESHEE
MR TR, T2, BIE
WUPFSLE I PR

Iy b U B A Y DR R I A
A5, MHEN—-SREEET R
MR, BEREHE A
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language. Basically to be able to speak English in the style of
a native speaker, it is necessary to compare spoken Chinese
with spoken English.

When you can recognise the differences between these
two speaking systems, it will be much easier to work on
removing elements of your first language influence from

your second language speech.

Building a clear picture of how these two spoken
languages differ makes it easier to produce a more
“authentic style” of English.

Think about the way you speak your first language
(most likely Chinese).

Try to list some points based on the style that
native-speakers actually speak your language.

Remember, we are not thinking about the actual
language system here; we are dealing with the way that
language is commonly used in its spoken form.

The next section deals with this important step.

FHIXAS R . —BiR ., #2UU
A Ak PSR 2 R 2 SR 3
WRF DR HT

THRXPMERERIZENE .
HIBREHEX B _ER R RRES
B/BET,

ME R DR 25 S E 4
BRI il %

AR AT BERE 6 (TR TT fi
R, |

B 52 AR A R A DEREE
i 5 XU AT R LA

R RIXEIHEHOARR LR
MIMBANME S ARG, MR KIEFTER
AP RERER,

THEENMEX—HEELR,
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This first point may sound strange but in fact it is easy
to understand.

Different languages can be easily distinguished by the
amount of words that native speakers produce in normal
speech.

Ask the following question in your first language—
Chinese (ask your partner if you are using this book in class);
try to answer in a natural style: “What food do you like
eating?”

Now think about your (or your partner’s) answer. Try to
repeat the answer exactly as it was given. How many actual
words did the answer contain?

Now ask the same question in English to a native
speaker of English (if you can find one). Ask your teacher if
you are using this book in class. Again the answer should be
as natural as possible. How many actual words did the

answer contain?
Hopefully the result should be quite clear.

As a spoken Chinese operates quite

language,
“economically”. Native speakers of Chinese are able to hold
conversations and communicate effectively using small
amounts of language. The way that Chinese has developed
as language means that users of the language are able to
exchange precise and exact ideas or concepts using a limited

amount of words in their speech.

Spoken Chinese can therefore be described as an
“economical” language. In simple terms, spoken Chinese

doesn’t waste words.

‘The Economics of Languagei s «

X— AR HENT b RTREE, (HRE
PR E1RA 5 B o

AFRMET TUREREELE
HESRPAEANRRAKERS
IR 4y

PR B9 B ——0E 5] T T
A& CIRAAIERE EE NS,
IAREIK PRI, HRE LA E
R REIE: “RERIZ 47

BRTE S0 R (SR BR OK B ) B 25
R, HXFHERIBERER, BTRE
BEILAMA?

R, AZEEm— M HERTGE
AN (ISR AR RE R 2 6975 ) (3 [R] # 49
Bl GRURMI7ERE EERHS,
AT FUBR I, R4, EIEdRR
AREAR. BEREATEZH?

HFELGERKBMS W,

Wil fER—FOSKER, Phi
REEMFIE" . LDUENEHER
A AR 00 7 X 5 8 e A O 4T
Rifio DURKBMAET W IAE
Bk H B A R A IR F A3
A 0 ) L R R

Ak, BUHE O IRR TR E
Fo MBMEE, DUEDRREEIE,
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Spoken English on the other hand is quite
“uneconomical”—it requires large amounts of words to
communicate even basic ideas. In other words, spoken

English wastes words.

This is our first major difference between spoken
English and Chinese.

As a result of this, your IELTS responses should be

longer than your natural spoken Chinese language

response.

73— Hi, FEVHE R R AR
AR T—EERARN R
BEAKRMNIAG, 72, Kkl
B,

XA DBEHE—NFE
o

Bt , %4 6 R O iE il

[va) £ £ [ %8 1o 2% L5 1 DL [ 2%
BEK,

" The Location of Key Information

Over the years 1 have often heard people describe
English as a “direct language”.

In fact, this description is quite inaccurate. English is
actually a very indirect language. Try listening to any British
politician speaking in Parliament and you will certainly

agree with me here.

Chinese on the other hand is a direct language when it
is spoken. Ask and answer the following question in

Chinese: “When do you usually listen to music?”

In Chinese, the answer would probably begin with a
“time”, any details or explanations probably came after the
key information or answer. For example, “At weekends or

the evenings... (because + details)”

If the same question is asked in English, it is more
likely that the details or explanations came first and the
actual answer or key information came towards the end of

the response.

It is a good idea to visualise the two answers as
triangles:

Chinese answer (begins with key information)
1 X brhd> Ea - X\

BN, EEEFHWARIGE
BOHBTEMIHT .

b, X E AHER
HESGERAERT L. FERTW
— W E R FHHIAR—E
SMFEH MR

MXEBEHEXRD T EBR
T Y, FDUE R ) 3 B2 LU )
. PR ARHE R

DU P18 R LB ) "I 3k
At ) — 2 4R Y SR8 A 1 A AR 1 B
EXBERRERZF. Him: "
R b -eeoe- CRUH -+ 4380 )”

SNSRI ] FRE Y ), IR
MY MEEES SR, W
SR B 2 SR R OR BREAS JE 7 o] 2 1
KR

M= LA St R /R X P
FhE R 2o

English answer (begins with details)

{32 /m=s)

9
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Redundant Language ‘s =hsioon.
Many language scientists (linguists) agree that spoken HEMRESHRSERGES

English contains “approximately 50% redundant language. ) FHINHBE DB — R BT,

Redundant language can be described as words that don’t | 7 A3 W AL & LA KBS

contain meaning or words that do not alter the meaning of | (& & (4)ia)iE , 33X SR G158 ¥ AR
our message. These words and phrases are often described | fk*3HEIHFIE",

as “conversational fillers”.

Anyone who wants to speak English in a native-speaker Ea Ak + FIEM KBS
style must use examples of these words and phrases. | Fxstif%iE  WEHEFTIETRE S

Conversational fillers may appear at the beginning, in the | #4)y AR,
middle or at the end of our spoken sentences.

Although spoken Chinese does contain some kind of PGES A TLA, {8 AT/ T
redundant language, the actual amount is much lower than | s509%  (10% 4%, )
50%. (Somewhere around 10%.)

Look at the following example:

“Well you know my‘hometown London is kind of like huge you know. I mean it’s actually
€normous maybé éven the big:g'é's‘t ‘city in Europe. So really if you live there, it’s sort of amazing
really. You can do almost anything you want. Like you know there’s so many things to do, and |
guess that’s why I love living there.” (about 60 words)

Now look at the same message without the redundant language.

“My hometown London is huge, maybe the biggest city. in Europe, If you live there it’s
amazing. You can do anything: you want. There are so many things to do. That’s why I love
living there.” (36 words)

With not exactly 50% redundant language but very F-FhRETEREBAE—EHN
close, the message in the first answer is exactly the same as | Jia], THERME _F N K52 L
the message in the second answer. —F,

If you are speaking English in the same way that you SRR HFIUEIRRE I RIE,
speak Chinese, you will not be producing this important | S ¥ SHEIENIFRN AL 8FR",
“native-speaker feature” of spoken English. There are many | %FTiFER A5 L HF.
examples of redundant language.

’ DﬂLE&G.i&H
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Another major difference between spoken Chinese and
spoken English is that Chinese tends to recycle vocabulary.

Spoken Chinese conversations are often structured in a
way that focuses on closed questions, in particular “yes / no”

questions.

Look at the following example: “Is the food delicious?”
The natural answer in Chinese would probably be either:
“Yes, it’s delicious.” or “No, it's not delicious.” (followed
by a reason) In spoken Chinese it is perfectly normal to

recycle vocabulary in this way.

On the other hand, spoken English doesn’t normally do
this. One of the reasons is because English conversations
contain fewer closed questions and many more open

questions, Example: “What’s the food like?"”

This difference is very important in the IELTS speaking
test.

Look at the following question: “Do you like animals?”

If the candidate answers in a spoken Chinese style, the
answer would probably begin with: “Yes I like animals...

especially...”

In this answer the candidate is actually relying on the
language in the question to form the answer. The candidate
is not offering the examiner any original language.

We can see that vocabulary recycling has a negative
effect on your score for two reasons. Firstly, native English
speakers do not do it. Secondly, the examiner will penalise

the candidate for copying the language in the question.

This point is discussed in more detail in the section on

vocabulary.

~ "Vocabulary Recycling

TP OES - EERE
AAETFIGEEME TEZLAIA.

DUEXHEH R ME T4 R
[, RHR R/ B R,

HETHNAD: "RYFE
" FDLIR 128 B R I "R
Az, " CGEEUWBIER) DA
AEPXMERAAARRRE
o

H—JiE, FKifOE R
BHERE, FEZ—#RRERE
FRGERA R AL, mE xR
AEE, Pim: “BRYELR? 7

XX AN EREEOEERPIE
BEE, '

E T WA REREhg? "

WRE A RIGEDEFREZ,
BREXHL: "By, REKS
I 1 [ - N

XBEEERUMBEDREST
R, MBEH AL ERA— LK
BAE-

HILE R, ERAAXRIAR
AARF, B, ALEEARHFXH
ERIM. HK, FERXREZER
RIS AR S T4y,

X— A EA B X T RIS
e R

Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.yvn


HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


5&@-{5"

Another key difference between spoken English and

spoken Chinese is that spoken English is heavily graded.
In other words, native speakers of English usually speak
in degrees. English often uses “shades of different mean-
ings”. In contrast, spoken Chinese is usually “black or
white”.

Look at the following example question: “Do you like
watching TV?”

Now look at the following answers:

Yes I really like watching TV...
1 guess I'm quite fond of watching TV...

RULBEXA—-NEEEHNE
HIE DA TR B B U8 P 1
Mo BFZ, LSRR EHERER R
M##HRBIE TR EEBH A
RIS RIS o HEZTF, Wik
CEER BES,

BETEHMRASE: “REREHR
e "

For the most part, I would probably say that I quite like watching TV.., -

To some extent I would say [ like' watching TV...
Well, I wouldn't say I'actually like watching TV...

Well, Isuppose you.could probably say that I'm fond of watching TV...

Do I like watching TV...well it’s hard to say...

The examples above display a common feature of
spoken English—the use of “speaking in degrees”.

Chinese answers usually begin with a definite and
clearly defined yes or no followed by supporting reasons.

There are more examples of this aspect of English later
in the book.

In this section we have explored the differences
between the way that native speakers produce Chinese and
English. There are obviously exceptions to these differences
on both sides, but our aim is not really to analyse
language—our aim is to discover ways to produce native-
speaker style English.

# .  Summary of the Differences between
# 1 Spoken English and Spoken Chinese

LA E B A BT 9E3E O pY 3
FIFHE—" s iE = A .

DU EEERET kL&A
BRREESE, AREEURA,

EBEEMSHEESER
fRAEEA

A B T LIS R iE
FEAFEHARE B FEH TR
MER. YRXLERX THMIES
WEBISNZ AL, ERIOZFELRR LS,
PriE= N B, MRENIALLRE
FIRE R A T W,

Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn


HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


Hopefully we have highlighted some basic features of
native-speaker style Chinese. It is likely that in the past

many of these features were present in your spoken English.

As we have already stated, a high score in the IELTS
speaking test is given when the candidate produces language
which is similar to native-speaker style English.

The first step to achieving a higher score in the speaking
test is to start speaking English in the following way:

® Give longer responses.
® Avoid being too direct.

Use fillers and redundant language.
® Don’t recycle vocabulary.
® Try to speak in degrees.

These basic points are the first step in producing a
native-speaker style English.

The next section deals with the marking system in
detail.

HETEMRELEEREDH
PSR, TRATREXLEAFAE & 22 1 B
HRIFEEDED

AT, R O E RS
B4 B AT E R T A LR
i,

#% T w7 IR SEE R~ RS
NiERSHE—2:

o FEEEK MIEEE I,
o RS TERT X4,
o ERIRFEERTIAL

o REEH A,

o UHEE BT AL

X LR P AR 1 KU SR SR
— N EELK,

FT—HE B,
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2 The Marking System
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- The IELTS speaking test is marked according to a care-
fully designed marking system. All speaking examiners use
exactly the same marking system and use it in the same way.

The marking system is divided into four sections:

® Fluency and Coherence
® Lexical Resource (Vocabulary)
® Grammatical Range and Accuracy

® Pronunciation

This marking system is a printed document which
the examiner refers to whilst listening to your spoken
English. The sections are divided into scores in the
following way:

)‘.

A Tho WS O b nn

FER DR AR O BT
O REHITIVS . DEZ BT
HRBPERHE

PEAMRHES ARG .

o Wi SERM

* I

o BHEHARH SR
* &%

A RESBATE R, £H
ST PR A S IS
150 P RME S AR R AR r A8
TREN R

Band Fluency and Lexical Resource | Grammatical Range Pronunciation
Coherence and Accuracy

7 !Detailed description of

'the language features

needed to score a 7 in

this section.
6
5

|

Each box in the table contains a very detailed b B EREAL A BN FEAE

description of the features required for that score in that
section. The box for “Fluency and Coherence 7" contains a
50-word detailed description of all of the things a candidate
must do to get a score of seven in this section. Directly
above and below the examiner can see the descriptions for 8
and 6, in this way the examiner can listen to your language
in the interview and decide carefully which description best
fits your laneuace.

BERIRANITSM s, I WA SR
T A2 50 MEMHRE , VIghELE
TEEEZITIK 7T TR ER, X
ELTEREETS MK S 4K
6 STHIERHE, XK, B EREEAWE
R DR B BIBERRES

e HEBR O VR SE | 1 T HBE— 53 2
TR HOR RS A MEE KR
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It is important to understand this because many people
do not realise that, for example, a score of 7 for “Lexical
Resource” can only be awarded if your vocabulary exactly

fits the description in that box.

The descriptions are written in professional linguistic
terms so it would not be very useful to reproduce them here.
Instead, the following section will translate into simple
terms the language features a candidate must produce to

achieve scores of 6, 7 and 8.

£ 1.Fluency and Coherence (Scored 1~9)

In general terms, the score for “Fluency and Coher -
ence” refers to the way that the candidate speaks.

The features described in the marking system for this
section include:

® Ability to produce long responses

® How easily the candida}g can produce long responses

® The amount of hesitation

® The speed of speech

® Use of discourse markers / linking phrases /
connectives

® The amount of self-correction

Fluency and Coherence 6

ALETHRIERRNNNAEZE
AEARHE AL — I8 7 T EA
LK SRR o

R ER BT EE W ARIE
HATRRE, XEALRBAEFER, T
i, RINARGRMETNRT X4
BEZENS 6.7 F1 8 3BT LME
KRBIMIEERHEER,

— R, WA S E R —TRY
BAEEE LR RETRE X,

PEIRA BRI B ok 1B S
s

o I VL B

* BLEEAKAORARE

o RBREUEK

o i |

o WA / ST /
HERE AN

« BREEHRKY

According to the marking system, the examiner will
award a 6 in this section if the candidate produces the
following features:

® Be able :and willing ‘to produce long responses to
most questions.

® Produce ‘a range of different linking words /

© phrases..

¢ Linking phrases are sometimes used incorrectly.

® Use some “marker”’

language).. .
® There is some . hesitation / repetition / self-

language (eg, redundant

-c‘\”Af\f; An

R\, FELXEXT
WAABERFRHEUTRANELELT
6 51

o % A Xt T R 2 4019 R e 4 9F
FTFHEARAEE,

o (FR—EBBRRFRELE

o ORSEE.

o DRI EEGIEG R,
o & F — s bR E 4 (B
m, JriF).

o RUFH—EHEW/BE /B
BEIF. \
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So from the above, it is clear that a Fluency 6 is the

B ARH, ZINE 6 2 EHRES

score where candidates begin to produce native-speaker | 4= FEAS T DAZEE K 0 [B] 2 Fp iR Bl K
style language features in longer answers. EA LA
A Fluency 5 lacks most of these features. HIAE 5 4 W B R E % £ K[
BEARRE FRKESHRHE
Fluency and Coherence 7 o
The examiner will award 7 in this section if the XEHSEXMNEPSBIES
candidate can produce the following: AT EHERESE$T 7 4
s Can produce‘loﬁg ‘resp’bnses easily. ) ﬁafﬂg&*’&iﬁﬁ Hi {{’B‘J o
¢ Produces a wide range of linking words, phrases o EiEBA&MEEMIENT,
and connectives. SEIE AR,
¢ Uses different linkers in a flexible way. o R G A M EREE,
® Reésponses are relevant to the topic. o [EEYAEE,
o There is some hesitation / repetition' / self- e RIFALBKEE/ER/
correction (but these do not affect understanding CHBEEFE (BARAEMIEEM
and meaning). F#), D

From the above it can be concluded that a Fluency 7 is

awarded when the responses are usually long and they

HILETH, %58 7 P EREE
EZERKAEE, FAEAEPEE

contain a larger quantity of linking devices (redundant | KR HZEEMES (TUIA%).
language etc. )
Fluency and Coherence8 N

The examiner will give 8 in this section if the candidate EEBSEXNBIEHESH
can produce the following features of language: AU THIERESTT 8 43

® Fluent use of a wide range of linking language
features.

- Qccasional hesitation / repetition.

® I ong responses are easily delivered and are directly
relevant to the topic.

e Use features

accurately.

cohesive (linking  phrases)

A Fluency and Coherence 8 score is very close to

native speaker level.

o AIMTFRAKRBERZMRIE,

o BAREW/ER,

o BRMERKAIAERIE
¥R, o

o - HERH R E B E R RRE
H (EEMWEE).

BIR 8 N EKRE S R RIRRE
ERHEH BIKF .
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Bt Summary of Fluency and Coherence &l

Many people believe that the “Fluency” score is based
on the speed and flow of speech. From the marking system
descriptions it can be seen that these aspects are only a small
part of the actual score.

The most important aspect of your “Fluency and
Coherence” score is the length of your response and your
use of cohesive features such as linking words, discourse

markers, connectives and redundant phrases.

Problems with Fluency and Coherence

WE AN HA T — IR 5
FETIEEMAG . BN LR
HERRR AT A3, X8 LR RN 54
H—/NERST R

“WHEERN" W8S ERE
F 0 ] BB A R 2 B AR A
MFHERIBGE R, anREKIA) | 1R 4R
g R R ITR A

The most common problem that Chinese candidates
face in this section of the marking system is that they focus
too heavily on answering the question. In other words, their
answers contain “information content” but lack the language
to link these ideas together.

Look at the following example:

"“What do you like about your hometown?”

FERFR AR E , PR
1 X Y 5 DL B R A AT T
HEERGAL, T2, BIIHE
RAARRE", MR E
REFERNIAFR.

“My hometown is Wuhan. Wuhan is very modemn so [ like the buildings. All over the city

there are lots of new interesting buildings being built. When I was younger most of the buildings

looked the same so it wasn’t as attractive as it is nowadays. "

The answer above is not a bad answer. In fact the
grammar is fairly complex and accurate; it is not too short. The
problem with this answer is that it lacks cohesive features.

Now compare the following answer:

PAERMEHAE, HE, ME
MIRRANY R A MR, AT RAR
. RBRERT ERERIE,

“Well you know, my hometown is Wuhan and you might not know this but Wuhan is very

modern, g0 | suppose | would have to say I like the buildings. Actually, all over the city there are
lots of new interesting buildings being built. In fact, it's quite interesting to consider that when |

was younger most of the buildings looked the same, so you know it wasn’t as attractive as it is

nowadays.”

The content in the answer above is exactly the same as
the first answer. The difference in this second answer is that
the information is linked using native-speaker style cohesive
features. The answer above would most likely be typical of a

Fluency and Coherence 7 or 8. (There is a section later

ZERESFE-NERONETTE
—f, AR AERNEREAT
A 4 B A B TR (K,
ERERKWA G ERE"—TR
AR 78 . (RFIBEFHER

Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn


HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


’Dﬂu&mdﬂl

which deals with cohesive language in detail.)

A second problem with coherence is when candidates

avoid the question by talking about something else.
Look at the following example:

“What sports-do.you like?”

2 Thnul\ﬂarblil&iﬁl’g\li:fnm

PERIR, A fE /T )
A—MRTFEREMNPEET

% He X Bir v () B AR, TR A
A

“I don’t like sports. I like:computer games. My favourite :computer game is Counter Strike
and this game is very popular in China now. I like counter strike because...”

This situation happens quite often in the speaking test.
If it happens once or twice the examiner probably won’t
change your score. If it happens frequently then your
“Fluency and Coherence” will be reduced.

Many people (even examiners) call this section as the

“ "
vocabulary” score.

There are some common misunderstandings about how

this score is awarded.

I have often been asked the following question: “How
many words do I need to know to get a vocabulary score
of 77"

This question is almost impossible to answer because
the marking system does not base the “Vocabulary” score

on how many words you know.

The “Vocabulary” section of the marking system is
based on the type of words you use and how you use
them.

The language points featured in this section of the

marking system include:

® Ability to use less common words

e Use of idiomatic language

® Paraphrasing (explaining words that you don’t know)
* Ability to talk about unfamiliar topics

® Ability to convéy precise meaning

RXAMAREOEF R RLHE.
HERHA—RRUAZETENEE
oo [BANRE BT, BN
RS E R AR

WMENEEREE ) BHRXH
D2 5 M 5

%A XIS B I E R
E—lk:bﬁﬁc

ZHA NNEE T WX A E)S
“REEZ AL RENCSA S
7452 "

AN LF IR R, A iA)
L4 P EARHEF A RARSE RNC &
BRI R

AR EIL A KPR R e R
HRUEE A B A M RNC X R A R
T R E Y o

AR SY B VE 5 B HE X TR FRAE
HIBR AL A -

o [ FHAER HIANCAORE

o SJIBEMEH

o B (R A A TLE AL )
* RIS A TEERRE S

o YR FRLS U BE

21

Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn


HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


"‘& ,
DOL ENGLISH

Lexical Resource 6

. — -

A candidate will score 6 in this section if he / she can

produce the following features:

° Can produce vocabulary for most topics in some

“ ;vocabulary gaps :by susing ; other .

yords U segsnt e Uy i+
* Does not confuse meaning by using vocabulary

mcorrectly;

A Lexical Resource 6 is not difficult to score. In
general, Chinese candidates can score 6 in this section quite
easily because they usually know quite a lot of English
words and have prepared vocabulary for most topics. If a
candidate fails to paraphrase or explain *“vocabulary gaps”

this may reduce the score to 5 in some cases.

Lexical Resource 7

B A LTS 70X A
AR 6 5

f%@@mﬂmﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁk
gﬁﬁ@w; »

wﬁ%&mamm*m&mg
1‘—’]?120’ SRR, YL

« R B M it AT
’ﬁlﬁT{ﬁﬁo, R

“FERCER 6 FHAHE. Bk
i, PREESEEEEX NI RESS
26 4r, PIOMLNTER ¥R T KBHME
I, 3 B F RSB ENC AR
TR HIER o ARE 4 R ARRERE
A ENC, XATRES(E IR 5 2

A score of 7 in this section requires examples of the
following features:

® A range of vocabulary to talk about a wide vanety of
topics in detail.
. Examples of uncommon words.
‘® Some use of idiomatic language.
“® _Some:examples of collocation.
® Ability to successfully explain “vocabulary gaps”.
® Some vocabulary my still be used incorrectly.

The Lexical Resource 7 score is quite different to the 6
score because it needs some examples of complex
vocabulary skills (a 6 doesn’t require this). One of the most
common reasons why candidates fail to score 7 is because
they don’t include idiomatic vocabulary. Idiomatic
vocabulary can cover many aspects including slang,
idiomatic sayings and phrasal verbs. (There is a section on
vocabulary later in the book which offers examples of
idioms for many topics). Another reason why candidates fail
to score 7 in this section is because there are no examples of

uncommol

EF A LT RE % XA
40118 7 43

© HEPEMPIREHE@T
BIAIC, ,

o HHERERRALCKHEIF.

o fEd I —L83iE,

o —SLiR A AT .

o R MREREA T ARE D .

o i —SiFT AR,

LA 7056 rHERKE
5, BRAERE—&FHa0EC 6
(17 6 5P WAXFER ), HATAES
B 7 43 M I 35 1) RN 2 — 76 Tt
WAHABE. RIERSERETE,
AEEE | BEANSIEEE. (AP
JEHBA R IR FIFEY
BIEEH) . HEREBH 7005
Sb—NRHETFRIRAEEZEER
RN s imE# R AR A .
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Lexical Resource 8

iy
AL L AT L A

A score of 8 will awarded if the candidate shows:

*A widq; rv}ocabula’r.yi range—enough for all topics.

] Vocabulary is used to_give precise and exact
meanings, . '

® Use a range of uncommon words and idioms
correctly, '

* Explain.ideas using uncommon vocabulary.

In many ways the score of 8 is similar to 7. The main
difference is the amount of uncommon vocabulary and

idiomatic language.

Problems with_Lexical Resource

R AFAUTRENF EEX
#R5rA18 8 41

o REFAGEERANALR
o 571G B AE R MO 0

hER.

o EA— IR AT
Hifo |

o SERBUUTHER RIAICAEATLA

EIFZHHE, 805 70 ERM
tle ENKFEREXHETIERREL
FIRLIE B 68 IR

Generally speaking, the most common problem in this
section is the overuse of common words: “Beijing is a big
city.” In this example the word “big” is an example of very

basic vocabulary.

The candidate could have chosen any word to describe
Beijing but chose to produce an example of a very basic
adjective.

In contrast, “sprawling, cosmopolitan, politically-

important, fast-developing, colossal” are examples of
uncommon vocabulary and would have a positive effect on

the candidate’s “Vocabulary” score.

Candidates often neglect this area because they focus

too much on the answer to the question.

There is a section later in this book on vocabulary
building.

SRR, XFEBATBH WA 5] R
HEEREBALCHEALSE. &
“Beijing is a big city.”— % 7 “big” B
AR

% A 52 2 0] LARE B At
AT EEIL, AR R T X R
— AR R T AL

HMEZT, "R, RN,
BUAHEEY, RREAEN, EX
" XLEERARH AL, 23F4E
GUNNCIE I 2 cR

% A B A3t O R R R T
HEHZMXTTH,

ABFEKEITTIRIMMY K
WL &,

There are two aspects of this score— “range”
and “accuracy”. This score is often misunderstood because
many people helieve that a hich score i awarded if the

RS VF A IR R B
PR HER AN T . XA
W Z UGB BBRFERF NE
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candidate doesn't make any grammar mistakes. The score | & AN REFERNLEZRERR
in this section is based on a number of different factors | &H& 4. XIFAFHFFRETUT
including: AR EE R I ER :
e Sentence formation ° 4] _
® Use of clauses (subordinate etc.) o HAIRIEH(ATS)
* Use of complex structures o H AT
® Range of tense use o BIAHKAMMER
e Error density (the amount of errors in each o HERIERE( FMFPHER
sentence) . i) '
® The level of errors (whether the errors occur in basic i %ﬁﬁ%’](%ﬁtﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂi@
or complex structures) RERE i Bih)

Grammatical Range and Accuracy 6 =

The candidate will be awarded a 6 in this section if the EBERASUTHEMEL X
following is produced: N ER4r0148 6 43
® A mixture of both basic and complex structures. o HAMMER A RIMIES
® Basic structures are produced accurately. A, o
¢ Complex structures may contain errors, o MER (AR R,
® The grammar errors do - not seriously influence o RVFE Jm1 I IR
meaning of the sentence, o BHEAERA SRR AR,
® Tenses are usually formed correctly but not always o BFAMBLE N IES, HAW
used correctly. HERABRIER,
A score of 6 in this section is not difficult to achieve. EXANERAHEET 6 43, EER
The candidate’s language may contain quite a lot of | [\ A[fU& BAMERAHE, (HEEHER
grammar errors but these errors must occur in the examples | fE!IAEE ZuiBEkTt, RO
of complex grammar. There should be examples of different | & & FpRFEIATA . JLH 52 o) FI#
tense formation, in particular, perfect and continuous tenses. | #FHi,

Grammatical Range and Accuracy 7

A score of 7 is awarded when the candidate’s language EETEUTHENEETEX
contains the following aspects: NSy T 7 5
® A wide range of sentence structures and tenses. o R A RIS AT B M B
® Many examples of sentences without grammar 8 H,
errors. o ZRMFRATBLENR,
® Some small grammar errors. o AH—E/NMGIEERHENR,
The description of a Grammar score 7 is auite simple. CIREETT S ESREE R AR R TR R

"24 .
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The main point here is that the candidate must produce
many examples of sentences which do not contain errors.
Most basic sentence structures must be correct. There must
be examples of complex sentence structures and many
examples of subordinate clause structures. Modals (would,

could, should, may) should also be used correctly.There

KBNS ETHEENEHA TP
AR EHR, KEBEETB Y
MIEH . FHEMEIELLIEE—
S5 BRI N A K, B ASE
(would, could, should, may):% 45 fdi
Wi, NELTFEET—RIME

must be a range of different tenses (usually used correctly). | ZEL(FF{EHIIEH ).
Grammatical Range and Accuracy 8
The 8 score in this section is quite simple to describe. XER4Y 8 M ERHRIE R E .

® Wide range of grammar structures and features.

e Wide range of complex sentence structures used
correctly.

® Most sentences contain no grammar errors.

® There may be occasional grammar errors but these
are probably careless mistakes and do not affect

meaning,

An 8 score is awarded when the candidate can produce
examples of most complex sentence structures and can
produce most tenses correctly and use them in the right way.

There are a few mistakes.

Problems with Grammatical Range and Accuracy

o TRBRIREG I RAFIE
o MEBMEAKBRE O,

o REBATROAEREE.
o SVFBURHBLE LR, B
B R R B R 8
&, 3 EARRHEE.

XERAE 8 T EIRE S LAY
o FH oK 2 0 5 20 0 /) 22U K 2 it
ﬁ#ﬁﬁ%ﬂzmo ftiq:iﬂﬂ—‘"’:t%ﬁo

Grammar is a very important part of the English
language. In spoken English, basic meaning can be
IELTS

“communicating” the answer to the

communicated using basic grammar. Many
candidates focus on

question and as a result they produce basic grammar.

Another
continuous tenses. Native speakers of English produce

problem is the lack of perfect and
quite a lot of these tenses when they speak. In general,
Chinese speakers of English neglect these important

tenses.

The next problem is the actual sentence type. Many
candidates produce too many basic sentences. eg:

BHEREFEFREEN -
Ge AT, BEANEEAELRE
EERRKPIZAME K. REREDE
ERRTFEE LR HRWIIEE
HEARRIRE.

53—~ [0 BB 22 52 )it A 22 47 e
MR, MLASEE A RHEM AR
ERNAERE . SR, PREA
PR — A S B X E BB

o

T RIERAMNER. RE
FEREMYAHBRE, 0.

“I come from Chongqing. Chonggqing is a mountain city. It is located in on the Chang Jiang

River.” (three hasic sentences)
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- "
ol ¥

N" -t sa 4

i

© 1 I come from Chongqing which is mountain-city located on the Chang Jiang River, ":(one .,

complex'sentence)

To score 7 in this section the majority of sentences

should be complex sentences.

There is a section later in this book which gives advice

and activities on tenses and sentence structures.

X187 o B4R HER KR4

A FIRLE IR A5

A B SN FER

RAR MG E B,

With effect from August 1st 2008, the marking scale for

pronunciation will change in all IELTS speaking tests
worldwide. Examiners will now be able to award band
scores 1~9 instead of the older system of 2-4-6-8. ‘

Candidates’ pronunciation will be marked in the same
way, but for the higher scores (7-8-9) there are one or two
areas that have become more emphasized in the marking

criteria; these are discussed below.

The most common myth about the “Pronunciation”
section is that many people place too much importance on
accent. The pronunciation score is influenced by accent but
there are other important factors which influence the score.

“Pronunciation” covers the following

language
aspects:

* How easily the ¢xaminer understands what is being
' said, .

® Word stress,

® Sentence stress,

® [ntonation,

¢ Evidence of first language accent.

Pronunciation6

M 2008 4E 8 A | HFFEh, £EKHE
BEADERMIESIERER SR
A28k, BORRA 9 1(1~9), TIAR
IHIES R GHY 2-4-6-8 DUNFELRIFS,

Sk, B MEE SR A
FIVER s, REMTFRH(7-8-9)K)
WAabrHER— BN A S EISR
wEW. TEHRIMHSRETE..

HRERBE LR ER
EEANTFHEEAF, EEBIES
BERESZAO0FHRW, (B Hib
EREMEMHE,

TR B AR MR L

TFIASTTREESK

o EEBLEBE T E 4 TR
M%.

o BiAEY,

e M) FHEF,

o EiA,

o BHEHHEREHE.

To score 6 for pronunciation, a candidate must display
the following:

® Examiner can understand most of the candidate’s

lar et

HE 8 6 M EREAME]
PAFJLA:

o BB AR M M U 1 K A T

SALEE. T err AN A rde
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® There are some examples of correct word stress and
sentence stress.

® Someevidence ofintonation.

® Some use of stress or intonation to emphasize
important meaning,

e There may be some mispronounced words.

® A first language accent may still be present.

The key to scoring 6 in this section is to speak English
clearly enough to be understood throughout. There is no
need to try to reproduce a native-speaker accent (British,

American, and Australian) in this band score.

Pronunciation 7

N Tha RAdebolin O omde e

o H—LLIER B E T M4
TEHE,

* HIEHEIER,

o S HEE B AR M
HERABNME,

o ARIF—LBIERFHIR,

o BHER OF W RIRTFTE,

XERR 6 S HRELE T Ui
TOR BTN, thA R E AT IE, 7E
MGG LB R EEE
GERA. REA, BFATAHIOT,

To score 7 for pronunciation, a candidate must display
the following:

® Examiner can fully understand candidate’s language
(may have occasional problems ).

¢ Examples of correct word and sentence stress used
to emphasize or focus meaning,

® Use of intonation to emphasize important meaning.

® Able to vary speed of delivery to affect meaning.

® Able to divide utterances in “chunks” (see below ).

® There may be some mispronounced words.
® A first language accent may still be present.

Pronunciation 8

BEERERSE 75, BEL

ST T LA

o XEMBT MM LR
W& (T REM/RA AR,

* fiki$ia /I IE A BIAE & A
ATEFEERARLBIEE,

* fEGEAIH SR E B AR,

* REBRIARIREAORE AR,

o REBHIEIES B R —ME
R BRFE(RAILTH),

o RFHFE—LAREEHIR.

o BHRK O EF ARG,

The candidate will be awarded 8 in this section if the

following requirements can be met:

¢ The examiner understands everything clearly and
easily,

® The candidate uses pronunciation features to
emphasize and alter meaning effectively throughout
the interview. '

¢ Intonation, word stress and sentence stress are used
effectively throughout the interview.

e Fullv able to use variation of sneed. volume and

’mLmﬁLi;H

BB AT BOR 89 %5 A AT LU7E R
HHHER 8 4

s EEMERHER . A5 MR
EHRRNFANE.

* FAMPAEENHALEP
I8 PR B A RUA RO 35 9E A1
BAEIEE,

s XAHEBITHIAIRPED
ARMERAER ., RAE
MAFEE,

o fEE A N MF A | Fi#
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pitch to effectively emphasize meaning.

® There may be evidence of a first language accent but
this does-not affect meaning or understanding, -

¢ May have occasional minor problems with sentence

intonation,

Pronunciation 9

o,

e .. Ieeetiiies

E A RO A

o W REFFTERHIE O & BT
{EARR S BB,

o W AEFEAH] FE I LR A L
/B

The candidate will be awarded 9 in this section if the

following requirements can be met:

¢ Fully demonstrates native-speaker style pronun-
ciation and skillfully uses pronunciation devices to
control meaning.

® Some minor evidence of first language accent may
still be present but
intelligibility.

this has no effect on

Aiming for Pronunciation 7

BBILLT BREH T LI
FHREE 92
o HEMESERRB N LIZEIE I
EEMIEE R, HAETT Y S
HEMIEERAEATIRE,
o TREFFIEA BEHE O F KR
i (B AR ER A

The introduction of the band score 7 in pronunciation
In the past,
pronunciation scores were awarded 2-4-6-8, the absence of

will benefit many candidates. because
the score 7 meant that many candidates narrowly missed
their target score of 6.5 or 7.0 simply because their

pronunciation score was 6.

Now it should be easier to score 6.5 or 7.0 if the
candidate can score 7 for pronunciation. Also, because there
is now a pronunciation score of 9, the requirements for a
pronunciation 8 have been lowered slightly; this means more
candidates will be awarded a score of 8 for pronunciation. It
should also be remembered that some candidates will be
worse off under this new system of marking. There will be
situations where examiners will award a 5 for pronunciation
when in the older system (2-4-6-8) the score would have
been 6.

The Skills Required for a Pronunciation 7

KXFIHHFRD 7 HERONA
BEREBENPRZE, &%, B
FiRF Ao RAZ 2-4-6-8 WA FHIF
g, MRA 70X ANE%, HHRRE
EHEMNARRETRA 6 4li5A
iFEST 6.5 7 B AIRKRZH,

BIEMR B ERBEEFTX
WEE 74, KOERS 8 E
BHIEP 6575 FIFE, iTHE
BTEAHT 9 X HFR ., MR
IRERE 8 M ECR WA T
X R B 105 4 0T LATE IR B AR
1RE 8 4y, MRTERBHE, &
FHIED ARG T, H—EFEMNG
RFER. HARLEHKIFL RYGA
MEEIEE 6 MHFL, AREHR T
F At oL BLTE R RERRTR 5 4%

If candidates can focus on the following skills and

techniques it will easier to achieve a 7 in pronunciation.

WRE B RELU T 55, iR
HHOH T HMRENES .
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1) Using variations in volume and pitch to highlight

important meaning
E.g.: I suppose that I occasionally read magazines but I
rarely pick a newspaper.

In this sentence we can increase the volume or pitch
of the adverbs.

2) Using variation in speed to emphasize meaning
E.g.: I used to be quite into Yoga but more recently I've
been getting into ballet dancing.
In this sentence we can slow down or stretch the
phrases “used to” and “more recently” to emphasize the

time comparison,

3) Dividing utterances into “chunks”

E.g.: (1 recently went on holiday to Sanya) (which is
a small resort on Hainan Island.) (I guess it’s one of
the most popular tourist destinations in South China
because of its beaches.) (Of course you can find a
wide variety of seafood there, things like crab,
shellfish and lobster. )

Each “chunk” of speech can be delivered as one
“flowing segment” where sounds at the start or end of
words can flow into each other. This is also called

“elision”.

2 Tha MiHknn Queotam

1) BRARRKNERMERNEREE
EMER
Wl BABR 2k ELFER
E i L
EXA A FRENTT LIRS
Rl /R # LR AR B RN
PH R RN T ERIAH o

2) BALEHEERHIER
e RRRAEE BRI, 125K
EREMER LT EFR,
FEXANAF B, RATATLATER
R TER A B B A8 i o Y
P T A R 2 H I ] _E 5 L

3) BEENEE—~MES R BOEE
W (RREELZBERT)(ZER
My By b e — AN R, ) (K48
AREEERILEERATROFRT
SRR e ORI — ) (5 Rk
VAR X R BAP B0 58E, thdo
AN Rk SR NE)

XBIEPHE— 5 AR AT
LIMER— W B RiE
*o Hema— N A Bk
BEERMAERE &R ZH A
SR | A RARR A R 2
Fo BRI TTEE

The Marking System—The Overall Score

The candidate is awarded four different scores and the

overall score is an average of these scores. For example:

Fluency and Coherence
: "LCXICBl Resource ‘ R
Grammancal Range and Accuracy

Pronunc1at10n

[T NN SRRV

The average of these four scores 5

Inthe IELTS speaking test, scores are rounded up or down
to the nearest half-band (5.0 5.5 6.0 etc), so in this example
the candidate would score an overall 5.5 for speaking.

525=

’D'DL_EHGIJ_SH

FHESA A NAFRRY, BJE
B AT RIX L6 B P25, Bildn

ERBOEE AT, REAMH—
RBGIASY , Hit, EmfilFhs
B934 55 4
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B* A Summary of the Marking System

In this section we have looked in detail at the way that
the speaking test is marked. It should now be quite clear that
in order to achieve a higher score, the candidate must
produce the features specifically described in the marking
system under that score,

One very important point to emphasize here is that the
marking system does not include references to the following

points:

¢ Interesting or original content

. Amuéitig or funny answers
 Polite or well-mannered attitudes
® Body language .

® Eye contact

® Intelligent answers

® The truth .

® Correct answers -

® Opinions or ideas

¢ Appearance.or dress code.

So in fact it can be concluded that your speaking score
is awarded purely on the basis of your spoken language. In
theory it could be possible for a candidate to arrive at the
interview in dirty old clothes, be impolite, invent answers,
tell lies and hold unreasonable or controversial opinions and
still achieve a high score if he or she demonstrated the
features described in the marking system—i.e. native-
speaker style spoken English. I can add an example from my
own experience here. Many years ago in an IELTS speaking
test, I interviewed a young lady who was arrogant, impolite,
impatient and quite rude—1 awarded this candidate a score
of 8 because her spoken English matched the descriptions in
the marking system for band score 8.

LENGLISH

Y, e—————— A

) |

AFFEME T DEE XM
SinE. RBR, H4 RA KB
BRSP4 bR HE B R T BB 8
[0k g @

X BEFT R AR, R AEF
A TINESHA:

s HBIEFBAMAR

o BTN A

o WHAINEE

o RiKIET

o [RFHIEH

o IR B A
o HELMIAE

s FHMAER

e MHEHER

o ShTELER

Mk, sKhr b8 A R OES %
LRMEZ 4 OIEKERIEEN,
Hig EBEHRAMAENHEFE
BEIHAESL . [ AL | B
BER. GFHHEE FAEERES
WAL, RE St i 1 A &
BUVE S04 HE B BER 1R 5 1, 8D
ALFGENAE, LAEBRS. LER
R —RER NH: JLER, BH
FE 3R DA R B — L &
ot L EAL L WA L, T BB
§—HEFWHDIFEKFERT
8 SHHIPRHE  EH AT T 8 4,
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At the time of writing, the speaking test follows the
format introduced in the year 2000. There are often
“rumours” about changes to the format of the test. To date
there have been no changes to the test format since it was first
introduced in the year 2000. There are regular changes to the

speaking test content, but the format remains the same.

All IELTS speaking tests follow a rigid structure.
Wherever in the world you take your speaking test, you can
expect your interview to follow the same pattern. Examiners
are regularly monitored to ensure that they deliver the
speaking interviews in the correct way as set by UCLES (the
test designers).

Overall, speaking interviews are between 11 and 14
minutes in length. (Occasionally this may differ, for example
if a candidate fails to respond to any questions, the interview
will probably be shorter in length.)

The interview is divided into three clearly defined
sections and each section focuses on different speaking skills
and linguistic abilities. The criteria described in the marking
system is the same for all 3 parts of the test and the score is
awarded according to the candidates average performance
across all three parts. This means that all three sections are
generally “equal” in value. In theory it is possible for a
candidate to achieve a reasonably acceptable score (5~6) even
if he or she underperforms in one particular section as long as
the other two sections produced a decent performance.

To achieve a higher score (7+) a candidate must
demonstrate the features as described in the marking system
in all three parts.

EEEA BN, R OB
7 2000 4EHIE B IR RE
ZEAFEREALeHNET, |
ZRAEM 2000 EF B RAESM
RERL HIEFRAFEPH L
b, BEREA—EBE,

A HOFHE R TR AR R A%
R IR T, OB AR S L3R
N SATHER DRI, ERAs
R RIS BRI
77 (UCLES)HilsE #9757 IEH A%
R, FERE R,

SR, R e ] —
HhN~14 58, (BREFEA,
tean, REEBEEE E— &N
B, TR R AT AR AR A )

R B Wi S =35, B
oo EAS[F) () R iR £ REFNIR = BE
Ho ZFMFEVENIRUERR—FF . B
1K) 5% I 48 4% R AR L 7E = 3R 43 0 °F
BRIV M, R, =52 H
SR % S E, E—EE
HEARAXE, RESIIFERY
RIEARET, 7] 718 5~6 47

ZHEBRKBTHULENED.
ZANERS BBUEEE AR HE ) & T
Ko
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The Start of the Speaking Test
There is confusion surrounding the start of the test. BAE AR HIE R ] e FF

Usually candidates will be shown to their interview rooms and
they wait outside until the examiner invites them inside. The
candidate is asked to sit down and the examiner will say the
following;:

e BHBESPEIMREIRE
[T RS, % H 8% & i AR
FHHEA. BEBERNLTES

HER:

“Good Afternoon,; My name:.is..., can you tell me your full name please?”’

Many candidates misinterpret this as the start of the actual
speaking test and proceed to deliver a long answer describing their

name and tell a story about how their name was given to them.

This is totally unnecessary because the examiner needs to
know your name so that he is certain that he is interviewing the
right person. The suitable response is:

“My name is ... .Mo',We‘mlvei )"

Many candidates try to establish a conversation with the
examiner at this stage; again this is totally unnecessary because
this part of the interview is not being tested. So something like:

“Oh,. you must be very tired today...” :

is unnecessary because the test has not really started. Save
your energy until the actual test has begun. The best way to
deal with the start of the interview is to follow the

examiner.

The actual speaking test will begin when you hear the
words :

REBEHERLFOEERX
MIFHET, FRERB XIS
RHCHEFEILRE

BRRAAL, BRAZERLZ
ERLEEWE . BEMIKXH
[BIE HLBE Y

REFXLEHNERATHEE
a3t B ALE, BH
AR T O iEERARRD . K-

ZREOBERFLER, BHHR
REARIEF R, AERATER
EHE. ORFFIE . BERET
HIRIX B IRE BT,

%4 U B F X A E e OiE
ERAA EXTF A

“In this first part rd like to ésk you some questions about yoﬁrself. "

In other words, everything you say after this point is
being tested, anything you say before this point is not being
tested.

The start of the speaking test (asking for candidate name
and checking ID card) usually takes about 30 seconds to |
minute. This time is not included in the interview time. The
examiner starts timing the interview when the test questions
begin.

BHEZ, NILZIEE 4 Frif
WIEABERFRAE, ZAHTR
HERAR R

RIEFRNIF L (RIFEH
B B HRHIES) —BAE 30 #
E | YT, X BER AR AR
HHEEZ RS F NN, TEFH
(a2 R E e O A FF R
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¢ Part One of the Speaking Test -~ —

Part One of the speaking test lasts for 4~5 minutes.

Many people wrongfully call Part One the “self-
introduction” part of the test. This is an inaccurate
description because although this section does ask some
questions about your personal background, it also covers
many other questions and topics. A more accurate
description of Part One would be:

“Basic questions on familiar topics including your
background, hobbies, interests, routines, lifestyle and
habits.” ;

The examiner will select three topics in Part One. The
range of Part One topics is quite extensive. (See the section
on Part One skills.)

In general the first topic in Part One deals with your
background and there are two possible paths.

[A] Where ybli live (your city, area where you live,

3

street, house) ‘
[B] Your studies, work, job

As a rule, the examiner will select either path A or B
but NOT both. All candidates can expect to be asked
questions on one of these topics areas.

After this first “personal” topic, the examiner will
select two more topics based on hobbies, interests, routines,
lifestyle and habits.

The number of questions asked in Part One varies for
each candidate. The maximum number of questions for each
topic is usually four or five and the minimum is two. This
means that the maximum number of questions in Part One is

between twelve and fifteen and the minimum is around six.

FHESBIRS—ERNATR 4~5 538h,

REBH 4 RIS —F K
AHERE BRI A WY o X PR
FARMES, RE B MA L
BERAABERNOEGE, BHAZH
RIS XE—E B
BB RN %R «

“HEFSERANIAETR B
WONE HRES  EEHTARS
RERARD, "

EHHAEE g =G
W, EER AR, (BEXT
R BE—, )

— BRI, IR —MERE
—MEW REENER, AR
RERYE#E . ’

[A) SAGAEBIL (BEHR
LN N )
[B] #4m%3, T, Bl

BEEEEFRRBERPZ—, WA
RPN BT B E PR FIH
AN E I R

EEFEEER NN EE
J&, SRR KT HERNEL D68,
HEES . £ TR RIRIEE,

SE—ER4r B £ & H AW
R BNMEE—BEBE R 4~5 RIS
BR 24, WEERIE, B—SH
MEBRE N 12~15 4, B/L#HN

6~

I o
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The number of questions asked in Part One depends on
the length of time the candidate spends speaking. A
candidate who produces long responses will be asked fewer
questions because Part One is limited to four or five
minutes. A candidate who gives short answers will be asked

more questions.

Candidates often ask the question: “Is it better to give

long or short answers in Part One?”

The answer to this question is quite simple. If you have
read the earlier chapter on the marking system you should
know that longer responses result in a higher score, so
obviously in all parts of the speaking test longer answers are

preferable to short answers.

TESH—ARar, BB
R Y T2 A [ K (R ) 0 (1
BREF LR SRS, B
R HINTER 4~5 0. RZ.
mIE A 878 B R R R R

B A SN A S 5
LB SR KA R

BRIEWRA B, LD E
VFA bR HE RS A RN HE , B
BKESEE. B, £0iE5RK
BAERSY, % EEBHR LR
[EESE:3

I Possible Topics for Part One

' Where you live Collecting things ‘ Cooking
Your studies Dancing Weddings
Your job Learning languages Public transport
Hobbies Rain Travelling

' Sports Hotels ~ Names

- Television Relaxation . Restaurants

" Music Outdoor activities Food

| Reading Memories l Birthdays

| Email Childhood Seasons

| Learning English Weather Flowers
Writing Happiness Birds
Clothes Shopping Photography

' School (Primary school) Films Buildings
Friends Weekends Museums
Festivals Going out in the evening Cycling
Meeting new people Animals Healthy eating
The sea Routines Colours
Computers Family

Poovencisn
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This list of topics is not complete and every year more
topics are introduced into Part One.

The important fact is that all of these topics should be
quite familiar to you. Even if you don't like sport, you should
be able to answer basic questions related to the topic of

sport.

Another important fact is that the topics are “general”.
They are not specific to any particular country or region.
This means that the questions on food for example are about
food in general or food in your country, not specifically
about “food in China”.

One useful tip to remember about the Part One topics
and questions is that they are designed so that every
candidate in any country has an equal opportunity to fully
answer ALL questions.

For example, you might be asked: “What food is
popular in your country?” Or “What food do you like
eating?” You will NOT be asked:

Chinese dumplings?” Or “Do you prefer noodles or

“How do you make

rice?”

From the list of topics we can see that there are
approximately 50 Part One topics (and this list is increasing
every year). If there are five possible questions for each Part
One topic then we can conclude that there are potentially
250+ questions in Part One.

This presents a problem. Most candidates prepare for
their speaking test by preparing “ specific answers” for
“specific questions”. It seems an almost impossible task to
prepare 250+ answers. Even if this was possible, it would
take an enormous effort and use up most of a student’s

preparation time and energy.

Most people who prepare in this way focus on the
“content” of each answer and as we have already seen,
content does not increase your score. Within the content
they may be learning vocabulary for each question, but
vocabulary only influences part of your score. Also it
learn 250+ sets of

would be very difficult to

A B 3 A R AE —HB 4 (9 2 381
8, BRI INE 2 HEL.

HEMRE. FEN KRBT
HEEE, MEEERERET
B3, W IRREEE S5EHAE X
{1 ) 1

FIFP B — R, XA AR
WG, AR R — RMAR RS,
HWRLRUL, BT RYIIER, A X
TR RYREL LR ERKNR
Y1, HA—EEESE PR RY .

AR, B
R (R B R T B AT E R I
EHMEAFFNI X FIERTA
i) 181 o

B, £ EEE: HRIE
EERZREHEYRMA A7 " HE
“WERIZH A7 " RSN R
ERARTF? " RE RERKERE
BAKR? "

MEBFIRBATTLUES], 55—
MAANAE S0MES  (GF HE4FRE
. FHE—IEEA 5 ] RERR
loo] 69 f) B, T LAHE IR 3 — 3
250 2> T REGLHE M) i ) 11

ERET—MEE. HTAE
BB et xt - RAR ) B HE & A
NIEER" . BHESR 250 MALME
REVCFAKATRE, MMEA TTRE, F4
hWBHHEXRNE N, RILF &
e e RPN TR A

IR REB B EZHAS
EEERREERG A, [T
WA IRLUETHE, XA HBEE
RRO. FEAREEIEFAR
IO —Sb S A R RIAR SR IR, (B
R R 48, HEE
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vocabulary.

Obviously, this is not a realistic preparation method
for Part One of the test. We need to find an alternative
these topics and

way to effectively prepare for

questions.

Most people are unaware that this huge list of topics
and questions can actually be broken down into sub-
groups. By this, I mean the questions themselves not the

topics.
Look at the following Part One topic / question frame.

Hometown o ‘

Tell me about your hometown ‘ |

What do you like about your hometown"

Is there anything you don’t like about your hometown?
- Would you like to move to another city in the future?

Studles '
' Tell me about your studles
What do you liké: about your studles?
Is there anything you don’t llke about your studies?
What would you like to do after your studies?

The two topics are completely different and the
questions are completely different in their “content”. There

is however one very clear similarity.

The actual “question types” are the same. The answer
to the second question in both questions would obviously be
different in content but the structure and style of the answer

should really be very similar.

Although the number of different topics and questions
in Part One is enormous, the number of actual question types
is quite limited.

For this reason, one very effective method for dealing
with Part One is to focus on the question types. In the
following pages, we will explore the different question
types in Part One and develop structures suitable for each

type.

igfE 250 S REE RMIFIC BRI
IIXER

BR. F—HLUXM T EEE
FAMIE TR TR AK
H 33K B BB RV R A o 4R

ERELEFBREERIIX—K
HE B REUR )RR SE R T LA AT 4
R, LR, BARNTERFEE
B mIETE

XANMEEZ LR, ;- AE”
M, A GEFHRK, Bi1Z
[IENH — MRV S ARAR I Z AL

(LR NE RT3 VA i D
PEREPE RN ERE
NELHEARR, HEREHM
FR R AR AL

R — FB 51 ) 35 BB A 1) R
R, ELFRMEKHIRAR,

REX 58— — B
BT R AL B AU R B 2 Y
Lo FTHE#HEETHESE M RER
RY, FRHEEBENEHER
Lhh .
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2 Tha QnaalinAKant Enrmat

Look at the example question: “Tell me about your

hometown.”

This seems like a simple question. Candidates must
remember that the examiner is NOT asking this question
because he or she wants to know something about your

hometown.

Remember: The examiner is not interested in you, your
life or anything you say. The examiner is doing a job. The
job is to award a score for your spoken English in relation to

the marking system.

So again we can see that content becomes irrelevant.
The examiner is actually asking the following question:
“Show me your ability to describe something (a place) and

give me some town or city vocabulary.”

Look at the example answer:

HEBIA: BRENRS . "

XANRIREE AR B o 5 A 00
e, BEEXAREFARE N
B AR TRIFR S o

HE: FEHASRMEBENA
A A TE B0 A I R AT A AR
Mok, BHRETRMN T, WK
SRIPAMRHESS B B OB HT 0

FIUARIMNBRELATE SR
EXREEM . & HELFRAER T HEAY
ML “RRPRIR I Y (— i
TRIBES , FFa & — LR TIMEK
WL, "

“I come from Beijing. I am native of this city. Beijing is the capital of China, In Beijing

there are many historical buildings. Beijing Duck is very famous—I always eat it with my

friends. ”

The problem with this response is that it “answers” the
question but it doesn't offer the examiner any evidence of
your ability to describe something. A description needs to
offer detailed and precise information and the points need to

be developed in some way.

If we consider the marking system we can also add that
the answer does not contain any features of native-speaker

style spoken English.

e The answer is short / direct. .

e It does not contain any linking words or phrases.

¢ It does not contain any redundant language.

® There are no examples of uncommon vocabulary.

e There is no idiomatic language.

® The grammar is correct but it is very basic grammar,
¢ There are no complex sentence structures.

¢ The tense use is limited.

ZERMRFEETREE "H
" TR, B5EBRERSERR
HC IR FSURMES . RN EFF
R ERNER, TERATURR
HRBEFF LR

WIRIESARE , B R BA R
R +35F IR

o BRMEE /HEE.

o RUAEEERSIEE.
o EERQEERITHE.

o WA AR AL,

o ¥H i,

o B EMB S N RAEE,
o WEHIAITEN,

o BRT B ASEH.
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Sum
This answer is therefore typical of a lower score (4~5).

Now consider the following answer:

“Well as you can probably guess I come from Beijing and I have lived here all my life,
although at the moment I'm studying in another city—Tianjin. I suppose if I had to describe
Beijing, the first thing [ would say is that it’s absolutely enormous, maybe even one of the
biggest cities in Asia | guess. It's so big in fact that even the locals have problems finding their
way around. Another significant characteristic is that it offers examples of both classical and
contemporary architecture. Actually some of-the China’s most renowned:landmarks are “slap-
bang” in the middie of Beijing.

This response is much better in quality than the first XANREEYE —-MFEE, R
answer for the following reasons: HinTF . -
e [t is long but doesn’t move away from the topic/ o FIAHK, BRAFNAREE
question. : . o ‘
o It contains redundant language. o JETCIA,
e It contains linking phrases. o U HEMEIE.
e It contains one idiom. o U F 13k,
e It contains some uncommon vocabulary. o A —udEE FIRIC,
e The vocabulary is topicfspéciﬁc. ‘ . i-ﬁ]‘}l:'t)j g,
* It contains examples of cofnplex sentence structures. o A H A FEN,
e It contains a mix of tenses. o X EBRATA,
e The grammar is correct (even in the longer o E M ERKN A
structures), Fri),
Because this answer meets many of the marking system HFXMRERFESBTHKRE
descriptions required to achieve a higher score it would be | ¥iEAHER, N —RAEWEE] 7 4
typical of a score of 7+. P RS

" Activity

In the answer above find examples of the following;

# Redundant language € Uncommon vocabulary
@ Linking words 4 Idiomatic vocabulary
@ Linking phrases @ Different tenses (how many are used?)

Description Structures

When responding to description questions, you need to begin with a lead-in phrase. (This is an

example of a linking device / redundant language). Possible lead-in phrases include the following:

’ 40 .
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OK then... Right, ok...
Alright... Well...
Well, you know... Well first of all...

Actually...

We can add a “pointing phrase” next, to signal to the listener that the first point is coming. (This is
another example of a linking device / redundant language.)

...the first thing I should mention is that...

...the point I'd like to begin with is that...

... could start off by saying that...

...my initial point would be that...

..I need to start off by pointing out that...

...the main thing you need to know is that...

... suppose I should begin by highlighting the fact that...
...you may (or may not) be aware that in fact...

...I really need to kick off with the point that...

Most of the above contain interchangeable words. Now you are ready to describe your first point.

.. Activity
Example question: “Tell me about the street that you live in.”
Think about one important point you can describe about your street (it could be location, size,
appearance, the buildings etc.). Do not give the name as this is not really describing (and the name

would probably be in Chinese so you would not be using examples of topic-related vocabulary.) Select
a lead-in phrase and a pointing phrase.

@ Now describe your first point.
@ Choose different lead-in and pointing phrases and practice describing the first point about your
street.

The first point needs to be developed with a complex sentence. Notice in the example how the
candidate uses a structure with “that”.

“...the first thing [ would say is that it's absolutely enormous, maybe even one of the biggest cities
in Asia I guess.”

This is a simple but effective way to join your linking phrase with the detail sentence. The result is
a complex structure. Notice how the candidate then uses another linking word “maybe even” to add
more details.

"' ; 41
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O Activity

Example question: “Tell me about your studies or job.”

Choose a lead-in and pointing phrase. Introduce your first point and use a structure with “that”.
Add a linking word to introduce a detail about your first point. Now we can look at the full structure.

(1) Lead-in phrase

(2) Lst pointing phrase

(3) Point 1

(4) Linking word / phrase + detail about point 1
(5) 2nd pointing phrase

(6) Point 2

(7) Linking word / phrase + detail about point 2
(8) 3rd pointing phrase

(9) Point 3

(10) Linking word / phrase + detail about point 3

Examples of 2nd pointing phrases:

Another point which I could add is that...

A second feature which I should mention is that...
As well as that, I could say that...

On top of that | can also add that...

Also; 1 su'p'pose‘ I should say that...

Examples of 3rd pointing phrases:

And I shouldn’t forget to mention that...

In addition to what I've just said, I can add that...
Something else that I need to comment on is that...
I guess I could also remark on the fact that...

So a complete response might look something like this:

. “Well first of all,.the. main thing you need to know is that...(point 1)...In fact...(detail 1)...0n
top of that I can also add that...(point 2)...which means...(detail 2)...Something else that I need to
comment on is that...(point 3)...So actually (detail 3)...

O Activity

Practice saying the full sample structure with your own points and details for the following

questions:

42
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Tell me about the house / flat you live in.

Describe your hometown,
Tell me about your job.
Tell me about your family.

A T O e 1 e h P b

Tell me about your city,
What is your main ambition?
What makes you happy?

Now write out your own full describing structure using the example phrases. Now practice using

your structure for the questions above.
£ Summary of “Description” Questions

Most candidates will probably be asked at least one
description question. This question is often one of the first
questions in Part One. By producing style of answer we have
just seen, the candidate is focusing on the marking system
criteria and not “answering” the question. We have not
looked at any vocabulary for any of the individual topics or
questions—this can be found in the section on topic-specific
vocabulary later in this book.

Question Type 2: “Liking”

ZEEEELHRB
RAEMIE, XEERE—HIE
BSERM B2 —, T AT A3
BHSEER, FEEFENTEE
TP PRERESR , Tk R R7E " [0
BB BRITEBRARIETR—
Bk Sk m) B A TR, A
TS R T & FRRC — 39 4 Xt it
HATVEAAT 4

A very common type of questions in Part One is the
“liking” questions. For xample: “Do you like animals?”

As an examiner | have asked this style question hun-
dreds of times. A common response might be something like:

E—WAE RN —KEER B
WK, Bl RERSHHG? "

YEREE, EXREBEE T
AR, —BKNIER:

“Yes, | like animals. I like cats and dogs because they are very lovely.”

If you have read and understood what has been written
so far in this book, you should be starting to see the
problems with this answer. This answer lacks all the features
common in native-speaker style English. The answer

focuses 100% on content.

Expressing likes and dislikes is actually quite a large
area of the English language and as a result there is a wide
range of language available to express these functions.
When the examiner asks, “Do you like animals?”, your
answer should display some ability to express these

functions using a range of appropriate language.

“I like” and “I don't like” do not display any ability
to skilfully .o " o . .

2% th B2 W 3 TR A A
TN BRI RE Rt ik
FIEERR 24 HRELWA KL
SRS It EL SR T T
k.

BT E BN RBERE TR
RS ZHIERE, MRRYFRIA T AR
Z YUEE N RERIYG?”, B4
i 68 FE Y AR F R RBE L,
LAk % B RN A EHIR T RES .

CRERTERCRAERZEM

I:Mr-ﬁn‘t‘ékm::ltmékﬂ'ﬁibﬁii
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cases, the examiner probably used “like” or “don’t like”
in the question, so candidates who use these words are
simply recycling the question words in the form of a
statement.

For these questions, the first step is to find some
alternative language for “liking”. The following expressions

can be used for all general topics:

P'm fairly / pretty keen on...

I'm really into...

I’m quite a big fan of...

1 simply adore...

I'm quite enthusiastic about...

I generally prefer... (use only when comparing)

Most of the adverbs are interchangeable in this
list.

One advantage of the IELTS vocabulary marking
system is that if you use an uncommon word incorrectly or
in the wrong context, you will still get some credit for trying
to use the word.

For example, if a candidate said:

“I'm quite enthusiastic about Korean food.”
Compare it with:

“I like Korean food.”

Native-speakers wouldn't normally use the word
“enthusiastic” to describe food, but the first sentence is
better than the second because it attempts to use an
uncommon vocabulary item (quite enthusiastic).

So don't be afraid to use any of the words from the
list—they are all worth more to your score than I like” or
“I enjoy™.

We return to the question: “Do you like animals?” The
aim of our answer is to use about 3 or 4 “liking”

expressions.

Look at the following answer:

6 MR B MRS . T EHEG
THEEREEHLER ER A
B ERE, BEDMEERE
BREMACZH®T -

BIZX JERIERT , B FeniHk Bk
8 liking" M HABFE#E, AT HFE
AT TR — RS

P'm quite / pretty fond of...

I'm totally mad about...
I'm quite partial to...

I'm quite passionate about...

Ut % o R B BRI 1R # AT LA E #
-

BB I AR A A o i —
NIRRT BHHERASRERE Y
A LTS R T 3R —AE % AR
N R AR ARMAIT S — L5

MEIEAFEHA—BRASH
“enthusiastic” ¥R B, HE—4)
LB Aer, e —mEE THER
iR (quite enthusiastic ),

P, 2R B I 51 3R Y i)
T, EAILL"T like"ZK T enjoy” EA F
FEEMED

IEBATHER B ) &R - R Bk 3
Pigr " HAIRIEEE AT 3 5 44
CEWRREK,
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“Well to be quite honest, in general I would say that I'm actually quite keen on animals, but in
particular I would probably have to say that Pmreally into domestic pets like dogs. I guess the reason
why I'm a fan of dogs is because 1 adore their loyalty and companionship. In addition to dogs |
suppose I’'m also pretty passionate about endangered species, especially dolphins and things like
that and this is due to the fact I feel some degree of responsibility towards wildlife protection. ”

O Activity
How many “liking” expressions can you find in the answer? How many linking phrases can you
find? How much redundant language is there? Find examples of uncommon or topic-specific
vocabulary. (Note “things like that”—the meaning of “like” is not the same as the meaning in the
question.)

Possible starting phrases for “liking” questions include:

Well in general | would say that...

Actually, I suppose that for the most part I'd probably say that...
Well, to be honest I should really say that...

Of course I think I'd have to say that..,

Certainly [ would definitely say that...

Well, I guess that generally speaking I would certainly say that...

Then select the first “liking” expression and add the topic word or a general category of the topic.
Example: “Well in general [ would say that I'm quite passionate about Italian food; ...”

Now you need to add a linking word or phrase to introduce a specific type of the topic or category

(eg, pizza).
...but in particular..: ..to be more precise...
...particularly... ...to be more specific...
...especially... ...to be more exact...
...specifically... ...to be more accurate...

Now add your second “liking” expression with the specific type.

Example: “Well in general I would say that 'm quite passionate about Italian food, to be more
specific, | would probably say that I'm really into pizza and pasta.”

Now add a linking phrase to introduce the first reason:

And I guess this is probably because...
This could be because...

This might be because...

This is due to the fact that...

I Suppf"‘" tha wancan hoo camaathing ta Aa arith tha fant that
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“Well in general | would say that I'm quite passionate about Italian food; to be more
specific | would probably say that I'm really into pizza and pasta. This is mainly because my
girlfriend is Italian so she always cooks Italian cuisine at home.”

Now use a linking phrase to introduce your second point.

As well as this... To add to this...
In addition to this...

Use another “liking” expression: “As well as this, I'm quite partial to vegetarian food.”
Now be more specific:

“As well as this, 'm quite partial to vegetarian food especially things like bean curd. This
could be because...I'm quite conscious of healthy eating and bean curd is a fat-free food and it’s
high in nutritional value.”

So the complete structure looks like this:

“Well to be quite honest, in general | would say that I'm actualiy quite keen on..., but in
particular I would probably have to say that I'm really into...you know, things like...I guess the
reason why I’'m a fan of...is because 1 adore...In addition to this I suppose I'm also pretty

passionate about..., especially...and things like that, and this is due to the fact that...”

Use the structure above to answer the following questions:

What food do you like? Do you like listening to music?
Do you like reading? Do you like shopping?
What do you like about your hometown? What do you like about your studies / job?

Now answer the questions using your own structure.

Question Type 3: “Disliking” Questions

“Disliking” questions are quite common in Part ¥ TR @ N B E OB R

One of the speaking test. The answers can be very | % —3B4MBE WL, B2y A5 a)fEin]
similar to the “liking” questions but with “disliking” | PA#g 2Bk 0B RAEE,

vocabulary. AR B RN IH R A T4
The following language can be used to express LTEEFRITEREZ 5
“dislikes”. TR )
I'm not so keen on... I’m not really that fond of...

I'm not much of a fan of...

’ 46 .
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And for very strong “dislikes” use the following: | FERIRFIA B AT LT #6A |
I totally detest... I really can’t stand...
I absolutely loathe.., ' k

In your answer, try to use a “dislike” and a “strong EREZEPRAEFGH—AFE P
dislike” phrase. Use the same style of structure as the | Wt " fl—/NFik MRFUECE" AR,

“liking” answer but change the linking phrases. FRUER KEERATLEN,
BESEREREEE.
Example:

“Is there anything you don’t like about your hometown?”

“Of course I think I'd have to say that I'm not so keen on the weather. To be more precise, |
really can’t stand the summer months. This is due to the fact that the temperatures can get as
high as 40 degrees so it can be quite uncomfortable if you don’t have air conditioning in your
house. In addition to this, I'm not really that fond of the public transport system. And I guess this
is probably because the buses are too old and the seats are really hard, so long journeys are

usually pretty bumpy.”

Now answer the following “disliking” questions using a
similar structure:

PRS0 1 LA
BRI

Is there anything you don't like about your school / studies?

Is there any food you don’t like?

What's the worst thing about shopping?
Are there any clothes that you don’t like?
‘What type of weather do you dislike?

The most importarit thing is to avoid the simple
vocabulary (like, dislike, enjoy, love, hate) and replace these

with the expressions given in this chapter.

Many candidates put “likes” and “dislikes” in the
same answer (usually the “liking” question). This is not
wrong, but as we have seen, the answers to these questions
can be quite long, so it is better to split them into two

separate answers.

Remember: Give a developed answer to every question.
In the past I have heard answers like these:

’DﬂLEiGLi_SH

Summary of “Liking / Disliking” Questions 6§

BREEMNR, BRI R
AT (like, dislike, enjoy, love, hate),
REFABERY s =2 mit .

REZAL BER"H AER”
AR R — R b GEE R A
K" RBYEEE), ZHEHH, BR
I3, X4 B A RBK, HE
A 153 PN S ST B 1028 LU o

HER XA R R TT E
B ZHEE G EWEIL IR A .
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Do you like animals?—No, I don’t like animals.

Do you like reading?—No, 1 like watching TV instead.

Is there anything you don’t like about your hometown?—No, I like my city. .

As a rule, if the examiner asks you if you like 1@ WHETNEZEERTEREY

something, give a positive answer (yes) even if that answer
is not true. In the same way, if the question is: “Is there
anything you don’t like about...?”, you should also give a

positive answer (yes).

Speaking positively is much easier than speaking
negatively and it is easier to give reasons and examples to
say “why” rather than “why not”.

Remember: Base your answer on language not on
fact or truth. You do not get any marks for telling the
truth!

Question Type 4: “Types of * Questions

f, —RI4R T H B %, REXH
AT RE S EBRALT . R, R AR
CRT A ASRERG?

RIS E R

R M [0 BT S B A A
5 , % IE i A3 e A B b T
B B

EE: FENERUMETIRS
MAREL ., BERLN HPHREEL
M4} o

Another common type of questions in Part One is
“types of" questions.

For example:

S — 4 3 — W LA I AR R

“@ﬁﬂwwm”Mﬁ@o

“Tell me about the different types of public transport in your city,"

The most common problem with these questions is

shown in the following answer:

M i (1] % 7] LAt [0] 25 5 26
R 2 5y ih DAY H L R

“In my city there are many types of public transport, for example, buses, taxis, motorcycle

taxis, trains, planes, ferries and mini-buses. ”

In this answer, the candidate lists seven types of public
transport. However, the answer is 100% content and there is
no evidence of native-speaker style language. Some
candidates may believe that get one mark for every type of
transport that they list but this is not true.

One reason for this answer is that in spoken Chinese it

is quite common to give these “list” style answers.

A good answer to these questions should be structured

and developed in the following way.

FHEEMBERFIMT 7L
TEILR, XMEEZLMETAH
5, BEETIGRNMN, AREER
REIA M th — PP 3B T RALAT18 1
5, HERR,

15 X A B B — N RE R
“FIEETIEDUE QB RIRE WA E
B

Y 64 In) 25 R % % BECF 51 O KA
KA FEMIFRIT A
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Begin with an opening phrase:

Well actually... Of course; you know...
Sure, obviously... Of course, it goes without saying...
OK, certainly...

Then use one of the following:

..there’s quite a mixed variety of... ..there’s quite an extensive diversity of...
..there’s quite a wide range of... ‘ ..there’s quite-a-diverse mixture of...
...there’s a fairly broad range of...

So the opening line might be:

“Of course, it goes without saying that there’s quite a mixed variety of public transport in
my city.”

Now use the following structure to introduce the first type:

But I guess the most + adj. ...would probably be...
However, I suppose the most + adj. ...could possibly be...
Though I think the most + adj. ...would potentially be...
Yet I imagine the most + adj. ...may well be...

Still, I suspect that the most + adj. ...could perhaps be...

In these structures you will need to select an adjective X a2 ABE kg —
which fits the question. Here are some possible adjective | ;E& XA HEKIEARR, FHAHT
suggestions: —en iSRRI AR

common £ &4 commonplace - A#) inﬂ;lential A Hh
popular HATHY frequent MEY prevalent RATHY
fashionable AL IA Y trendy %84 notorious A LIRIEN
famous B A well-known Bty crucial EXEFEH
widely-used £im1k Ay | widely-known H 24 prominent BEH
important T2 significant BXEXY | widespread -8 04
standard R conventional H 58 celebrated F Lo

hip #idaey with-it 47 commonly-used ¥ A #)
usual - customary 34 commonly-known £ B J] 40 f
current WA fashionable R AL notable ELH
best-selling R4 up-to-date R renowned HLeh

' 49
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So the first sentence could be:

“Of course, it goes without saying that there’s quite a mixed variety of public: transport in
my city. Though [ think the most commonly-used would potentially be buses.”

Now use a phrase to add a detail:

The thing with buses is that...

I assume buses are:so + adj, because...

The point | want to:add about buses is that...
And what you have to realise with buses is that...
And the explanation for this could be that...

And the basis of this is that...

So the first part of the answer could be:

“Of course, it goes without saying that there’s quite a mixed variety of public transport in
my city. Though | think the most commonly-used would potentially be buses. And the
explanation for this could be that they are so cheap and reliable. In fact the average bus fare in
my city is about one yuan for a single journey.

Notice that the detail sentence doesn't repeat the word FE, R IEAREER
“buses”, instead it uses the pronoun “they” (some answers | {di |} #im] “buses”, i J& LA "they”
will need “it"). B NBFEM ),

Also notice that the detail sentence uses a linking word HEFE, fiARMYiEaRAHET
“in fact” to make a complex structure. —ANERER) in fact” YRR Fm) %,

Now use a linking phrase to introduce a second type.

Besides (buses), ...

As well as (buses), ...

In addition to (buses), ...

Another kind of (public transport) would be...

Another form of (publi¢ transport) worth mentioning could be...
A second variety of (public transport) would be something like...
A subsequent category would be something like...

So the next part of the answer might be:

“As well as buses, a second variety of public transport would be something like taxis.”

Add a linking phrase to develop the second type:

’WL&%GLISH Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn



HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


And the main characteristic of (taxis) is that...

And the unique aspect of (taxis) is that...
And one exceptional aspect with (taxis) is that...

Add the detail with a linking word to form a complex sentence:

“As well as buses, a second variety of public transport would be something like taxis. And
one exceptional aspect with (taxis) is that they are certainly the quickest way to get around town.
So if you're in a hurry then taxis are the best bet (= the best choice ).”

Now you need to add a vague end line:

And of course there’s the usual things like...

And obviously you can also find things like...
Likewise, as might be expected, there are things like...
And naturally, there are things like...

So the final sentence might be:

“Likewise, as might be expected, there’s things like ferries, motorcycle taxis and trains,
although these are not as widely-used as the first two that I mentioned.”

So the finished structure might look something like:

“Of course, it goes without saying there’s quite an extensive diversity of...(topic) Still, I
suspect that the most + adj. could perhaps be...(type 1) And what you have to realise with...
(type 1) is that...In fact / so / but / because... (detail)

Another form of... (topic) worth mentioning could be...(type 2) And the main characteristic
of ... (type 2) is that...(detail) (+ linking word / complex structure).

And naturally, there’s things like...(2 or 3 other types)”

Use the complete model structure to answer the following questions:

Tell me about the types of sports that are popular in your country.
What kinds of restaurants are popular in your country?

What types of shops can be found in your local area?

What types of things do people collect in your country?

What hobbies are common in your country?

What types of TV programmes are popular in your country?

Now design your own structure using the language options provided in this section.
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K Summary of “Types of” Questions . [§

Don't repeat the adjective used in the question. Example: | AEHEH R RIE AR 0.

“What kinds of restaurants are popular in your country?”

In your answer, don’t use “popular”. Example: | AEAERPEAYER popular”, FiliN:

“Yet I imagine the most widespread may well be...”

Sometimes candidates struggle to find content for £ B A ME T 3R 2 ] 255 2K )
these questions, because they generalise their answer too | BNz, [ ]84 B2 o F#%
much, Example: ¥%. .

“What kinds of restaurants are popular in your country?”

If you say “Chinese restaurants”, this is far too general QR A EA A, T
and it is difficult to introduce other types of restaurants. FEMRTE  IRMEEA B HALEIE T .

See the individual topic sections later in the book for X T B e E 2 R Y iR)
vocabulary ideas on types and kinds of particular topics. HZ R AR EMY B AEBHA

Question Type 5: “Wh- / How Often” Questions

This question type is very common in Part One. XA B AR — AR E
Look at the following examples: il

How often do you go to the cinema? At what time of day do you usually read?
Where do you usually buy your clothes? Who do you spend your weekends with?

When do you listen to music?

The problem with these questions is that many can- A A [ 255 2 (R B A 8 S0 BB
didates give very direct “information-focused” responses. It | s vp T-10 4 45 4 % B 3248 (I & T
is quite common for candidates to respond to these | (=@ pymi%s, TSt E L 4 02 I

questions in the following way: Ko A AR
Maybe once a week., In the evenings before | sleep.
In New World Department store. My parents or my friends.

At weekends and in the evenings.

As we have discovered, it is almost impossible to WAV, XLRIERAK

achieve a high score with this style of answer. The key to | #JEEFKIB B 43709, BI85 2 0] B A%
these questions is to answer the question with two or three | L B P =/ A R A9 & R 1E
different responses. Example: & .

r 52 _ .
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“How often do you go to the cinema?”

“Well to be honest, 1 think I would have to say that it really depends. Like for instance, if 1
have the money, then it’s quite possible that 1 will watch a movie in the cinema, two or three
times a month. You know cinema tickets are pretty pricey in China. Whereas in contrast, if I'm
broke, it’s more likely that I'll watch movies at home on DVD; you probably know that DVDs
are quite cheap here, especially compared to the price of a cinema ticket. ”

The key to the answer is the structure “it depends”. If BRI FHER it depends 451,
you use this, you can produce a “situational contrast” which | FAEG| " tFEXTEL”, 4 fEEH
allows you to use contrast language (linking words). Xf LR T GEIZMEIRNE ),

The first step is too select an opening phrase:

Well to be honest... Well in truth...
Actually to be fair... Well in all fairness...
In actual fact... In fact, in all honesty...

Now select a “depends” phrase:

...] think I would have to say that it really depends.
...I suppose I would have to maintain that it kind of depends really.
...l imagine that it would depend on the situation.

.. guess my answer would be determined by different conditions.

Now select a linking phrase:

Like for instance... More precisely like...
Like more specifically... Like, to be more direct...
You know like, to be exact...

Notice that all of these linking phrases include the word {EAS B AR, DB
“like”. In these structures “like” is a conjunction used as a | {45 like"—in], TIEXELERIPRE—
meaningless filler word. This is very typical of informal | &H5R), WHVERA BARA SRR,

native-speaker English. X RA AR RS R RS,

It is important to get the next step exactly right. The T—#UBERREFEELN,
success of this structure relies on the following conditional | X #4454+ 049 B IH B F T3 %
grammar structure: 44 .

Select one of the following;:

If (situation A) ...then I will most likely...

If (situation A) ... then it's quite possible that T will...

If (situation A) ...then as a consequence | will probably...
If (situe

;D'DLEiGLi_SH

3
Redesigned by iellscfinhlu':-un



HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


Your answer is going to compare two different E 2ol CIp- S g S N Y
situations or conditions. These can be quite flexible. Here | THIEERIL . XLEATLIFERH RiE, T
are some possible ideas to use: 3 H— LB R 1T A+

Situation A . : Situation B

‘Weekdays - ‘ T Weekends

Summer : Winter

Good weather Bad weather

Term time - o S School holidays

If P'm alone... If I'm'with friends...

If P've got a lot of time... If I'm fairly busy...

So the opening sentence might be:

“Well in all fairness, I imagine that it would depend on the situation. Like for instance, if
(situation A)...then I will most likely... so / because / in fact...”

Answer the following question, introducing one B F AR, AR P
situation. (Develop the situation using a complex structure.) | jp; ( B 2w AN P EFHAR. )

““How much time do you spend listening to music?”

(If possible try to avoid repeating the question (Rujget e EHE AR
vocabulary “listening to music”.) Now you can compare | {a]j[_“listening to music”, ) Bl 15
situation A with situation B. Add a compare linking | JE A 5 B #47% Lk, #mM—A3F b

phrase: KHKiA
Whereas in contrast... Though, at the same time...
Whereas on the other hand... While, oppositely...

Select one of the following:

If (situation B) ...then it’s more likely that I’lL...

If (situation B) ...then it’s almost certain that I will...
If (situation'B) ...then I will almost always...

If (situation B) ...then [ will most certainly...

Remember to develop situation B with a complex AEHEABNER B B
structure. B,
Now answer the following questions using the fully MERAESBFFICRKEHE

developed structure for two situations. (If you want to give a | &I FaYaIAH, (INEE4EBEHT
longer response you could even introduce a third situation.) | {Ag[EIZ, BRIUUNBE=MIFE.)

4 _ .,
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How often do you go to the cinema?

Where do you usually go shopping?

When do you usually read? ‘

At what time of day do you usually listen to music? '
Who do you spend your evenings with?

When you go out in the evenings, what do you usually do?
How often do you play sports?

How often do you eat out in restaurants?

| Summary of “Wh-/How often” Questions B
If you follow the example structure, make sure that you TSR R RIS, &
choose two situations that are very different. It is easier to | BEFEFF A FHHE . B HAFFER
contrast two clearly different situations. ARIGEEATLLEERERS S,
Make sure that you use “if " and “will” for both FVFFEIERER f 7R

situations. This is a fairly complex grammar structure but it | “will”, XMEEEH NGRS
is easy to construct accurately. This type of answer directly | ¢ HIIRZA S HEmiHbiEA], XFPEIZ
influences the “Grammar” score and the “Fluency” score in | 4 iR m % 4 OiEE XS BE%”

your speaking test. HI WM IR 53

Question Type 6: “Yes/No” Questions

In Part One, the examiner might ask you questions E TS 4] e S in) — ik
which appear to be direct “Yes / No” questions. HiEM B/ BRI LR )

Look at the following examples:

Do people wear special clothes at weddings in your country?

Is watching TV a popular activity in your country?

Do you think it is important to play sports / do physical exercise?

Is fast food popular in your country?

Is healthy eating important?

Can you play a musical instrument?

Do you think it’s important for children to learn to play a musical instrument?
Is food expensive in your country?

Is education free in your country?

Do you think you are an ambitious person?

A common problem with these questions is that many XX, REEANREE
candidates begin their answer with a direct “Yes” or “No” | a7 HEA B R A £ "k [H
and then give one or more details to exnlain their answer, | & B> LAY 4708 XHER
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(&
) [ ]
This is not wrong, but these answers are often too simple in | &5, {HHIEREHWS FRIS, S8R
grammar structure and lack the essential linking phrases. SEBEREEREER,
A better answer is to answer BOTH “Yes” and "No”. IR R AR A X 2
By doing this you will produce a response with better quality | [A]& HLESF ., IXBEE A BB R 471
language structures. BEESHEET.

Look at the following example:

“Is healthy eating important?”

“Yes, healthy eating is important, because...”

If you answer in this way, you are limiting your answer SR RE M A B RRR
to a fairly basic structure. TE— BRI ET

Now look at the next example:

“Well in actual fact, if I think about it, I guess that in many ways it’s fairly important,
especially when you consider that a healthy diet can help to prevent a variety of diseases and
health problems such as diabetes and obesity. But you also have to understand that eating
unhealthy food in moderation is not overly harmful. In fact unhealthy food is often tastier than

healthy food so I guess it's fine to eat a little junk food now and then. So all in all 1 guess my
answer would have to be yes and no. ”

It is possible to use this type of structure for many, but KEHAMUAR LI R/ B K
not all, “Yes / No” questions. ) BB ER T FH X Rt ) 3 |11] 2
Look at the list of questions at the beginning of this FAEERY FFBH) H 690 &,

section and decide which ones you would be able to answer | s iy i & 7 L FH 1 £ #9 [0] &5
with this structure.

The structure can be built in this way. First, use an EWTAT LRSS, B, 8
opening phrase: — N REIE:

Well in actual fact, if I think about it, I guess that in many ways...
OK, well in reality, | suppose that to some extent..,

Alright, I guess that on the one hand...

Well certainly in some ways...

Now make your first statement (eg, It's fairly AEFFUEE — b BER (kkan: Tes
important...). Develop the first statement using a linking | fairly important...), Fl—/{ 45
structure: R — ik :

...especially when you consider that...

...particularly if you think about the point that...
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...especially with regard to the point that...

...and this is definitely the case with...

Try using this structure to give a “Yes” answer for the KE M H XM T i)
following questions: BE—NEE R,

Is crime a problem in your country?
Do people in your country often keep pets?
Is it always good to be ambitious?

Now you need to introduce your “No” answer. First WEBEENEERET, H&#
use a linking phrase: F— M EEMEE,
But you also have to understand that...

Even so, you could also say that...
At the same time you could say that...

After describing your “No” answer, you can “round- PARAREHREREZE, GTLLH
off” the answer with one of the following phrases: TR —NMEE#T SR,

So all in all  guess my answer would have to be yes and no.
So on the whole I suppose the answer has to be yes and no.
So all things considered I guess the answer is both yes and no.

So in the main, I suppose the answer is probably yes and no.

Use the full structure to answer the following questions: | JH e s R8T YR,

Do many people work on farms in your country?

Is food expensive in your country?

Is public transport expensive in your country?

Do you think that it is important to spend time alone?

Some “Yes /No” questions in Part One cannot use this P B/ B HKEA
“Yes and No" style of response. Look at the following | R RHE XM E EHHBE
questions: IEEHEERARE . BE F il fE .

Is watching TV a popular activity in your country?
Can you play a musical instrument?
Are friends important to you?

With questions like this it may be difficult to answer 83X B 1K) 0] 131 AT B4R ME M IE &
both yes and no. It is probably much easier to give a “Yes” | @77 i B2, 7] fE4S — /M5 B
answer. Use the structures given to introduce your “Yes” | &% 58 4% (R B4 25k 3k 5 |

’mLmﬁLi;H Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn



HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


HEEHEORI, RFH—FT
TR R AT R R — R

idea and then develop this single idea with one or two

reasons or details.

B Summaryof “Yes/No” Questions s |

The most important thing is to avoid repeating the

T O E AR N B S HT “Yes” BR
“No” B & [FIEHMEsH. Fn.

question structure with a “Yes” or “No". Example:

“Is fast food popular in your country?”

“Yes, fast food is very popular in my country, especially...”

As we have seen before, repeating the question A1, EE BN A)FER
structure does not have any significant influence on your | Xf784r A #HB, FILAMMEEB/ T
score, so if you want a high score—DON'T DO IT! ﬁ}—ﬁﬁ.ﬁ'}ﬂl‘#ﬁ?!

With these questions you need to think quite quickly, B B AT, B BRI

especially if you want to givea “Yes and No” style answer. | 8%, R H B MRHEEH "&£
You don't need to have wonderful ideas for your “Yes | & "R MIE ., A A48 H R #E
and No” answer, just something that gives you the chance to | B L&KM, RBEREEILIRE N
use the structure. Remember—the examiner is not marking | £ BZLEM MW EIT. Vid: &
your ideas. BARINELEHMSTT4

Question Type 7 : “Would” Questions

Look at the following questions:

Would you like to move to another city in the future?

Would you like to chﬁnge your job?

Would you like to live near the sea?

Would you like to learn another foreign language?

Would you like to be in a film?

What would you like to change about your city?

What would you like to change about your school (school in the past)?

Would you like to change your name?

When the examiner asks these questions, he or she is HTT S [l B, fthEi ith A
listening carefully to one aspect of your answer. What do | #iA Bl i &4 M bR —F

you think is the most important aspect of your answer for | [, fRIA N IEXK A EEFEN S
these questions? HR A7

Look at the following example:
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“Would you like to change your name?”

“No, | don’t want to change my name. In fact [ think 'm really fond of my name because it

has quite a deep and significant meaning, and as well as this, my mother chose it for me so she

doesn’t want me to change it. Actually I am sure I will never change my name!”

Is this a good answer?
What is good about this answer?
What is missing from this answer?

The grammar aspect of these questions is very
important. As a basic rule, if the question uses “would”,
then you need to include at least one example of “would”

(or might / could) in your answer.

For most of these questions, you should use the second
conditional tense in your answer. In fact the examiner is

expecting you to produce an example of this verb tense.
The form of the second conditional is quite simple:

If + past simple, would / could / might + infinitive verb.

X R RE A7
XA 01 Y FE P L7
[ rp Rt T 147

X s ) BB A iR X A 7 R
HEE, BRFENRE, REBE L
M would”, B4 ZE/MBAERRFHH
—IK “would” (8 & & might/ could),

ST REEOX K, AR
FAEISREVE . B, B EHE
FY LR VT B8 A i X A Al S

R AR AR R R A

eg: IfIlived near the sea, | would be able to eat fresh seafood.

If I had the time, I would go for travelling.

The second conditional is used to talk about a present
or future time, to describe an event that is unlikely

(hypothetical).

e (4] B 25 LARE BRAE B0HE
TR & A BIE, R — R fE
BRI ) B

eg: IfIworked in a factory, I would be tired every day! (But I don’t work in a factory and it’s

unlikely that I will work in a factory in the future.)

O Activity 1

Think of one basic second conditional structure for each question: use positive sentences. Try to

use different words for each example.

eg:  “Would you like to move to another city in the future?”
“I would like to change cities if | had the chance. ” Or “If I had the chance I would like to

move to another city. "

Would you like to change your job?

Would you like to live near the sea?

Would you like to learn another foreign language?
Would you like to be in a film?

What would you like to change about your city?

tsn . L R 1 U E i RS R 1]

’ DOL ENGLISH

n]

Redesigned by ieltsdinkitic.vn


HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


Would you like to change your name?

What job would you like to do in the future?
Would you like to live in a foreign country?
Would you like to be a professional photographer?

When you add a reason or detail, you need to use more second conditional structures:

eg:  “Would you like to move to another city in the future?”
“I would like to change cities if I had the chance, because if I lived in a different city I
would make lots of new friends and I could try lots of new kinds of food. Also I might be
able to find a well-paid job, "

o Activity 2
Go back to the previous activity questions and develop your answer with details or reasons, using
more examples of the second conditional. (Try to use some examples with “might” and “could”.) For
some of these questions it is possible to use a negative form.

eg:  “Would you like to move to another city?”
“No I wouldn't like to move to another city, because if I lived in another city 1 wouldn't
have any friends.

Try to make some negative sentences for the questions (remember your details and reasons can be

either positive or negative structures, but they should be second conditional).

Sometimes candidates begin these questions with: “I never thought about it.” This is not a good

example of native-speaker language. The following structures can be used to begin your answer.

Well, quite honestly I don’t think I've ever thought about that, but [ guess...
Actually, this isn’t something that I've ever considered, but in short...

I’m not really sure how to put this, but I suppose generally speaking...

Look at the following complete structure:

“Would you like to move to another city?”

“Actually, this isn’t something that I've ever considered, but in short I suppose 1 would
possibly consider moving cities, especially if I had the chance to move to a coastal city like
Xiamen or Sanya. If [ lived in a seaside city I would be able to hang out on the beach every day
and 1 would also have the opportunity to get into water sports like scuba—diving and possibly

surfing,”

Notice how the first structure used “verb+ing”: *“I suppose | would possibly consider moving

cities...”
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This structure is much more complex than the basic: “I suppose [ would like to move to another

"

city...

Try to use one of the following structures for your first structure.

I imagine I would possibly think about (verb + ing)...
I guess I would maybe contemplate (verb + ing)...
I would perhaps reflect on (verb + ing)...

Look at the activity questions again and try to use one *“verb + ing” structure for each. Try to use a

different verb from the question verb.

eg:  “Would you like to learn another foreign language?”

“Well, quite honestly I don’t think I’ve ever thought about that. But I guess I would maybe

contemplate taking up a new language.”

Now practice developing all of the “Would™ questions in this section.

#  Summary of Part One Question Types ¥

In Part One of the speaking test, most of the
questions asked will be one of the seven types described
in this section. There may be one or two questions that
are not covered, but most candidates will find that all of

their part one questions are covered by these seven

types.

If the examiner asks a question that is not covered by

these seven types, just remember the following rule:

Long response

(BRHEE — EEEEE —

One obvious question that has not been described in
this section is the “Why” question. These questions are
more common in Part Three but they occasionally appear in
Part One. See the Part Three question types later in this book

for ideas on how to answer these questions.

FHE 5 — 8R4 1 K B )
BIRT AN IHEMN 7T MARUZ—,
g A —FAREAR FiX 7 #
K, BEHELESEAMIIE—
4 BT A I AR FEIX 7
IR REBEN

EERBEENMEEHN T
FhARY, AT LUCHE T i 4 SR -

— Linking phrases — Complex sentence — Redundant language

BIHGH

— )

AR PHE L Why' $17 1913
B SO DA R =R
% . LB/ A FUAE 15—
WSS, WS BIRLERIE = M
WSS 01 4R T A0 918 2
i
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In this section each Part One topic is presented with

possible questions and example uncommon vocabulary and
idiomatic language relevant to that topic. (Remember—one
of the most important aspects of the marking system is

uncommon and idiomatic vocabulary.)

Most of the idioms have been explained in simple
English, but the vocabulary has not been translated into
Chinese.

You should use these topic pages as a learning tool.
Select one or two topics per day and use a good dictionary
to translate the words yourself; in this way you will be
actively learning the new vocabulary. You will find it
easier to remember the words if you have translated them

yourself,

Topic 1 : Where you live

A A5 B A B — B S S LA B
AT HEH B A R 55 8A XK
e FAICH E(EE—IFHE
R EREN— NI EB R AE
CRTIRIER- )

REBIECHR LN IER
B, BRI RBFRPI

% He I A X S 1 LA 5 —F
¥3ITR. BRESE—PMEE,H
— A5 RYIRISE B © R L R
RXHE AL E S iic R, B4
LRI, MR B CHTHE, iDEX
L BRI LB

(/

Tell me about your hometown / street / apartment.

Tell me the good things about your house.
Is there anything you don’t like about it?

What would you change about your city?

What do you like about your hometown / street / house / apartment?

Would you like to move to another city / street / house / apartment?

Would you recommend your area / street as a good place to live?

.

» Nouns

winding street suburb architecture back alley
the locals (= people) local cuisine shopping district
residential area estate neighbourhood municipality
apartment complex capital

> Adjectives

sprawling regionally important  commercial powerful
unique distinctive built-up affluent
industrial provincial
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» Idioms :
run down (= in bad condition) Some areas are run-down.
up-market / chic (= fashionable) Some neighbourhoods are becoming very up-market / chic.

Topic 2a : What you do—your job

y N

Tell me about your job. / What job do you do?

Why did you choose this job?

What do you like about your job?

How long have you been doing this job?

Is there anything you don’t like?

. J

» Nouns
profession line of business occupation line of work
» Verbs
be involved in share responsibility for work within a team
» Adjectives
hectic exhausting taxing intricate
undemanding
P Idioms
work flat out (= work very hard) Sometimes [ have to work flat out.
on the go (= very busy) I'm always on the go.
get to the bottom of (= solve) I have to get to the bottom of problems related to...

pull out all the stops (= make a special effort ) When it’s busy I have to pull out all the stops.
take charge of (= manage) I often have to rake charge of the whole department.
pick up the pieces ( = take responsibility) When there’s a problem I have to pick up the pieces.

Topic 2b : What you do—your studies

What are you studying?

Where are you studying?

Why did you choose this college / university?
What's good about where you're studying?
What would you like to do after your studies?

» Nouns
schoolwork branch of learning field of study discipline
lecturer theory
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» Verbs
revise comprehend succeed in

become skilled in

P> Adjectives

hands-on (= practical) job-related theoretical reputable
highly regarded compulsory optional

» Idioms

pass with flying colours (=pass with a high score)
I passed my entrance exam with flying colours.
sail through (=finish sth. easily and quickly)
| can usually sail through all my assessments.
to flunk (=to fail / perform badly)
1 always seem to flunk my compulsory maths tests.
cross that bridge when sb. come to it (=deal with a problem when it arrives)

I'm not worried about that now—T"ll cross that bridge when I come 10 it.

Topic 3 : Hobbies / Free-time activities

& N
Do you have any hobbies?

What do you do in your free time?

What hobbies / free-time activities are popular in your country?

Is it important to have a hobby?

Why is it important for people to have free-time activities?

Is it harmful to spend too much time on a hobby?

What free-time activities would you like to try in the future?

» Nouns

leisure pursuit spare time pastime

» Verbs

amuse oneself by unwind by ~ kill time by

» Adjectives

fascinating captivating time-consuming appealing
» Idioms

take up (= start) I've recently taken up swimming.

take part in [ frequently take part in group activities like...
get into (= enjoy) Recently I've been getting into fishing.

have a go at (= try) I'd really like to have a go at scuba diving.
idle away the hours ( = spend time) In my time off | often idle away the hours by playing guitar.

"' 64 _ '
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Topic 4: Sports

(7

Do you like playing sports?
! How often do you play sports?
What sports are most popular in your country?
Do you think it is important to play a sport?
What sports would you like to try in the future?
Do you prefer watching or playing sports?

N

» Nouns

team game spectator sport physical activity squad

solo sport :

» Verbs

compete challenge get fit lose weight
stay healthy

> Adjectives

strenuous physical energizing revitalizing
» Idioms

have a crack at (= had a try at) 1 had a crack at baseball but it was too strenuous for me.
get into shape I've been trying to get into shape by going to the gym.

Topic 5 : Television

“ Do you like watching TV?
i How much time do you spend watching TV?
When do you usually watch TV?

What types of TV programme are popular in your country?
Why do children like watching TV?

What types of TV programme do you like watching?

» Nouns

telly (=TV) episode series soap opera
documentary mainstream sitcom audience
viewer

» Verbs

turn on / off/ over . tune in sit in front of the telly broadcast
repeat produce televise

"' - 65
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» Adjectives
witty enlightening mind-numbing (= boring)
televised live-broadcast attention-grabbing (= interesting)

pre-recorded

» 1dioms
watch the box (= watch TV) I often watch the box at weekends.
channel surf (= change TV channels frequently) I usually sit in front of the telly and channel surf.

Topic 6 : Music

Do you like listeﬁing to music?

What types of music do you like listening to?

Where do you usually listen to music?

Can you play any musical instruments?

Do you think it's important for children to learn to play a musical instrument?
Do you prefer listening to live performances or recorded music?

— J

» Nouns

harmony melody lyric synthesizer
concert gig (= concert) album tune
portable CD player MP3 player a hit record
» Verbs

download (MP3s) burn CD’s put on a CD / piece of music

> Adjectives

funky catchy soothing atmospheric
» Idioms

blow one’s mind The music was so amazing it blew my mind.

set sth. to music The composer managed to set the lyrics to music.

chill out to (= relax) I often chill out to atmospheric ambient music.

Topic 7 : Reading

Do you like reading?
How often do you read?
What do you like to read?
| Where do you usually read? -

Do you read for pleasure or to get information?
.
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» Nouns

a work of fiction biography novel novelist
poetry author literature best-seller
» Verbs

scan skim browse flick through
flip through

» Adjectives

fictional gripping contemporary classical
» Idioms

read up on (= read about) I often read up on modern literature.
have one’s nose in a book (= read a book) 1 always have my nose in a book.

a coffee-table book (= a large book that one leaves I sometimes flick through a coffee-table book.

on the table, often with photos etc.)

Topic 8 : Email

?How often do you use email?
What do most people in your country use email for?
What are the advantages of email?

Are there any disadvantages?

Do you think that email will replace letter-writing?

- J

» Nouns

email account electronic message attachment spam (= junk mail)
commercial correspondence (= business communication) cyberspace

» Verbs

send out deliver delete

> Adjectives

web-based prompt speedy virtual
time-consuming

» Idioms

snail mail (= sending letters through the post) Snail mail is extremely time-consuming,

lost in cyberspace (= lost somewhere on the Internet) Sometimes emails get lost in cyberspace.

at the push of a button With email you can send a message at the push

of a button.
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Topic 9 : Learning English

E How long have you been learning English

i What do you find difficult about learning English?

| What advice would you give to someone starting to learn English? |
Would you like to learn another language in the future? |

» Nouns
expression

strategy

» Verbs
become skilled at sth.

» Adjectives
tough (= difficult)

» Idioms

learn by heart (=remember)

swot up on (= learn)
block out (= ignore)

Topic 10 : Writing

How often do you write something by hand?

irregularity syntax learning
make progress recall
effortless (= easy) intricate

It’s quite tough to learn expressions by heart.
I find it effortless to swot up on the irregular verbs.

It's a good idea to block out your first language.

What types of things do you usually write by hand?

‘Do you think it is important to have good handwriting? x

What are the advantages of writing something by hand? :

» Nouns

handwriting calligraphy correspondence script

diary journal

» Verbs

scrawl scribble sth. down (=write sth. quickly) keep a diary
» Adjectives

hand-written illegible sloppy (= untidy) clear (= tidy)
personal

» Idioms

put pen to paper (= write by hand) 1 don’t put pen to paper very often.

put...in writing
jot down (= write quickly)

’DﬂL%%iﬁLis.H

A diary is a cool way to put your thoughts in writing.
I might jor down a new idea in my notebook.
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Topic 11 : Clothes

What types of clothes do you like wearing?

Where do you usually buy your clothes?

Did you wear a school uniform when you were younger?

What can we learn about a person from the clothes that they wear? |

Y

» Nouns

clothing garment trend ' clothes

boutique

» Verbs

flaunt show off dress up

» Adjectives

stylish chic well-made hard-wearing

» Idioms

the in thing (= fashionable) This summer, baggy jeans are the in thing.
at the height of fashion (= fashionable) Sports clothing is at the height of fashion.
up-to-the-minute (= the most recent) I don’t really follow up-to-the-minute fashions.

dressed to the nines (= wearing very formal clothes) If a person is dressed to the nines, then it usually
means they want to impress someone.

Topic 12 : School (that you went to when you were younger—NOT your current

school)

Tell me about a school that you went to when you were younger.

What did you like about that school?
What subject did you like best at that school?
What would you like to change about that school?

. e v o e

» Nouns

rules and regulations subject matter curticulum tutor

» Verbs

cram (=remember a lot of information in a short time) clarify
punish reward assess

> Adjectives

monotonous thought-provoking authoritarian easy-going

"' . 69
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» Idioms
off by heart (= remember 100%)
We had to learn all our lessons off by heart.
off the top of one’s head (= without any help)
We had to recite famous stories off the top of our heads.
come down like a ton of bricks (= punish severely)
My maths teacher used to come down on us like a ton of bricks if we couldn’t work out some

problems.

Topic 13 : Restaurants

&
Jﬂow often do you eat out in restaurants?

What types of restaurants do you like best?

What types of restaurants are common in your city?
What are the advantages of eating out in restaurants?
(See Topic 31: Cooking and Topic 36: Food.)

— J
» Nouns

eatery cuisine meal speciality dish
delicacy service décor setting

» Verbs

eat out dine out feast on sample

> Adjectives

regional swanky posh low-cost
unsophisticated

P Idioms

not as good as it's / they're cracked up to be (= not as good as people say)
Lots of the posh restaurants are not as good as they’re cracked up to be.
run of the mill (= average, typical)
In my neighbourhood there are quite a few run of the mill eateries.
set sb. back (= cost sb. an amount of money)

The swanky restaurants will set you back quite a lot of money.

Topic 14 : Friends

How much time do you spend with your friends?
What do you usually do with your friends?
Do you prefer spending time with your family or friends?

| Is friendship important to you?

b
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» Nouns

companion acquaintance best-buddy (US) best-mate (UK)
company sibling shared interests (= similar hobbies)

» Verbs

get together hang out with socialize

» Adjectives

sociable gregarious out-going chummy
extrovert introvert

» Idioms

own flesh and blood (= family, relative)

Obviously my siblings are my own flesh and blood so 1 love them very much.

soul mate (= best friend)

I usually hang out with my soul mate.

a sounding board (= a good person to talk to)

I can use my best mate as a sounding board when I have problems.

Topic 15 : Festivals

<
Do you often celebrate festivals in your culture?
What do people usually do during festivals?
Which is your favourite festival?
L Do you think festivals are important?
S/
» Nouns
celebration festivity reunion family get-together
ceremony ritual legend folklore
» Verbs
celebrate reunite revisit pay one’s respects to
» Adjectives
cheerful customary long-established time-honoured
» Idioms

push the boat out (= have a party)
make merry (= drink and eat)
slap-up meal (= big meal)

in high spirits (= happy)

’ DOL ENGLISH

We really push the boat out during spring festival celebrations.
People always make merry on New Year’s Eve.

There is usually a customary slap-up meal.

Everyone is in high spirits just before midnight.

1
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Topic 16 : Meeting new people

EDO you often meet new people?

In your country where can you meet new people? |
[ How easy is it to meet new people in your city? 1
. Is it possible to meet people from other countries where you live? '

4 (See vocabulary for Topic 14: Friends.)

. S/
» Nouns
individual meeting point gathering place nightclub
» Verbs
congregate flock to meet for the first time  crowd together
get acquainted with befriend
> Adjectives
approachable antisocial
» Idioms
bump into (= meet)
It’s quite easy to bump into someone from another country.
make somebody’s acquaintance (= get to know somebody)
It’s possible to make somebody’s acquaintance online.
Topic 17 : The sea
- S . e
Have you spent much time near the sea?
! What do people usually do when they visit the sea?
Why do people like spending time near the sea?
Would you like to live near the sea?
» Nouns
coast shoreline seashore water’s edge
wave scuba diving marine wildlife sea breeze
beach resort
P Verbs
sunbathe get a suntan paddle go for a swim
> Adjectives
marine rocky sandy pebbly
tropical exotic coastal (water) crystal-clear

" 72,
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» Idioms
go for a dip (= go swimming)
You can go for a dip in the crystal-clear water.
get one’s sea legs (= get used to being on a ship / boat)

I went sailing but it took me a while to ger my sea legs.

Topic 18 : Computers
(7

How often do you use computers? ,

In what ways do people use computers in your country?
How did you learn to use a computer?

How much have computers changed your life?

\
(See vocabulary for Topic 8: Email.) i

» Nouns

laptop worldwide web online shopping chat

room forum online gaming

» Verbs

surf (the net) browse (website) sit in front of (the computer)

> Adjectives

digital electronic virtual computer-literate
» Idioms

technophobe (=someone who can’'t use a computer)

[ used to be a technophobe but now 1 am computer-literate.

call up (=find and read) [ can use the Internet to call up current news items.
conk out on (=break) My old computer conked out on me.
do...by hand Some tasks I prefer to do by hand, like writing letters.

Topic 19: Collecting things

Have you ever collected anything?
‘What things do people collect in your country?
Why do people like collecting things?

| Would you like to start collecting something new in the future?
—

» Nouns
collection postage stamp autograph album

personal value
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» Verbs _

hoard accumulate classify collecting
have an obsession for collecting have a fixation with

» Adjectives

antique vintage rare valuable
high sought-after worthless

» Idioms

a one-off (= only one of its kind) T have a very rare stamp, in fact it’s a one-off.
here and there (= in different places) I sometimes find valuable stamps here and there.

once in a blue moon (= not very often) Once in a blue moon you can find a really rare example.

Topic 20 : Dancing

Do you like dancing? }
What kinds of dancing are popular in your country?

Is traditional dancing popular among young people in your country?
What kind of dancing do people like watching?

» Nouns
ballet ballroom dancing salsa break-dancing
ethnic minority

» Verbs

boogie twist twirl

» Adjectives

rhythmic ritual ceremonial
» Idioms

two left feet (describing someone who cannot dance) I can’t dance at all, in fact I've got two left feet.
all the rage (= fashionable) Nowadays break-dancing is all the rage.

Topic 21 : Learning languages

What languages do you speak?

Do you think it's important to learn a foreign language?
What languages are spoken in your country?
Would you like to learn another language in the future?

(See vocabulary for Topic 9 : Learning English.)
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» Nouns

native tongue dialect verbal communication

» Verbs

be fluent in converse chat

> Adjectives
understandable unintelligible meaningless

» Idioms
have a chinwag (= have a conversation)
When I travelled to France, | tried to have a chinwag with the locals.
all Greek (= a language that one doesn’t understand)
When I went to Korea, I tried to converse with some people but the native tongue was all Greek to

me.

Topic 22 : Weather
What's the weather like where you live?

! What do you do when the weather is bad?

! What type of weather do you like best?

L Would you like to have that type of weather all year round?

» Nouns

climate average temperature shower spell

blizzard

» Verbs

drizzle shift vary

> Adjectives

(rain) torrential sun-drenched muggy (= humid) * clammy (= humid)
balmy (= warm) sweltering (= hot) chilly (=cold) nippy (=cold)
sunny

» Idioms

chuck it down (= rain heavily) In spring it usually chucks it down for days on end.
rain or shine (= in all weather) Rain or shine—1 love to be outdoors.

like a sauna (= a hot and humid place) My city is like a sauna in summer.

Topic 23 : Happiness

What kinds of things make you happy?
What do you do if you feel unhappy?
Is unhappiness always a bad thing?

r" - 75
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» Nouns
pleasure satisfaction depression frame of mind
» Verbs
cheer up brighten up go through (a bad time)
» Adjectives
contented gloomy overjoyed dejected
» Idioms
in high spirits (= happy) I am always in high spirits when I go out with my friends.
on cloud nine (= happy) After I win at basketball 1 feel like I'm on cloud nine.
down in the dumps (= sad) I usually feel down in the dumps if my football team loses.
Topic 24 : Shopping

Do you like shopping?

How often do you go shopping?
What kind of shops are there in the area where you live?

i What's the worst thing about shopping?

. -

» Nouns

essential luxury independent retailer chain

store market stall

» Verbs

purchase flog (slang for “sell”)  haggle pick out

» Adjectives

inexpensive low-priced pricey over-priced
fake genuine posh classy

» Idioms

the real McCoy (= genuine, not fake)

Most chain stores only stock the Real McCoy goods.
going for a song (= offered at a low price)

If I see some classy products going for a song—I1 might be tempted.
rip sb. off (= cheat sb.)

Some market stalls rip you off—they always flog fake stuff.
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Topic 25: Films

Do you like watching films?
What types of film do you like watching?
How often do you watch films?

Do you prefer watching films at home or at the cinema?

|
! Would you like to be in a movie?
N—

» Nouns

big name star director current release
DVD release oldie (= old movie) soundtrack blockbuster
flick (slang for movie) the pictures (=the cinema)

» Verbs

produce direct star in actin

play the lead role

» Adjectives

unforgettable avant-garde tear-jerking spellbinding
thrilling samey action-packed big-budget

» Idioms

film buff (= someone who loves films) [ wouldn't describe myself as a film buff.
box-office smash (= a very successful film) I find most box-office smashes to be a bit samey.
Topic 26 : Weekends

What do you usually do at the weekend?
What do people usually do at weekends in your country?
" Do you think your weekends are long enough?
How important do you think it is to have free time? ‘

(Use the same vocabulary for Topic 3 Hobbies / Free-time activities.)

L _

» Nouns

leisure pursuit spare time pastime time off

» Verbs

amuse by unwind by kill time by

> Adjectives

soothing pleasing engaging

» Idioms

let one’s hair down (= relax) At weekends I usually let my hair down.
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take it easy (= relax) On Saturdays | rake it easy.
slip by (= (time) passes quickly) I feel like the weekend slips by too quickly.

Topic 27 : Going out in the evening

~ How often do you go out in the évening?
| Who do you usually spend your evenings with?

' When you go out in the evening what do you usually do?
N Do you think there is enough to do in the evening in your city?

» Nouns

dusk nightlife nightspot discotheque

café

» Verbs

go for a stroll wander around pay a visit to

» Adjectives

invigorating happening (= fashionable) late-night

P Idioms

regular haunt (= a place one regularly goes to) My regular late-night haunt is a trendy little cafg.
drop in on (= visit) I sometimes drop in on my neighbours,

the wee hours (= very early in the morning—after midnight)
[ usually have to get home before the wee hours.
in the dead of night (= very late at night) Occasionally I go for a stroll in the dead of night.

Topic 28 : Animals

~
l Do you like animals? [

What types of animals do people keep as pets in your country?

How do most people feel about animals in your country?

{ What are animals used for in your country?

S - )

» Nouns

wildlife species domestic animal mammal
reptile dairy farming

» Verbs

protect conserve raise (farm animals)

» Adjectives

endangered extinct domesticated

78 .
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» Idioms

flora and fauna (= all animals and plants)  People in cities don’t really care about flora and fauna.
like one of the family People treat their dogs like one of the family.

make a fuss over (= care very much for) People often make a fuss over their pets.

Topic 29 : Routines

What time do you usually get up in the morning?
Are your weekday and weekend routines different?
What'’s your favourite time of day?

What'’s the worst part of the day for you?

» Nouns

habit fixed schedule agenda routine
» Verbs

wake up get out of bed retire (= go to bed)

P> Adjectives / Adverbs

later than usual earlier than normal flexible inflexible
rigid habitual
» Idioms

the daily grind (= everyday work routine) At the weekend I can forget about the daily grind.
get away from it all (= get away from the daily work routine)

It's a good idea to get away from it all at least once a month.
get into the swing of (= get used to) I find it quite easy to get into the swing of my study routine.
early bird (= someone who gets up early)  I'm not much of an early bird.

Topic 30 : Family

Tell me about your family.
What kind of things do you and your family do together?
Who does the housework in your family?

Would you prefer to have a larger or smaller family? !
-

» Nouns

family unit relative household chore (= housework)
family circle family connection

» Verbs

adore admire enjoy the company of
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» Adjectives
affectionate ~ intimate distant

» Idioms
it’s in the blood (= it’s a natural part of one’s character)
All my family are really fond of reading—TI guess it's in the blood.
run in the family (= be a shared family characteristic)
My brothers and [ have big ears—it runs in the family.
born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth (= born into a rich family)

[ wasn’t exactly born with a silver spoon in my mouth—my family is quite normal.

Topic 31: Céoking

Can you cook? ]

Who usually does the cooking in your home? : !
How do people usually learn to cook in your country? !
What are the advantages of being able to cook?

“

» Nouns

cookery cuisine ingredient recipe
home economics bite to eat (= snack) oven

» Verbs

become skilled at prepare entertain (= have guests)

> Adjectives

yummy full of flavour nourishing hot from
home-cooked famished

» Idioms

lip-smacking (= delicious)

When I entertain guests I try to prepare some lip-smacking recipes.
burmn to a crisp (= burn food)

Once I tried to prepare steak for my friends but it came out burnt to a crisp.
rustle up (= cook sth. quickly without a recipe)

It's good to be able to rustle up a quick bite to eat when you’re famished.

Topic 32 : Weddings

{yl-'[ave you ever been to a wedding? ‘ ]
! What do people usually do at weddings in your country?
i What clothes do people usually wear at weddings in your country? |
} Which people are usually invited to weddings?
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» Nouns

marriage ceremony bride groom honeymoon
bridal gown banquet best man bride’s maid
» Verbs

get married give presents drink a toast

> Adjectives

conventional customary ceremonial

» Idioms

tie the knot (= get married)
When people decide to rie the knot, they usually want to lead a steady life.
get hitched (= get married)
My cousin got hitched when she was 21 years old.
raise a glass (= drink a toast)
The bride and groom have to raise a glass with all the guests.
give (the bride) away (part of a traditional wedding ceremony)
The bride is given away by her father or mother.

Topic 33 : Public transport

/

What types of public transport can be found in your city?
¢ What type of public transport do you use most?
i

Are there any public transport problems in your city?

; How would you improve the public transport system in your city?

AN

» Nouns

transport network bus system minicab traffic

congestion delay fare commuter

journey rush hour

» Verbs

commute catch (a bus / train)

> Adjectives

old-fashioned inefficient well-organized government subsidized
» Idioms

packed like sardines / jam-packed (= very crowded)
During rush hour the buses are always jam-packed—actually the passengers are packed like
sardines.

pile-up (= traffic accident)

Sometimes there are serious pile-ups on the main roads.
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get stuck in traffic (= get stuck in a traffic jam)
Buses always get stuck in traffic during rush hour.

Topic 34 : Travelling

How much travelling have you done?
Do you prefer travelling alone or in a group?
| When you visit new places, what do you like:to do?

N

What places would you like to visit in the future?

» Nouns
package tour independent travel tourism tourist

tourist trap sightseeing holiday-maker travel agent

» Verbs
go backpacking go sightseeing

> Adjectives
touristy tacky overdeveloped exclusive

luxurious

» Idioms
off the beaten track (= to a place not usually visited by tourists)
When I go backpacking I prefer to go off the beaten track.
rough it (= live in uncomfortable conditions, eg, camping)
When we went camping we had to rough it for two days on the mountain.
see the sights (= visit the famous places)
I always try to see the sights.

Topic 35 : Names
2

Do you like your name?

Does your name have any special meaning?

| Who usually chooses babies’ names in your country?

Would you ever change your name?

L
» Nouns

surname last name middle name nickname

meaning

» Verbs
christen settle on signify pick out

r— 82 |
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> Adjectives

conventional insignificant auspicious

» Idioms
be named after (= have the same name as someone else)
My father named me after my great-grandfather,
nothing out of the ordinary (= common , ordinary)
My name is nothing out of the ordinary—it’s quite common.
run of the mill (= typical, ordinary)
My name is actually very run of the mill.

Topic 36 : Food

(7

What food do you like eating?

Is there any food that you don’t like?
What food is popular where you live?
Is fast food popular in your country?

‘; (See Topic 13: Restaurants and Topic 31: Cooking.)

~—— e . e

» Nouns

cuisine regional dish calory flavour

» Verbs

eat out dine out eat at home

> Adjectives

scrumptious appetizing revolting fattening

wholesome peppery sugary vinegary

» Idioms

wolf down (= eat very quickly) When I'm in a hurry I wolf down some fat food.
sink one’s teeth into (= eat (some special food)) I love to sink my teeth into a juicy steak.

something about it (= something strange or special) I can't stand seafood.There’s just something about
it 'm not sure about.

Topic 37 : Birthdays

7 ™
How are birthdays usually celebrated in your country?

What gifts do people receive on their birthdays in your country?
" Do people eat special food on their birthdays in your country?

\ Which birthday is most important in your culture?
N o
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» Nouns
get-together shindig greeting card surprise

» Verbs
get older grow older crack open a bottle of wine

> Adjectives
unexpected customary

» Idioms
throw a party (= have a party)
Maost people throw a party on their 21st birthday.
let one’s hair down (= enjoy oneself)
People can really let their hair down on their birthday.
push the boat out / paint the town red (= have a big celebration)
On their 21st birthday most people really push the boat out / paint the town red.

Topic 38 : Seasons

Tell me about the seasons in your country. - ‘

What is your favourite season?

Do the seasons affect people’s behaviour?
-~ Do you wear different clothes in different seasons?
» Nouns
time of year climate average temperature variability
» Verbs
vary fluctuate differ
> Adjectives
seasonal unpredictable erratic constant
» Idioms
in blossom (= many flowers opening) When you see the cherry trees in blossom you
know spring is on its way.
down south (= in the southern part of a country) Down south the winters are much milder.
up north (= in the northern part of a country) Up North the winters can be quite harsh,

Topic 39 : Birds

Are there many birds where you live?
How do people in China feel about birds?
Do birds have any special meaning in your culture? -

Should we protect birds? |
. ]
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» Nouns

poultry domestic fowl (= farm birds) species
habitat migratory bird resident bird pest

» Verbs

symbolize offer protection provide food for

> Adjectives

rare endangered widespread commonplace
mythical fairy-tale symbolic

» Idioms

on the wing (= flying)
In my city you can often see pigeons on the wing.
dart in and out (= move quickly between two things, eg, trees)
Almost every day I catch a glimpse of a woodpecker darting in and out of the pine trees near my
house.
in one’s own backyard (= near where one lives)
You never really see rare birds like owls in your own backyard.
ten a penny / dime a dozen (= very common)

Sparrows are fen a penny in my city—you can see them everywhere.

Topic 40 : Photography

Do you like taking photographs of new places? i
Is photography popular in your country? ;
| What kinds of photographs do you like looking at?
i
L
» Nouns

snapshot likeness landscape shot studio print

Would you prefer to buy a postcard or take a photograph of a new place?

» Verbs

get (photos) develope pose for the camera

» Adjectives

photogenic camera-friendly picturesque photographable

P Idioms
do justice to... (= represent or illustrate...accurately)
Photographs don't do justice to the beauty of natural places.
touch...up (= repair...on the surface)
The good thing about digital photos is that you can rouch them up afterwards.

strike a pose (= position oneself in a certain way)
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I never strike a pose in front of the camera—I'm not reaity pnotogenic.
zoom in on (= use a zoom lens to get a closer view on a camera)

My camera has a zoom lens so I can really zoom in on things and get fine detail in my shots.

Topic 41 : Flowers

Do you like flowers?
On what.occasions do people give flowers in your culture?

Do any flowers have a special meaning in your-culture?

J
» Nouns
flora petal lotus flower a bunch of (roses etc.)
florist hay fever a bouquet of flowers
artificial flower (= silk flower)
» Verbs
cultivate sneeze
» Adjectives
fragrant sweet-scented
» Idioms
in bloom (= when flowers are opening)
give off (= smell) Roses give off a sweet fragrance when they are in bloom.

reminiscent of (= reminding sb. of)  The fragrance of flowers in blossom is reminiscent of spring.

Topic 42 : Buildings

What types of buildings are there in your city?
Do you prefer old or new buildings?

Are historical.buildings important? |

Would you like to live in an old building?

» Nouns

architecture structural design skyscraper office

block residence

» Verbs

construct erect renovate demolish

» Adjectives

elegant well-designed unsightly contemporary

old-fashioned
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» Idioms
put up (= build) They are putting up loads of unsightly office blocks.
do up (= repair) They should do up some of the old-fashioned residences.

pull down (= demolish) They are pulling down older neighbourhoods to make way for the new

skyscrapers.

Topic 43 : Rain

Do you like rain?
What do you usually do when it rains?
How do people feel about rain where you live?

What do you think is worse, too much rain or not enough rain?

» Nouns

drizzle shower torrential rain downpour

» Verbs

pour down spit (=rain lightly)

P> Adjectives

showery damp waterlogged (clothing) waterproof
soaked

» Idioms

chuck it down (=rain heavily) In spring it often chucks it down.

get wet I really hate getting wet.

put off (= cancel a planned activity) If it’s pouring down with rain I will usually put off any outdoor
clear up (= stop raining) activities until it clears up.

Topic 44: Museums

Do you like museums?
How often do you visit museums?
What types of museum can be found in your country?

Why are museums important?

» Nouns

Natural History Museum  antique artefact fossil
» Verbs

put on display put on show exhibit
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» Adjectives

rare antique prehistoric primitive
» Idioms

take sth. in (= look at sth.) It takes about a full day to rake in all the museum.

make a day of sth. (= spend a whole day doing sth.)

I'm quite into making a day of walking around the science museum.
on view / on display There are loads of prehistoric fossils on view.

Topic 45: Relaxation
L

!

What do you usually do to relax?

How much time do you usually have to relax?
What do people usually do to relax in your country?

Do you think it's important for people to relax?

(Note: Most sporting activities are not “relaxing”, so do not talk about sport for this topic.)
S

» Nouns

break rest

» Verbs

unwind recuperate

» Adjectives -

soothing comforting calming

» Idioms

take a breather (= relax) I've mowed the front lawn, and I'm just taking a breather before taking
the back lawn.

chill out (= relax) Stop working; let's chill out.

take it easy (= relax) Don’t worry: take it easy.

put one’s feet up (= relax) On weekends, we always put our feet up.

Topic 46: Cycling

EDO you like cycling?

Is cycling popular in your country?
| What are the advantages of cycling?
' ‘ How often do you walk to places?

-

» Nouns
pushbike mountain bike © biking bike-riding
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» Verbs

peddle slow down speed up

» Adjectives

invigorating energetic environmentally-friendly

P Idioms

had it (= broken) My old pushbike has had it so I'm saving up to buy a new mountain bike.
run the risk of If you leave your bike in public place, you run the risk of having it stolen.

Topic 47: Healthy eating

%Do you like eating healthy food?
" Do you think it is important to eat healthy food?
Is fast food popular in your country?
Do you think people eat healthier food nowadays compared with people in the past? |
N : J
» Nouns

calory cholesterol vitamin mineral

» Verbs
munch (= eat) lose weight put weight on .

» Adjectives
nutritious nourishing wholesome harmful (to one’s health)

» Idioms

in good shape / in good condition (= having a healthy body)
She’s in good shape after months of training.

pig out (= eat a large amount of food, usually unhealthy food)
We pigged out on pizza last night.

a Big Mac Attack (modern slang for eating Macdonald’s fast food)
The Child is having a Big Mac Attack.

junk food (= unhealthy fast food)
Junk food has little or no nutrition.

a fast-food joint (=a restaurant which serves fast food)
There’s a fast-food joint in the strect corner.

Topic 48: Hotels

gDo you like staying in hotels?

How often do you stay in hotels?

| What types of hotels can be found in your city / country?
What are the advantages of staying in a hotel? ‘

N
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» Nouns

hostel hotel-chain (= holiday inn) room service
» Verbs

In English we do not usually say “live in a hotel”. The common verbs are:

reside in a hotel stay in a hotel be a hotel guest or resident

> Adjectives

spartan (=basic and simple) luxurious exclusive

» Idioms

get the royal treatment (= be treated as if one is a king or queen)

If you stay in an exclusive hotel, you usually get the royal treatment.
at one’s beck and call (= ready to serve sb.)

In most luxury hotels there are loads of staff at your beck and call.
creature comforts (= things that make people comfortable)

In 5-star hotels there are usually loads of creature comforts.

Topic 49: Outdoor activities

“ Do you like doing outdoor activities?
How often do you do outdoor activities?
1 What outdoor activities are popular in your country?
Do you think it's important for people to spend time outdoors?

(Use the same vocabulary as Topic 3: Hobbies / Free-time activities and Topic 4: Sports.)
(.

» Nouns

outdoor interest leisure pursuit

» Verbs
breathe fresh air feel the wind in one’s face

» Adjectives

bracing refreshing revitalising

» Idioms
out in the open air We always have a picnic out in the open air.

Topic 50: Memories of the past

Do you like to think about the past?
| How do you feel when other people talk about their memories?
|

Do you keep photographs to remind you of past events?
What can people learn from the past?

\

N
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» Nouns

recollection childhood early years
» Verbs

reminisce muse over recall

» Adjectives

reminiscent (memories) amusing

» Idioms

hang on to old memories (= remember sth. fora long time)
I'm not really the sort of person who likes to hang on to old memories—I prefer to look to the
future.
hark back to (= remember sth. in the past)
Some of my friends often hark buck to our childhood memories.
the here and now (= the present day)
[ think that the past is history; | prefer to live for the here and now.
rake up old memories (= remember past events, usually bad memories)

Some people often rake up old memories.

Topic 51: Childhood

gDid you have a happy childhood?
What part of your childhood do you remember most?
What makes a happy childhood?

What would you like to change about your childhood?

(Use the same vocabulary as Topic 50: Memories of the past.)

» Nouns

early years infancy formative years adolescence

» Verbs
grow up develop

» Adjectives
childish adolescent

» Idioms
in the prime of one’s life (= in one’s early years) In the prime of my life, I gained lots of prizes.
vim and vigour (= energy) During my adolescence I used to always have so

much vim and vigour.
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Topic 52: Colours

a .
HENTAL

What's your favourite colour?

What can we learn about a person from the colours they wear?

Do any colours have a special meaning in your culture?

» Nouns

vibrant colours (=vivid colours)  dull colours hue (= shade of a certain colour)
» Verbs

signify symbolize

» Idioms

give sb. the red carpet treatment (= treat sb. like a VIP)

Last night, we were given the red carpet treadment at the banquet.

red tape (= official rules)
He hated red tape.
see red (= become angry)
Her criticisms were enough to make anyone see red.
in the red (= owing money)
My bank account is 50 dollars in the red.
in the black (= not owing money to anyone)
A business must stay in the black to keep on.

green with envy (= jealous)

The other boys were green with envy when Joe bought a car.

B °  Summary of Part One Topics

All of these Part One topics are the authentic topics that
have been used in the speaking test for the last 5 years.

The speaking test recycles these topics but generally
speaking, there will be 10 topics in use for around 3 months.
After 3 months these topics will be changed to a different set
of 10.

The speaking test does not introduce new Part One
topics very often. On average 8 totally new topics are
introduced in a year. These new topics are introduced
gradually; so you will not suddenly encounter new topics in
Part One. It is more likely that you will see one or two new
topics introduced in each set of 10 topics.
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~——Part Two of the Speaking Test—

After completing Part One (usually afier 4~5 minutes)
the examiner will move onto Part Two of the speaking
test.

In Part Two the examiner gives the candidate a topic
card and the candidate has one minute to prepare and make
notes. After the one minute preparation time the candidate is
required to talk about the topic for between one and two
minutes (as a rule you are expected to speak for at least 1
minute 30 seconds—anything less than this and your
“Fluency” score may be reduced).

Candidates do not need to worry about “timing” in Part
Two because the examiner will stop the candidate when the

clock hits two minutes.

The best strategy in Part Two is to keep talking until
the examiner says stop. Candidates are naturally nervous
in this part of the test so it is not good to try to guess the

time.

IELTS Myth: Most people believe that in the speaking
test, Part One is the easiest, Part Two is more difficult and
Part Three is the most difficult secti(.)n. With regard to
performance, this is not usually the case. Most candidates
perform quite well in Parts One and Three but the Part
Two performance is usuvally the worst part of the
interview (i. e. the language quality is lower than other
parts).
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The biggest problem with Part Two is that candidates

focus on content. Most people are so busy trying to think
ab . "

—— ~bolls
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WES o

“language content” of their speech,

As we have already concluded, there are no marks for
content, so a Part Two that focuses on content will score
quite low on the marking system.

[ think it is good time to repeat myself here: The
examiner is NOT listening to what you say—he / she is only

listening to how you say it!

In the past,Amany of my students have approached me

with questions like:

“In Part Two is it OK for me to describe a Chinese
book?"

“In Part Two should I describe A or B?”

“In Part Two, what if the examiner isn’t familiar with
the thing that I describe?”

All of the above questions are totally irrelevant. The
examiner is not concerned with your choice of content

(however it must be related to the topic. )

During Part Two, the examiner is focused on the
marking system. Any features of the marking system that
you produce in Part Two will influence your score: content

will not affect your score.

So again we can see that content or ideas are irrelevant.
It really does not matter what you choose to talk about as

long as you are talking on the topic.
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A good Part Two is NOT focused on “telling the exa-

miner something”.

In the same way as Part One, during Part Two you
should be focused on the following features of language.

¢ Fluency
During a 2-minute talk it is essential to use linking
words, linking phrases and fillers (redundant language).
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¢ Vocabulary
Uncommon words

and idioms will significantly
increase your “Vocabulary” score. In Part Two try to find
words that are directly related to your topic area (most of the
Part One vocabulary from the previous chapter can be used
in Part Two). Don't forget to paraphrase.

¢ Grammar
Whatever you are saying in Part Two, say it with
complex sentences and if necessary use a variety of tenses

(see the detailed section on tenses in Part Two).
Part Two does NOT need to be:

+ Interesting

Some of the best Part Two performances are actually
quite boring! Here you must remember that the examiner
has probably heard 1000's of Part Two responses. Even if
your content is genuinely interesting (eg, you played football
with the Chinese National Team), it will not influence your

score in any way.

+ Original

It does not matter if you describe the same movie that
everyone else has described—the examiner is only listening
to how you describe it. In some ways describing the same
thing as other candidates can be work to your advantage—if
you are focused on language, your 2-minute talk will be

noticeably better than other candidates.

+ Familiar

It does not matter if the examiner is not familiar with
the thing that you are describing. In fact, if you describe
something unusual or unfamiliar, then you will probably
need to explain or paraphrase. Paraphrasing directly

increases your score!

* True

Some of the best Part Two performances are lies! Even
if the examiner knows you are lying, this cannot affect your
score. Obviously you should avoid outrageous lies, such as,

“Last year [ went to the moon with my classmates.”
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The Topic Card

The topic cards are printed in the same way. The basic
topic is presented and there are some guidelines or prompts

on the card.

123 20 ik 3w 18 [ o I ok
B2 (kA AR — sk 4 IR R

Ao

Describe an interesting trip you have been on.

You should say:
Where / When you went
What you did there

Why it was interesting

Whether you would like to go on a similar trip again.

One of the most important things to remember is that
the card is slightly misleading!

On the topic card, it says “You should say...”. This is
not actually true; the guidelines on the card are simply there
to help you! If you want to talk about those aspects, then that
is OK; however if you don’t want to follow the guidelines,
that is also OK.

The prompts on the card are not compulsory questions —

you are not required to provide answers.

As long as you are describing some aspects of the main
topic “an interesting trip you have been on”, there is no
problem.

For most of the topic cards it is a good idea to use the
guidelines because it means you have to think less about
content and can therefore concentrate more on language, but
if there is a guideline prompt that you don't like or you think
is a little difficult, eg, “Whether you would like to go on a
similar trip again”, feel free to ignore it and just talk about

some other aspect of your trip.

Irrelevant Content
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REEEHRELRUMMRST". WA
IZBEE, Tiiehd e 7 m .

Although we have said that content is irrelevant to your
score—you cannot produce two-minute content that is not
related to the topic.
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A fairly common problem in Part Two is that candidates

talk about a topic different to the one on their card. Example:

Describe a sport that you like playing or watching.

Sometimes a candidate will say:

AT sl e

R W — RS
ARIEHIEESIEE R EAER. 1.

“I don’t like sport so I will describe my favourite hobby which is playi‘ng\co‘mputer games,”

Clearly this is off-topic and Part Two speeches
which are off-topic are marked down—basically you
lose marks.

If you are given the topic “sports”, the examiner is
expecting to hear language (especially vocabulary) related to
that topic. If you avoid the topic, you will not produce
language related to your topic and your score will be
seriously affected.

Later in this section we will look at how to select your

content in Part Two.
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One of the challenging aspects of Part Two is the huge

number of potential topics. Naturally with such a wide range
of topics every candidate has certain topic areas that he or
she is comfortable with and others that they find more
difficult.

In the strategy section of this chapter hopefully this
problem will be addressed, but first it is probably a good
idea to look at the Part Two topics.

One important aspect to recognise is that many of the
Part One topics are recycled as Part Two topics.

Examples:
Part One Topic

~Restaurants
Reading

oA REE A —
77 iR KB AR IE R, T AT AN
JTZREE, AREEN -t
BHEK. A —SliTA R B
Xt

o A B N R T 8 4y £ 5
(A R HEAT BT S RE BB R UL iX A 0] &,
HAEKEEAALETH -TE X
SHNTE-

HEEENR, F—H0FHTER
ZEBETER _HahEE .

. Part Two Topic

" A restaurant

A book
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" Public transport
K TV Cheoe
The sea
Seasons
Clothes
Photography
“Hobbies"
Sports
Animals
Buildings

This list could go on, but the main thing to realise is
that most of the topic areas for Part Two are very similar to
Part One. This is to your advantage because it means you
can use Part One language in your Part Two.

There is no danger of repetition here because if you are
given a certain topic in Part One you will NOT get the same
topic in Part Two..So if the examiner asks you about
“animals” in Part One, you will not get the Part Two topic

“Describe an animal...”

Instead of making a huge list of Part Two topics it is
easier to put all of the topics into groups or categories.

The most obvious categories are as follows:

(1) Experiences / Past events

"(2) Object's’/v‘ Maferidfposseséioﬂs

(3) People -

(4) Places

(5) Media related :

(6) Others (anything " that doesn’t fit into the 5
categories above)

One of the advantages of grouping topics together is
that when you look at the relationships between some of the
topics you will see that it is in fact possible to use the same
content for more than one topic card.

mﬁfm&u

I -

e £ ,-.u".“_v 5

Form of public transport
TV pr6é'rzimme" B

A river, lakeorsea . . -
A season

An item of clothing

A photogréph

A hobby

A sport

" Ananimal ~

A building
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In this way you don't need to prepare a separate XEE—kEERAL Tk
response for every topic card, you can reuse the same | {EM-FAMMHES, WTLUEHMERRE
language for many different topics. FEA9IET N B AR ES

The individual topic cards are given later in this KRB EHSERT S EE
section. Bl

There are a number of different ways to deal with Part AR BRAFE AN XT
Two and some are more effective than others. ¥, Hp—ii 5 —sEHY,
From our earlier observations we can conclude that ERMNZHTiETER, B

the best strategy is one which focuses directly on the | {EEHEW MK HEHEE P FIEL
features detailed in the marking system and produces as | FRYEVEMIF AR M B FIBEIFE, &
many of these features as possible in the 2-minute time | 2 434 A9ATIE] R AT fE B R A X
frame. BEAELE

One important area that is often neglected is the one- HBAEARESHEZOANBEEN—K
minute preparation time. In my experience many candidates | £JF | 3ppRIHERITE, BEHENE
actually cause problems for themselves in the one-minute | BTk, B HETEX | F4PHHES
preparation time. AfiE] L, SERR L R4 B ST BRI

O Activity
Look at the following topic card and make notes for one minute.

Describe an interesting building in your city.
You should say:

What the building looks like

What it is used for

Why it is interesting
How often you visit this building.

Most people write notes in the following way:

(1) a Chinese building./ old: ; (3) its very old

(2) alibrary / books . . .(#oncea Vm_ont'h_),_,

What often happens is that most people write EHABBELS B FIEMNETR
“answers” to the guidelines and prompts and usually those | EE TArigH AR", BHXLZE
“answers” are in very simple language. BHIESTEIEHF R,

Wher Port Twn haaine neanla ara farnead an their M4 Ay — R LN T b st %*‘E‘Eﬁ
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notes—their notes contain basic answers to the prompts
so the focus of their Part Two is basic answers in response
to the prompts. Obviously, this is not an effective

strategy.

At this early stage one effective strategy is to ignore the
prompts altogether and use a simple Three-step Preparation
Method.

The Three-step Preparation Method

PERMIIPFINER— LA H
SRR RRINE I, bl 15—
A E RUBURARLE S X R B R
BIE, RR, ZAR— BRI

TETF B0 — N R SR g R 52
£ PR LE R 7R 17 1 SR F— o 78] 2
W =R,

Step 1 : Selection

Selecting the “right thing” to talk about is quite
important if you want to produce a good quality Part
Two.

As we have already discussed, the examiner doesn’'t
care what you talk about but here we are not talking about
the examiner—we are talking about you.

If you choose the wrong thing to talk about you might
have problems talking for two minutes on that topic. If you
have problems finding content, the quality of your language
will suffer.

The important first step is to select something that is
easy to talk about. Once you have something easy to talk
about, you can concentrate on language features and ways to

increase your score.
Easy topics should:

(A) Have lots of features

The more features your topic has, the easier it is to keep
talking or developing your Part Two. This is not always
possible for every topic but generally it is easier to talk about
“bigger” things than “smaller” specific things.

(B) Be expandable

This is similar to the point above, but you should
choose something that is expandable, i. e. you can keep
adding points on to the end of your speech (maybe by telling
a story).

100,
L ENGLISH

F— mH

WRFBERER BB BT
&, &S RMNE KRR
HEHM,

EAERATZRTATHEH, BEHFA
EESEUHAE, (BREXBIRINAR
FE—RITRAIR, B4,

R A PR AE M EI N ARIR,
WIFSRA BB MMERA NETTBR
T o WERB A RAERFINRNE , iE
ARENEE —ESZINIGF.

B EENSREEFRRS
BRENE. —Hkl TESIERIN
B BARAT LS PR R
FIRT LA B It E R e T

B 5 R IR %

(A) BRBFR

BEMEERANSERRE, B
THaMBAEG R, XA B
ERERE R, BRI U Yag ek
MR LGS BN YRR S .

(B) #HRIFitiR

o b VW e JaE 37 22
IR 5 RIT R IR TG, LRk it
A AT LA LRI IE R A8 AT LA A AT
PHRRIFREEHF AT LABE P ).

Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn


HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


’DﬂLE«IGLi_EH

(C) Include some “invented” aspects (i. e. lies)

The easiest things to describe are not always the true
things. If you have only been on a trip once in your life and
you went to the West Lake in Hangzhou, this does not give
you much to talk about. It would be a good idea to say that
you spent a week in Hangzhou, a week in Suzhou, a few
days in Wuxi and a few days in Shanghai. You might be
lying—but by doing so you are making your Part Two much,

much easier.,

It might not be possible to cover all the 3 points above
but if the topic seems particularly difficult it is probably best

to invent your content.

Ignore the adjective
Many people get distracted by the adjectives which
often appear in the topic description, eg, look at the

following Part Two topic cards:

your city...”

*An interesting building in

Don't try to think of a building that is particularly
interesting. You don’t lose marks if your building is not very
interesting and you don’t get more marks if your building
seems very interesting. Just choose “any building” that fits
the topic loosely.

Don’t go with the first idea

Usually the first idea in your head is the worst idea. It
is usually a good idea to ignore the first idea in your head
and go with the second or even third idea that you come up
with.

O Activity

3 The Sneakin&¥east Format

(CIBRE—EHRE N BITon)
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BH EHRMET - BH, EXH
HTILK, EE\XINTILK, MiX
BN I L. BEBTFREN

ML R R 1 2 (5 A R X 5
“HAEBEHBZE.
sE2 BB Ll = S TR

KRaTfE, HRURIEEELZKMEY
HIXE, At ZVRREINE

RRE R B
REAMEE DL H BT

AANTBTEEN. BETHENE

WAEEE : FRIIH— A& E

ARG AN EAHSAH BN
BH BEH AN APTREERAR
RIBAHEM R, WALE AR
HESAEH A BT EH5 . LB
- B KA IEERRAT
FERE— N BEERE

A LTS — MR
BRI — BEFNIMNEREE
kgt BRESE — MR, TRAZ
RN RERZE =

Look at the following topics and use the selection method to choose “easy” subjects to talk about,

" An interesting trip you have been on
An important building in your city
A subject you liked at school

Something interesting or unusual you do in your free time

A walk you take regularly
* Some travelling you would like to do

l A happy event in your life
_

A
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Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn


HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


’mLmﬁLi;H

Some examples of “easy selections” and “difficult selections™;

A famous person A singer / actor
[

Topic | Easy Difficult |
An important building A shopping mall Your school library |
A trip ' To Hong Kong To Yellow Mountain l

A politician / leader

Step 2 : Vocabulary

The next step in the one-minute preparation is to write
down as many examples of uncommon vocabulary as
possible. The vocabulary must be directly related to the topic.

A pgood method is to ask the following question:
“Can this word be used for many other topics?” If the
answer is “Yes” then that word is NOT directly related to
the topic.

Q Activity

$=F: WL

TE 1 Y HER AT R 8, T—2%
BRAMEZME T —LIeH AR,
XL S TS A K

—ANFIMERF AT A
R - X AR AT LA FAE FC A 1 1 2"
MRFEREEHN, WaXNEAHR
AR GEBEEMRE,

Look at the following example. Topic: Describe some travelling you like to do.

Vocabulary:
exciting . . s . interesting ' . -opportunity, . tourism
 sightseeing- . ., .attractive. A . backpack ... explore
excursion . leave special . mountain
Ask the question: “Can this word be used for many other topics?”
Topic-related words are:
tourism sightseeing backpack --explore * excursion

The other words are not directly related to the
topic and could probably be used for many Part Two
topics, eg, interesting (this word could be used for almost
every topic).

It is not wrong to use the common words during your
Part Two talk, but at this preparation stage you need to find

uncommon topic-specific words.

102

75— RIAA SIS
%, ATHERT LUHF I S5 28 4HE
B, {5 fninteresting(GX 4™ 17 JLFa] LA
HTFAEATED),

TE S8 84 0 TP i 8 1)
CHERSE, HREEXMESENE
TEETERRINREERANSIE
B EHEMXEENL
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O Activity

Find uncommon topic-specific vocabulary for the following topics:

~Afilm that you have seen
A school subject

Uncommon or topic-specific vocabulary is given for
each topic card later in the book. Most of the vocabulary
given in the Part One topic section of this book will be
related to many of the Part Two topics and can be used in
your Part Two talk.

Step 3 : Grammar Point

This is one of the most important considerations for
your Part Two talk. Most candidates completely ignore this
aspect. Different Part Two topic cards require different
grammar. Look at the following topics and think about the

required grammar content for each.

Describe an object you use every day.
Describe a vehicle that you would like to own.
Describe a happy event in your life.

In Part Two, there are 3 basic tense requirements: some
topics need mostly present tenses; others need past tenses.

others need conditional tenses.

When you look at your topic card, decide which tenses

you need to use.
Example:

1. Describe an activity you enjoyed in an English lesson.

A song / piece of music
Aneighbour ~ - e

I S B E MR
AILE2AFBRHSH . A HHkE
FiESE— RS — A R At £
BUaC R 55 Z SR,
AT LA SR — 8 &iE TR

H=%. 8%
XEE_MISEPEEEDN
EEHENZ—, FEZERLEBUT
XANAE. AFEMBEZBIEE R
ARIFIEERER . BE T HNTESE
T B MEBIEEEKR,

BoHAR, HFEEAMNRE
B3R, — G EHEEAAEN;
B—EEHEN; B —GEE
&,

YEEERE, HEEH—H
o

(Mostly past tenses) eg: The teacher asked us to pretend...

2. Describe a place in a city that you know well.

(Mostly present tenses) eg: This place is quite special because it has...

3. Describe a vehicle which you would like to own.

(Mostly conditional tenses and some present tenses for describing)

eg: If I had a helicopter I would be able to...
Helicopters are an expensive luxury.
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When the examiner gives you paper and pencil for HEEREEEBRRIBER
making notes, write down the type of tense on the paper. In this | I HE &1t , 7E48 B T M R AR
way when you look at your notes you will be reminded that you | . XHM4E4F Y| E &6, 7TLU
should be using a certain tense and this will significantly | 2 8§ CNOZFWRFPET AR, 53X AT LIEH
improve your grammar performance during your talk. BREEGEESEPEERE TR

Preparation Summary

Remember you only have one minute to prepare so you oA E | 8RS, BT
really don’t have time to write sentences or phrases. The | )4 %t 34 1@k B F A Fai ¥4

most important thing to write on your paper is probably a | &, FEfE4 FE FHREEMNE —Lt
few vocabulary items and a grammar reminder. PAIRFERIEIR

Example: Describe an item of clothing you like to wear.

Pair of jeans

Present tense + Past tense

designer brand trendy -

comfortable

Describe a vehicle that you would like to own.

Helicopter

Conditional tense... I would / could

a luxury millionaire
If you prepare in this way you are focusing on language MAXEEEREEEHED
and this will have a direct influence on score. ATESL, S2HETZWMOE,
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The Fluency-based Strategy

This strategy focuses on the fluency aspect of the
marking system. Earlier in this book we concluded that
linking words and linking phrases can increase your
“Fluency” score—this strategy is based on producing good
quality linking structures in your two-minute talk and

combines these with complex sentence structures.

First look at the following topic card.

Describe a spori that you like playing or watching.
You should say:

What the sport is

How often you play / watch it

Why you like it

Whether it is popular in your country.

The first thing to notice is that all topic cards have one

thing in common.

Look carefully at the 4 prompts on any topic card and
you should notice that they all share the same grammar
feature.

What the sport is
How often you play / watch it
Why you like it

Whether it is popular in your country

Most people think that these are 4 questions. Look
carefully—they are not questions; they are in fact a single
clause or part of a sentence (statement). This fact is true for
every Part Two topic card.

For this strategy, you can divide your talk into 4 parts
(the 4 prompts). Take the first one for example: “What

the sport is”

X — FEBE RS X4 RGP XY
TERFITR B AR . BAT TN RTE
MABETER L D ERAMERE
MR LU NS R 2E A
S ——X — R TR BB A TR
P4 B S O ] PR R R TR
BREEREHNRAT, JHRX®E
g5 5 R A A TS &

HABE THAEER.

HAEEENEFTANEE R
A — MR

FHEESF LRSI, %
Az ERENTRA MR RIEE
R o

FE AN AR 2 94 A 140
BEREAENREREM ARE,
Lk EETMULE BN WA EE R
FERRH—E 5. BrAS
SIETERERERR AN

AR A LA X — SR HE 20
53 R UUANERSF (BB R I PSR ) o
L1485 — d5 “What the sport is” }14]
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You can use this to create your opening sentence. XA A LS HAE D SET S A .

“I guess I could'begin by saying something :about-what the sport is,and I-think I would
have to choose football. Most people know that football is...”

This sentence has 3 strong features. It contains complex XM FEEN RS E
linking structures, redundant language and complex | & H N EEEW . TTRME &
grammar (sentence structure). BRI FE51),

Another advantage of using this type of structure is that i X PP S B — b7

you don’t really need much content because you will | FEAREERRKBHANE., BN
probably spend almost one minute producing the complex | iHH LM EE M EEEHKILE

linking phrases. 1 535pitia),
If used correctly, this structure will have a positive MEFEREY, XFHEWKE
affect on your “Fluency” and “Grammar” scores. | B TFREEAENSWE A%
R
Now look at the second prompt: WEBES SRR

“How often you play / watch it*“(you need to change “you” to “I")

The sentence might be: | AFWF
“Going on to my next point which is how often I play it, I really need to add that if I have

enough time I usually play it about twice a week. In fact...”

And then the third prompt: “Why you like it". The third
sentence could be:

AR5 = S 487K : “Why you like
it”, E=RAJNTF:

“And now with reference to why I like 'it,“ the point [ want to make here is that...”

And the last prompt: “Whether it is popular in your
country”. The fourth sentence:

HERBIG— SR “Whetheritis
popularinyourcountry”, $EIYAJANT .

“And so finally then, if I have time, in answer to the question of whether it is popular in my
country, really I should mention that...”

So the final structure (without content) might look like
this:

FREM(TNE )T LR

“Iguess I could begin_ by sayihg something about what the sport is, and I think I would have
to choose... R

Going on to my next point which is how often I play it, I really need to add that...

And now with reference to why I like it, the point I want to make here is that...

’nuu.]a‘i@a.i_su Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn
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~And so finally then, if I have time, in answer to the questlon of whether it is popular in my
country, really I'should mention that...”

Practice reading the structure above. Depending on the S IME 8, BTEEN
speed it should take you between 30 ~45 seconds. This | /R[a], T4 30~45 FLAUATE] , X ELk
means that you only need about one minute of content. As | FE4 NTmE LY | HHHLSFER
there are 4 points, you only to find about seconds of actual | 2%, T4 4 KR, 4 REEAS

content for each point. — R MR TP B SERR A RN AT,
Now look at the next topic card with a complete HAEBRE TEMEGFE, LS
structure with content. ARENEMMAKAS.

Describe a fumous person you would like to meet.
You should say:

Who the person is

Why he / she is famous

Why you would like to meet this celebrity

What you would like to do if you met this person.

“I guess 1 could begin by saying something about who this person is, and I think 1 would

have to choose the superstar Jackie Chan from Hong Kong.

Going on to my next point which is why he is famous, I really need to add that he is a
world-renowned martial arts film star as well as Being a successful director. In fact he was
probably the first Chinese actor to achieve blockbuster success in Hollywood.

And now with reference to why I would like to meet this celebrity, the point I want to

make here is that | have always been a big fan of martial arts movies, so if I had the chance to
meet one of my childhood idols, it would be a dream come true.
And so finally then, if | have time, in answer to the question of what I would like to do if |

met him, really [ should mention that I would probably ask him to teach me a few special Kung
Fu tricks and I would possibly invite him out for dinner at a classy restaurant or something like
that.” ‘

The structure is complete in the example above but it LHEAFHIRNEHRRTE
probably needs slightly more content (maybe one more | {LLEFAETHEHF L —HAHNAE (KBS
sentence for each point). However, there are many very | — ST EH L —4)1E). A,
good features in the example so far. HLRARBIFHIER,

O Analysis

“I guess I could begin by saying something about who this person is, and 1 think [ would

have to choose the superstar Jackie Chan from Hong Kong,

r - 107
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(The first point is quite simple, but for most Part Two
topics the first point is usually just a simple factual

introduction.)

Fluency: the sentence begins with a linking phrase and
contains redundant language.

Vocabulary: one topic-related word— “‘superstar”.

Grammar: complex structure and use of complex

tense — “I would have to choose...”.

(F—REFRP, HREEKRE
BHE _HrEEPE—BER
B—MEREEIATE, )

FEF A FLAEEEEIEF L
HFHEF A,

WiC: &— 1" 5EEHXNIE
“superstar”,

1B ARV RE SR
W Fi—"I would have to choose...” ,

iC

“Going on to my next point which is why he is famous, I really need to add that he is a

world-renowned martial arts film star as well as being a successful director. In fact he was

probably the first Chinese actor to achieve blockbuster success in Hollywood.”

S

Fluency: the sentence begins with a linking structure
and contains 3 more connecting structures: I really need to

add that”, “in fact”, “as well as”.

Vocabulary: topic-related uncommon words: “world-

renowned”, “blockbuster success”.

Grammar: the use of the connecting structures makes
it one long and complex sentence.

R A FLUEESEW IR E
BLEFIP=ZATEHELEH : L really need

to add that”, “in fact”, “as well as” .

RAC: & 5AMHXNIEHR i
iC : “world renowned”, “blockbuster

success” o

% ERGHWHEREZ RN
—MRME KT F .

“And now with reference to why I would like to meet this celebrity, the point [ want to

make here is that | have always been a big fan of martial arts movies, so if [ had the chance to

meet one of my childhood idols, it would be a dream come true.”

Fluency: begins with a linking phrase, and contains 2
other connectives.

Vocabulary: topic-related uncommon word: “child-
hood idol”; Idiomatic phrase: “dream come true”.

Grammar: the sentence is complex and contains
examples of conditional tense—"so if | had the chance to

meet one of my childhood idols, it would be...”

108,
L ENGLISH

TR DAEREEIEF L, FE
&N H ALK E R

WIC: 5EEMEXMIER A
iC “childhood idol”; 3i& . "“dream
come true” ,

Bk A TFHAER. A8 %N
) Bf 75 #Y %) F—"so if | had the

chance to meet one of my childhood

idols, it would be...”
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Q1 Tha annl(?n{f"ﬁ&f FArmat

( “And so finally then, if I have time, in answer to the question of what I would like to do if I |

j that.”

met him, really I should mention that I would probably ask him to teach me a few special Kung
Fu tricks and I would possibly invite him out for dinner at a classy restaurant or something like

Fluency: begins with a linking phrase and contains
redundant language—"or something like that”.

Vocabulary: uncommon words: “tricks”, “classy”.

Grammar: the sentence structure is complex and
contains examples of conditional tenses: “would probably” ,
“would possibly”.

O Overall Analysis

Each of the four points covered in this Part Two talk
focuses on all 3 areas of the marking system (we can’t really

work on pronunciation at this stage).

In summary, everything the candidate says is in some
way increasing the speaking score.

Notice that the actual “content” that is presented

doesn’t really make any difference to the score.

This style of response is probably the easiest way to
achieve a score of 7 or higher in Part Two.

O Important Note

Notice that in the answers, the candidate doesn’t change
the wording from the topic card. If you start changing the
wording you will begin to make grammar errors and this

will reduce your “Grammar” score.

You can make very slight changes if you are 100% sure
the change is correct, eg:

Who the person is — Who he is

R EEEEERIFA Y
£ JUiA—"or something like that",
1AL FAFEHR): tricks”,“classy”,

. B mTEMERTEER R
{4 3 s} 25 #9491 F : “would probably”,

“would possibly”

[ I 3 ik ) b Y
RE—QBESFMERY =T
(Y RBATER TR R ZE ).

B2, ZHEFRTE NEE
RS EIEN T BiE 5.

YR A BTSRRI A
SR 2 B,

XA EIE AT RERESE ZH R
B 7 4807 43 LA b A BLER B B R B
Tk

EE, EEED, BHEEBRAR
TEER L H R iR A A K
ARFIA , BERTREALTRIE R, Xl
DE R’

R S E T E SRR
IEBE, AT RN

Why you would like to meet this person — Why I would like to meet this star

Changing one or two words is fine but don’t change the

actual structure of the clause on the topic card or your whole

EH—WANRRAUK, EEAR
ERREEF LA S, B
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sentence could be grammatically wrong.

Language for the “Fluency-based Strategy”

VA kit

| AT AT REH BLB R SR,

As mentioned earlier in this section the four linking
structures and four topic card prompts work for EVERY
Part Two topic. You will need to create your own 4 linking

phrase structures.

The examples below can be combined in any order
and they will all work with every prompt on every topic
card.

When you choose your four structures, try to select
sentences that don’t repeat the same vocabulary (eg: “point”,

“subject” etc.).

Don’t waste time and energy learning and memorizing
every possible linking phrase given below. Choose one from
each section and learn those 4 so that you can produce them
perfectly and naturally. Practice using those 4 for as many

Part Two topics as you can.

Most of the following language can also be used in Part
One and Part Three; so if you have time to spare it will be
useful to get used to this way of making sentences. '

A. Opening phrase + the first prompt from card

IEmASIETHRREE, O E
HEAMANUANEE R RRXTE 85
EFEERA R BERTBERSY
N H EREREEEWRATUT .

T & B F AT LALME I F 4
X, ENFE8MNEEF LS
— RN,

EHENUANEAR, REBEEIRL
BAEEEMRBRILMAF (FlW
“point”, “subject” %),

AE AT B F F1R BAERIE T
45 H A — AT RE R B 0 A
. NE—HMER—EHIE
WAL, X RAERIFR AR
MU XS . RATRES M6t XT38
RS E LR SR A RS

TE KR ENRATUARES
— R =8 HUL R R
RFEH, BB MERNHTRERE
.

So, to start with I'll talk about who the person is...

So I guess I could kick off by stating who the person is...

Ok then, I guess I could start off by answering who the person is...

Alright then, in response to the first question of who the person is...

So to begin with, in reply to the initial point of who the person is...

Ok, I'll start-the ball rolling by touching on the matter of who the person is...
Right then, I'd like to get cracking by pointing out who the person is...

So I suppose I should commence with the first aspect which is who the person is...
Initially then, Id like to get started by looking at who the person is...

Ok so my first point here would obviously be who the person is...

Before you add your content sentence, you need to add

another linking phrase:

110
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..and I thmk VI‘Wo‘uld have to choose... - ...and I"d have to go for...

...and Fd prQbably sélect... ‘ . ...and my choice is going to be...
...and the one Id pick is... :
So your opening sentence might be: | ERLE RS AT AT LA AR -
“OKk, I'll start the ball rolling by touching on the matter of who the person is, and I’d have to
go for Jackie Chan.”
It would be a good idea to develop this first sentence H— P — R B R R
further using a simple linking structure: F—AERFESR— MG,

because, for the reason that, actually, who is , which is (was), where, in fact, although,
particularly, especially, etc.

“Ok, I'll start the ball rolling by touching on the matter of who the person is, and I'd have to
go for Jackie Chan for the reason that...”

Remember, the first point will probably be your iofE, F—aHiFEEE IR
shortest point; so don’t worry if you can’t develop it with lots | 78— &, F ISR TEu: A B4
of details. TR AL

B. The second point + the second prompt from card
4

Going on to my next point which is why he is famous...
Continuing then with the next point of why he is famous...
Now with regard to the next question of why he is famous...
Next then in response to the point of why he is famous...
Regarding the theme of why he is famous...

Now on the subject of why he is famous...

. Now concerning the matter of why he is famous...
e —
Before you explain this point you need to add a second ERBX—EZHEERAR—
linking phrase (similar to your first point). MEENEIE(SE—SHEED.

...and what I'd like to add here is that...

...and'what I need to emphasize here is that...

...and what I ought to stress here is that...

...and the thing that needs to be highlighted here is that...
...and what I have to mention here is that...

’ml.am.is.u Redesigned by ieltsdifhluc.yn
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Notice that all of these linking structures end in “that”. EEFAXEEESGHEU
This means it is very easy to make a complex sentence | “that"#5R. X, SMRAEFiEL M
structure by adding a simple clause. — AT B BT L A ) T 45

So the second point might be: B LASE — s T RE R X RE

“Now concerning the matter of why he is famous, and the thlng that needs to be hlghhghted
here is that he is a world-renowned martial arts film star.” ‘ -

You should develop this point using a basic linking NS — AR ERE
word with one or two details which help to explain your first | &N - —FI Al LABREE — K4
point. TR HITRIF

Remember—you don’t really need to speak for more WHE—FAEATERX N A
than 40 seconds on any of the 4 points, so don’t introduce | H{EE— ik it 40 B, FEA
too many details. BRRBANT

C. The third point + the third prompt from card

\{ Progressing to the subject of why I would like to meet this celebrity...

| Moving onto the business of why I would like to meet this celebrity...
Drawing attention to the matter of why I would like to meet this celebrity...
Proceeding with the issue of why I would like to meet this celebrity...

Moving forward onto the area of why I would like to meet this celebrity...

v

Now add your second linking phrase: | BAERASR R
I-would like to explain that... What I"d like to make clear Iis‘that,..
You really have to understand that... ‘ What I'd like to shed light on here is that...

I suppose I should underiine the fact that...

So the third point could be: | B8 = o AT LA SRR B3

“Moving onto the business of why I would like to meet this celebrity, the chief explanation
would most likely be that I would probably ask him to teach me a few special Kung Fu tricks.”

Now use another linking word to develop this point PRAE B 55 Ah— S R X
into a longer sentence (give reasons, details, explanations | — & h— & —Sbpy /) F (4L
etc.) IR 40795 | MR

D. The fourth point + the fourth prompt from card
If you give fairly long responses for the other points, ISR ERA LA A R rE
you might not have time to cover the last point. This is | Z4HM44< , ATELBEA HHERR RIRSG—

zié‘%d_su
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not a problem, as long as you have produced all of the | /&, HEXAFRI=S EERATHIAN
linking structures in the first 3 points—your Part Two talk | 4454, XA RIE—E4ES—

will be fine. W EENBLEA.
The last linking phrase: BR RERMEIE.

| Finally then, if there’s time, 1 could deal with the last question of... ‘
To end with, if [ still have time, I could take care of the final question of... \
As a final point, if time permits, I’d like to bring in the point of... ‘

To cut a long story short, as my very last point, with reference to the question of...

It will probably be unnecessary to develop this point AL ERX—HABF. H
because hopefully the examiner will stop you around this | - EHE A EEX HITH X4 .
point.

Most people find that when they use this method, they KEBES KB Yi1ERX
reach the two-minute mark just after saying this final linking | — 5kt , W27 35652 i Jn 0%
phrase. e 3eF TR BLE Ul DY

Strategy Summary &

The reason why this strategy is called the “fluency- o 7% F iy I T LK A )
based strategy” can be illustrated below. JE T R,

Your overall answer will look something like this: EHBEBUMIAE Lo RIXEE:

1. Linking phrase + prompt + linking phrase + details + connective...
2. Linking phrase + prompt + linking phrase + details + connective...
3. Linking phrase + prompt + linking bhrase + details + connective...
4, Linking phrase + prompt + linking phrase + details + connective...

In the marking system, linking phrases and connectives VR ARG, R IR
feature heavily in the fluency scoring and so obviously an | FfEHFIBEE S PTEEFXEREN
answer of this type has an enormous affect on your | VEH, [KIHiXfh2SRIMK) 0] 25 B ARG X%

“Fluency” score. A TR —TRAAR 4 = B R,
It is intefesting to note that most people only produce 3 BRI R B8R

or 4 linking phrases in their whole interview. However, if | F S| = UM ERMEIE, Rifi—H%
you use this system you will produce 8 of these in your Part | A= {ifi HliX—&5HIAR R, UXAES — 54y

Two talk alone! SET RS A\ ERRME IS
It is also important to realise that the overall structure ERRIFEEN S, X—
produces a large amount of complex grammar structures. BRI LA KB E #iE%
K.
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O Advice

As the author of this book, an IELTS examiner for 5 e BREE , NN EREL

years and an IELTS trainer for 6 years, | strongly | I&pHERCEE ., A ASELZXBHTELR
recommend all candidates to use this strategy in Part Two. It | 52|, & F RIS ITE WL ETE
instantly transforms what is usually the worst part of the | 4 — ¥R/ fdi FiiX — 08, T ATLASE
speaking test into the highest scoring part. 2 L HLHCE E R i DB R P &
E MR R RIS o

Examples of Part Two Using the Fluency Method

Describe an animal that can be found in your country.
You should say:

What type of animal it is

Where it can bé found

Whether you have seen it

What other people think of this animal.

Preparation Notes

Panda

Present tense + Past tense

national symbol nature reserve
endangered species protected
Part Two Talk
' T I
| “So to begin with, in reply to the initial point of what type of animal it is and the one I’d

| pick is the giant panda. Actually there are two types of panda, the lesser or red panda and the
commonly known giant panda which is the national symbol of China.
Now concerning the matter of where it can be found, and what I ought to stress here is that

because it is an endangered species it lives mostly in protected nature reserves in Western China
although it is also possible to see them in zoos around the world.

Moving onto the business of whether I have seen it, I suppose I should underline the fact
that I visited the Panda Sanctuary in Chengdu 2 years ago while I was travelling in Sichuan

Province. It was actually a one-day tour of the pandas’ habitat which included lectures from
conservation experts. \

’nuu.ﬁih.i_su Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn



HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


-~

As a final point, if time permits, I'd like to bring in the point of what other people think of

this animal. I guess that most Chinese people feel some sense of patriotism towards the giant
panda because it is recognized globally the archetypal Chinese animal. ”

Describe a useful skill that you would like to learn.
You should say:

What the skill is

Why you would like to learn it

Whether it would be difficult to learn

Whether you think you will learn this skill in the near future.

Preparation Notes

Tai Ji / Tai Chi

Conditional tense + Present tense

would / could / might

Part Two Talk
P

Ok, I'll start the ball rolling by touching on the matter of what the skill is, and I’d probably
select the Chinese martial art Tai Ji, a skilled art which is used to promote physical and spiritual
well-being.

Continuing then with the next point of why I would like to learn it, and what I ought to

stress here is that I would really like to get in shape because at the moment I'm quite unfit. Ever
since I was a kid I've been kind of fascinated by Tai Ji, especially the way it can help you to
relieve stress and improve overall physical fitness.

Progressing to the subject of whether it would be difficult to learn, you really have to

understand that it would probably be quite demanding at first, then again I'm sure I would be

able to deal with the challenge, although it might be tough to master some of the complicated

breathing exercises. |
So to end with, if I still have time, I could take care of the final question of whether [ think I

will learn this skill in the near future, and I should say that I have in actual fact already signed up ‘

for a Tai Ji class which is run at the local martial arts centre near where I live.”
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Describe your childhood home.

You should say:
What type of house / flat it was
Where it was located
What you liked about it

Whether you still live in this house / flat,

Preparation Notes

Rural cottage

PAST TENSES

thatched roof backyard

Part Two Talk

—

! “Right then, I'd like to get cracking by pointing out what type of house it was, and I’d have

to go for the house that | was born in, which was a spacious rural cottage in a mountainous area
of Northwest Hubei. Actually this was a single storey house with about five bedrooms.

Regarding the theme of where it was located, and the thing that needs to be highlighted

here is that it was set in lush fields near a range of mountains near the border with Sichuan
Province. Actually it was quite isolated—the nearest town was about 10km away and the roads

were quite bumpy.

} Moving forward onto the area of what I liked about it, I would like to explain that although

I don’t remember too much about it, the things that has always stayed in my mind are the
thatched roof which made it nice and cool in the hot summer months and the communal
courtyard that we shared with our neighbours. ‘

l Finally then, if there’s time, I could deal with the last question of whether I still live in this ‘
house and as I've already mentioned I was born in this house but I moved out when I was about
| S years old. J
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The following pages offer most of the Part Two topic

cards with suggested ideas for selection, uncommon
vocabulary and some grammar tips.

The topics are arranged into basic groups, eg, people,
places, events etc.

Remember you do not need to memorise or learn the
language on the topic cards because you will be able to look
at the card throughout your Part Two talk.

It is important to try to learn and remember uncommon
vocabulary for each of the topic areas.

The most important thing to remember is that you can
use the same content or vocabulary and grammar for many

different topics (eg, a teacher, an old person).
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1 (A famous person
(2) A sports star

(3) A singer or musician

(5) An old person

(6) A teacher who has influenced you
(7) A neighbour

(8) A child you know

(9) A family member

(10) Compare two family members

(12) A friend
(13) A happy person who you know

(14) A successful leader who you admire

(4) A character from a story / film / TV programme

(11) Someone who you have studied or worked with

(15) Someone you know who speaks another language
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People 1 : A famous person

Describe someone who is famous in your country. (Or
describe a famous person who you admire. )
You should say:

Who the person is

Why he / she is famous

Why you admire this person

What you would do if you met this person.

Suggestion
Choose a star who is famous in more than one area, such as a pop star who also acts in movies and TV
shows (eg, Mo Wenwei / Andy Lau).

Uncommon Vocabulary
a big name megastar celebrity renowned well-known
legendary admirer fan

Grammar Point

Use mostly present tenses. Use one example of “used to” to describe something in the past:
She used to be a TV show host.

Use an example of present perfect tense:
I've been an admirer of her for many years.

Use an example of “would / could / might" to talk about the last point:
If I met her I would like to have dinner with her.

People 2 : A sports star

Describe a sports star who is famous in your country.
You should say:

Who the person is

Why he / she is famous

What is special about him / her

Whether you would like to meet this person.

Suggestion
Choose someone like Li Ning. This gives you the chance to talk about his sporting achievements as
well as his successful business and clothing shops. ’

Uncommon Vocabulary
spectator sport gymnastics prodigy world champion
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Olympic gold medal winner

Grammar Point
Use the same grammar as People 1: A famous person.

People 3 : A singer or musician

Describe a singer or musician that you admire.
You should say:
Who the person is
What fype of music songs he / she plays
Why you admire this person

Whether this person is popular in your country.

Suggestion
Choose the same person as People 1: A famous person (eg, Mo Wenwei / Andy Lau).

Uncommon Vocabulary ‘
Use the same vocabulary as People 1: A famous person, and also use some vocabulary from Part One
Topic 6: Music.

Grammar Point
Use the same grammar as People 1: A famous person.

People 4: A character from a story / film / TV programme

Describe a character from a story / film / TV programme.

You should say:
Who the character is
When you first saw or heard this story / film / TV programme
What kind of person this character is

Why you like this character.

Suggestion
You can cover all 3 characters by talking about a character from Journey to the West, Zhu Bajie or Sun
Wukong.

Uncommon Vocabulary
legend mythical fairy-tale amiable
good-humoured
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Grammar Point
Use past tenses to describe when the story was first written etc..:

The story was originally written about 500 years ago.

| first read the story / saw the film / programme when I was living in beijing.
Use present perfect tense:

’ve always been a big admirer of Zhu Bajie.

People 5: An old person

Describe an old person who has influenced you.
You should say:

Who the person is

How you know this person

How he / she has influenced you

Whether this person has influenced other people.

Suggestion
Talk about a teacher (the same as the next topic).

Uncommon Vocabulary
old aged pensioner elucidate (= explain)  put in plain words well-respected

tutor mentor inspiring

Grammar Point

Use a mix of past tenses:
We first met when I was studying in my primary school.
He used to be my Chinese teacher.

Use future tenses:
I will always remember how he...

I will never forget how he...

People 6: A teacher who has influenced you

Describe a teucher who has influenced you.
You should Sﬂ_&"-’. ‘
Who the teacher is
Where and when you met him / her
How he / she has influenced you

Whether vou still know this teacher.

(Exactly the same as People 5: An old person.)
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People 7: A neighbour

Describe a neighbour who you get on well with.
You should say:
Who the neighbour is
How long you have known this person
What you like about this person

How often you see this person.
(Exactly the same as People 5: An old person.)
People 8: A child you know

Describe a child that you know.
You should say:

Who the child is

How you know this child

What you like about this child
What things you do with this child.

Suggestion

Choose a young relative (cousin, brother or sister).

Uncommon Vocabulary
youngster kid youthful
relative chummy immature

(See also Part One Topic 14: Friends.)

Grammar Point
Use a mix of past tenses:
I've known this kid ever since he was a baby.
He used to live in the same community with me.
Use future structures:
I will always remember how he...

I will never forget how he...
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People 9: A family member

Describe a family member who you like.
You should say:

Who the person is

Why you like this person

What things you do together

Whether you think you are similar to this person.
(Exactly the same as People 8: A child you know.)
People 10: Compare two family members

Compare two members of your family,
You should say:

Who the two people are

How they are similar

How they are different

What you like about these two people.

You can use most of the same content from People 8: A child you know, but you can invent a twin
brother or sister for that child, so you can talk about “my young cousins who are identical twins”.

Uncommon Vocabulary

identical impossible to tell apart like two peas in a pod
likeness outward appearance trait
Grammar Point

You need to use some comparative structures:
A tends to be more... (adj.) whereas in contrast B seems to be more... (adj.) On the one hand, A is
usually quite... (adj.) while B is often fairly... (adj.) One remarkable similarity is that they both...
One clearly distinguished distinction is that...

People 11: Someone you have studied or worked with

Describe someone you have studied or worked with.
You should say:

How the person was

When you first met this person

Whether you had a good relationship
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Suggestion
Invent someone. Don't talk about a real person. Choose a classmate or workmate who was also your
friend and focus on friendship as well as studying or working,

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use vocabulary from Part One Topic 14: Friends; Part One 2a and 2b: Your job, Your studies.

Grammar Point
Use a mix of past tenses:
We always used to...
Use future structures:
I will always remember how we used to...
I will never forget about the times when we used to...

People 12: A friend

Describe a close friend.

You should say:
Who the friend is
Where and when you first met
What you like about this friend

Whether this person is popular with other people.

Exactly the same as People 11: Someone you have studied or worked with. Talk about your friendship
in the past. Use past tenses to increase your grammar-score,

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use vocabulary from Part One Topic 14: Friends.

People 13: A happy person who you know

Describe a happy person who you know.
You should say:

Who the person is

How you know this person

What things you do together
Why you think this person is happy.

Exactly the same as People |1: Someone you have studied or worked with. Talk about your friendship
in the past. Use past tenses to increase your grammar score.

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use vocabulary from Part One Topic 14: Friends; Part One Topic 23: Happiness.
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People 14: A successful leader who you admire

Describe a successful leader who you admire.
You should say:
Who the person is -
What makes him / her a good leader
Why you admire this person

Whether this person has influenced you.

Suggestion
Do not choose a famous leader or politician. Invent a leader or manager who you worked with. (If you
are still a student, say that you used to have a part-time job.)

Uncommon Vocabulary
leadership quality supervision guidance support

encourage

Grammar Point
Focus on the past tenses:
He would always...
He frequently used to...
Use future structures:
[ will always remember how he used to...

[ will never forget about the times when he used to...
People 15: Someone you know who speaks another language

Describe someone you know who speaks another language.
You should say:

Who the person is

How you met this person

What other lunguage he spedaks

What vou like about this person.

Suggestion
Use the same content as People 5: An old person; People 6: A teacher who has influenced you. (Say
that your teacher speaks Korean or French.)

& “People” Summary ]
As you can see, there are many different topics about | FEWRTIL, XF A HifF
“peop]e”' L . e SR L e e Y AP ST RE A= M AR AL AR A"I@%Biﬂia
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language for each topic.

Generally it is better to focus on past events when
talking about people as this will increase your “Grammar”

score. Most of the language presented for each topic can be

reused for other topics.

Section 2 : Places

ALl oA e e e
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p
- (1) An important building

(2) A historical building / place

(3) A famous building

(4) A place of natural beauty

(5) A peaceful place

(6) A quiet place

* (7) A place in your city that you know well
(8) A walk that you regularly take

(9) A garden / park

(10) A river, lake or sea you have visited
(11) A shop '

(12) A library

(13) A museum you have visited

(14) Your childhood home

(15) Your idea of an ideal house

(16) A restaurant

(17) A city you would like to visit

(18) A country you would like to visit

(19) A city / town / village you have visited
(20) A monument

(21) A hotel

(22) Your favourite room

Place 1: An important building

Describe an important building in your city.

You should say:
Where the building is located
What it looks like
What it is used for

How often you visit this place.

Suggestion

It is quite difficult to describe traditional Chinese architecture in English, so it is best to avoid this area.

An easy building to describe is a multi-functional building, eg, a shopping and entertainment centre.

Uncommon Vocabulary
prominent well-known
See also Part One Topic 42: Buildings.

Grammar Point
Use past tenses:

landmark

It was originally constructed way back in 1890. Years ago it was primarily used as a government

office. Now: ite main fiinctinn ie I need tn on there mite 3 lot when [ was a kid.

’ DOL ENGLISH
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Place 2: A historical building / place

Describe a historical building you hive visited.
You should say:

Where the building is located

What it looks like

What it is used for
Whether this building is popular with tourists.

(Exactly the same as Place 1: An important building.)
Place 3: A famous building

Describe a famous building in your city.
You should say:
Where the building is located
What it looks like
What it is used for

How often you visit this place.
(Exactly the same as Place 1: An important building.)
Place 4: A place of natural beauty

Describe a place of natural beauty that you have visited.
You should say:

Where the place is located

What kind of place it is

What you did there

What is special about this place.

Suggestion
Invent one—don’t talk about a real one. You can talk about “a newly-developed riverside park with

botanical gardens”,

Uncommon Vocabulary

a bamboo wooded area tranquil lush shrub tropical plant
gorgeous flower stunning plant life rock sculpture unspoiled
get away from the hustle and bustle of the city get closer to nature

r" 126 . . . .
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Grammar Point

Use present perfect tense:
Pve actually been there a few times.

Use past continuous and past simple:

A T O 1 e s P

The first time [ visited this place | took quite a few photos while I was walking around.

Use future tense:

It’s going to be enlarged next year; it will include a boating lake.

Place 5: A peaceful place

Describe a peaceful place that you have visited.
You should say:

Where the place is
When you visited this place
What you did there

Why vou think it was peaceful.

(Exactly the same as Place 4: A place of natural beauty.)
Place 6: A quiet place

Describe a quiet place that you know.
You should say:

Where this place is

What type of place it is

How often you go to this place

Whether there are other quiet places where you live.

(Exactly the same as Place 4: A place of natural beauty.)

Place 7: A place in your city that you know well

Describe u place in your city that you know well,
You should say:

What type of place it is

How often you go there

What you do there

Whether it is a popular place.

(Exactly the same as Place 4: A place of natural beauty.)

’ DOL ENGLISH
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Place 8: A walk that you regularly take

Describe a walk that you regularly take.

You should say: I
Where you walk
How often you walk there
Why you like to walk there

Whether other people like to walk there.

(Exactly the same as Place 4: A place of natural beauty.)

Additional Vocabulary
go for a stroll - amble get a breath of fresh air

Place 9: A garden / park

Describe a garden or park that you know.
You should say:

Where it is located

How often you go there

What you do there

Whether there are other places like this where vou live.
(Exactly the same as Place 4: A place of natural beauty.)

Place 10: A river, lake or sea you have visited

Describe a river, lake or sea that you have visited.
You should say:

Where this place is

Why you went there

What you liked about this place

Whether vou would like 10 go there again.

Focus on a river or lake but describe the park area beside the river or lake. By doing this you can use
the content from Place 4: A place of natural beauty.

r' 128 '
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Place 11: A shop

Describe a shop that you like.
You should say:

Where the shop is

What type of shop it is

How often you visit this shop

What you like about this shop.

Use some of the content from Place 1: An important building. Combine this with vocabulary from Part
One Topic 24: Shopping.

Place 12: A library

Describe a library that you have visited.
You should say:

Where the library is located

What you use it for

How often you visit this place

What special features it has.

Suggestion
Talk about the central library in your city. (Invent this if you don’t know about it.) Say that the library is
a well-equipped multimedia library.

Uncommon Vocabulary

old publication specialist journal historical record facility
interactive software Internet access audio-visual borrow
lend overdue (pay a) fine

Grammar Point
Use past tenses:

It was first established in 1995.

I used to borrow textbooks and course books when I was studying.
Use an “if " clause:

They never fine you, even if the returned books are overdue.
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Place 13: A museum you have visited

Describe a museum you have visited.
You should say:
What type of museum it is
Why you visited this place
What you liked ubout it

Whether you would like to go there again.

Suggestion
You can talk about a provincial or metropolitan museum, eg, Hubei Provincial Museum / Beijing

Metropolitan Museum.

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use vocabulary from Part One Topic 44: Museums.

Place 14: Your childhood home

Describe your childhood home.
You should say:
Where this place is located
What type of house it is
How long you lived there

What you liked about this place.

Suggestion .

It is quite difficult to describe city accommodation. It is probably easier to talk about a home in the
countryside. (Even if you have never lived in the countryside, you should be able to describe a typical
countryside house.)

Uncommon Vocabulary

single-storey an isolated rural community central courtyard
meadow a typical rustic style bungalow veranda
thatched roof dried grass close-knit
Grammar Point

Use a mix of past tenses:
[ used to live...
I lived there for 7 years.
While I was living there...

We moved out when [ was 11 years old.

r' 130_ .
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Use present tenses:

My relatives are still living there.
I've been back there a few times.

Place 15: Your idea of an ideal house

Describe your idea of an ideal house.
You should say:
What type of house it would be
Why you would like to live there
What special features it would have

Whether you think you will ever live in a house like this.

Suggestion

Use the same content as Place 14: Your childhood home.

Grammar Point
You must use conditional tenses (if+ would / could / might):
If I could choose my dream house, | would probably opt for...
It would have...
If I could pick and choose, I would like it to be / have...
If it was...then [ might be able to...
If it had...then I would be able to...

Place 16: A restaurant

Describe a restaurant that you have visited.
You should say:

Where the restaurant is located

What type of restaurant it is

What vou liked about this place

Whether you would recommend this place to others.

Suggestion
Say that the restaurant is located within the important building as described in Place 1: An important
building. Expand this by adding details about the food, service and interior décor.

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use a mix of vocabulary from: Part One Topic 13: Restaurants; Part One Topic 31: Cooking; Part One
Topic 36: Food.
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DOL ENGLISH Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn


HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


Grammar Point

Use a conditional structure to express a recommendation:

If asked, I would most definitely recommend this place on the basis that...
Use past tenses to describe your experience in the restaurant. Use present tenses to describe the features
of the food etc.

Place 17: A city you would like to visit

Describe a city you would like to visit.
You should say:
Where the city is
Why yvou would like to visit this city
What you know about this city

Whether you think you will visit this place in the future.

Suggestion
Choose any city that you know something about. The trick with this topic is to talk about a city in a
different country, eg, New York.

Uncommon Vocabulary
native custom renowned indigenous culture landmark
(Use vocabulary from Part One Topic 34: Travelling.)

Grammar Point
You must use conditional sentences because the topic card says—"a city you would like to visit” (i. e. a
city you have not visited already):
If [ had the option to choose any city, I would probabiy pick...
The reason why I would select this place is because I would love to...and I might be able to...
Use a present perfect tense + past simple tense:
Ever since | was a kid | have always had a real yearning to visit this place.

Place 18 : A country you would like to visit

Describe a country you would like to visit.
You should say:
What the country is
-Why you would like to visit this country
What you know about this country

Whether you think you will visit this place in the future.

Use the same content, vocabulary and grammar as Place 17: A city you would like to visit, but change
it to country and focus on one city in that country, eg, USA, New York City.
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Place 19 : A city / town / village you have visited

Describe a city / town / village you have visited.
You should say:

When vou went there

What you did there

What you liked about this place

Whether you would like to visit this place again.

Use the same content, vocabulary as Place 17: A city you would like to visit, but say that you have
actually visited this place. Talk about a city that you know something about, eg, a famous city—London
or Paris.
You do not need to use conditional (if + would) grammar for this topic. You must use a mixture of past
and present tenses:

I spent a week in...

1 had never been there before so | was rather enthusiastic about this trip.

One the second day, while [ was shopping, | saw...

I haven't been back to this place since that first visit.
Place 20 : A monument

Describe an important monument in your city or country.
You should say:

Where it is located

What it looks like

Why it is important

Whether it is famous.

Suggestion

This is quite a difficult topic to talk about. Because the topic is a monument, it is not really acceptable
to describe a building. The most common type of monument is probably a statue in memory of
something or someone; so this is the easiest one to talk about. Use the basic content from Place 4: A
place of natural beauty as an introduction and then continue by talking about a monument in the park or
garden.

Uncommon Vocabulary

historical memorial shrine place of pilgrimage carved
cenotaph bronze sculpture dedicated to engraved
honouring commemorative plaque
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Grammar Point
Use mostly present tenses; include some past tenses:
I remember when | first saw this bronze sculpture, I was quite impressed by the engraved

commemorative plaque.
Place 21 : A hotel

Describe a hotel you have stayed in or visited.
You should say:
Where'the hotel is located
-When you stayed there / visited this place
Why you went there
What you liked about it.

Suggestion
Use a combination of Place 1: An important building and Place 16: A restaurant. Say that you haven’t
actually stayed in this hotel but you have dined in the restaurant.

Place 22: Your favourite room

Describe your favourite room in your home.
You should say:

What room it is

What it looks like

What you use it for

Why it is your favourite.

Suggestion
The easiest room in the house to describe is the living room. You can describe all the electronic equipment

(DVD player, Hi-fi etc.) and all the activities you do in this room (reading; watching TV, films etc.).

Uncommon Vocabulary
sitting room (=living room) furnish redecorate
all mod cons (= many modern appliances)

Grammar Point

Try to use a mix of tenses:
When | was at school, | used to do my homework on the sofa.
When I was kid, I always played in the living room.
I've been living in this house for about 10 years.
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Section 3 ;: Experiences

—

(1) Something difficult that you did well W
(2) Something you would like to succeed in doing
(3) A skill you would like to learn

(4) A short course

(5) A happy event

(6) A party

(7) A special meal

(8) A wedding you have attended

(9) Some important advice

(10) Some help that you received

(11) Some important news

(12) Some important family news

(13) An important letter you received

(14) An important letter you sent

(15) An interesting trip you have been on

(16) The best holiday you have been on

(17) Some long distance travel you would like to do
(18) An activity in an English lesson

(19) An important decision

(20) An important change in your life

(21) An event that changed your life

(22) A busy time in your life ‘
(23) A festival that is popular in your country

(24) Something dangerous you would like to do

Experience 1 : Something difficult that you did well

Describe something difficult that you did well.
You should say:

What you did

Why it was difficult

How you managed to do it

Whether you think you will do this thing again.

Suggestion

Talk about a skill that you have learned. The obvious choice is a language (NOT English—choose
another language, eg, Korean, Japanese or Vietnamese). You will need to lie for this topic. It is quite
easy to do—just describe your experience of learning English but change it to another language.
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Uncommon Vocabulary

Use vocabulary from Part One Topic 9: Learning English and Part One Topic 21: Learning languages.
You can also use vocabulary from People 6: A teacher who has influenced you. Additional words:
easier said than done (= difficult) get to grips with (= get familiar with)

overcome tricky deal with

Grammar Point

You can use some present tenses to describe some aspects of the language:
Japanese is based on Chinese script.

Use mostly past tenses to describe your learning experience:

At the outset I found it quite tricky; I used to get confused by...
Experience 2 : Something you would like to succeed in doing

Describe something you would like to succeed in doing.
You should say:

What you would like to succeed in

Why you would like to do this

Whether vou think it would be difficult

Whether you think you will achieve this in the near future,

Suggestion

Although this topic is not actually a real “experience”, I have included it in this section because it is
almost the same as Experience 1: Something difficult that you did well. Talk about the same content (or
language) but change the grammar.

Grammar Point

Use some present tenses to describe the language. You must use some conditional structures:
[ imagine that the grammar would be quite tricky.
[ might have problems with the pronunciation.
I guess I would be able to cope with the written script.

If all goes to plan, I would like to start learning this next year.
Experience 3 : A skill you would like to learn

Describe a skill you would like to learn in the future.
You should say:

What the skill is

Why you want to learn this skill

Whether vou think it would be difficult

Whether vou think vou will learn it in the near future.
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Suggestion
Use exactly the same content, vocabulary and grammar as Experience 2: Something you would like to

succeed in doing.

Experience 4: A short course

Describe a short course that you have taken or would like to attend.
You should say:

What the course is about

Where you did it or would do it

Why you chose or would choose this course

How it has benefited or will benefit you.

Suggestion

Use exactly the same content as Experience 1: Something difficult that you did well and Experience 2:
Something you would like to succeed in doing. This topic card gives you the choice of a course you have
attended or a course you would like to attend. Talk about a course “you would like to take”. If you do this

you must use conditional tenses (if +would / could / might) and this will increase your grammar score.
Experience 5: A happy event

Describe a happy event in your life.
You should say:

What the event was

What you did

Why it was happy

Whether this type of event is common in your country.

Suggestion
The obvious choice for this topic is a birthday party.

Uncommon Vocabulary

celebrate celebration a birthday bash (= a birthday party)

Use the vocabulary from: Part One Topic 13: Restaurants; Part One Topic 23: Happiness; Part One
Topic 36: Food; Part One Topic 37: Birthdays.

Grammar Point
Use a mix of past tenses:
It was my 18th birthday; at that time I was studying at...
I had never had a birthday party before so | was quite thrilled.
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Use a future tense + past tense:
[ don’t think 1 will ever forget the cake that my friends had bought.

Experience 6: A party

Describe a party you have been to.
You should say:

Where the party was held

Who attended the party

What you liked about the party

Whether you often go to parties.

Suggestion
Use exactly the same content, vocabulary and grammar as Experience 5: A happy event.

Experience 7: A special meal

Describe a special meal that you have eaten.
You should say:

Where vou had this meal

What food vou had

Why it was special

Whether this type of meal is common in your country.

Suggestion
Use exactly the same content, vocabulary and grammar as Experience 5: A happy event. Focus more on
the food aspect. Use: Part One Topic 13: Restaurants; Part One Topic 36: Food.

Experience 8 : A wedding you have attended

Describe a wedding you have attended.
You should say:

When it was

Who got murried

What happened at the wedding

Whether this was a typical wedding in your country.

Suggestion

This topic is not very flexible. Choose any wedding or invent one.
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Uncommon Vocabulary
Use Part One Topic 32: Weddings.

Grammar Point
Use a mix of past tenses:
I had never attended a wedding reception before so I was quite thrilled.
Some guests were quite drunk towards the end because they had been drinking all day.

Experience 9: Some important advice

Describe some important advice you received.
Ynﬁ should suy:

Who gave vou the advice

What the advice was

Why it was important
How this advice helped you.

Suggestion
At first this topic appears to be quite difficult. The easiest choice is to talk about a teacher who advised

you to learn another language (NOT English). If you talk about this then you can use vocabulary from
other topics.

Uncommon Vocabulary

recommendation guidance suggestion beneficial

Use Part One Topic 9: Learning English; Part One Topic 21: Learning languages; People 6 : A teacher;
Experience 1: Something difficult that you did well.

Experience 10: Some help that you received

Describe some help that you received.
You should say:

Who helped you

What the help was

Why vou needed this help
How you felt after receiving this help.

Suggestion

Exactly the same as Experience 9: Some important advice.
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Experience 11: Some important news

Describe same important news that you have received.
You should say:

What the news was

How you heard about this news

Why it was important

Whether it influenced you.

Suggestion
It should be quite easy to talk about passing an exam. Choose an important exam like the “Zhong Kao”.
If you do this it will give you a good opportunity to paraphrase.

Uncommon Vocabulary

compulsory state administered exam conscientiously
multi-discipline (= many subjects) test-preparation taxing (=difficult)
pass mark certificate of great consequence

Grammar Point

Use a variety of past tenses:
Around that time | was studying in a local middle school.
I had been preparing quite conscientiously for quite a while.
I was quite surprised that [ had passed because I had found it quite taxing.
The news arrived by post; it was delivered while I was sitting down to breakfast.

Experience 12: Some important family news

Describe some important fumily news.
You should say:
What the news was
How you heard about this news
Whether it was important

How you felt when you heard this news.

Suggestion
Exactly the same as Experience 11: Some important news.
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Experience 13: An important letter you received

Describe an important letter you received.
You should say:

When you received this letter

What the letter was about

How you felt when you read it

Why it was important.

Suggestion
Exactly the same as Experience 11: Some important news,

Experience 14: An important letter you sent

Describe an important letter you sent.
You should say:

When you sent it

What it was about

Why it was important
Whether it influenced you.

Suggestion

This is quite an easy topic. There are many options to choose from. However, the best option is
probably a letter of complaint about a product or service. (If you choose a “product”, then you can use
the same content for another topic later in this chapter.)

Uncommon Vocabulary

complaint unacceptable compensation
proprietor (=shopkeeper) disgruntled (=unsatisfied) criticize

not up to scratch (= unacceptable) get one’s money back

Grammar

Use a variety of past tenses:
1 originally sent the letter last month because [ had previously bought a... (product) |
When [ first bought this... (product) the proprietor had initially told me that...
At first the... (product) had been quite satisfactory, but later [ noticed that...
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Experience 15: An interesting trip you have been on

Describe an interesting trip you have been on.
You should say:

Where / When you went

What you did there

Why it was interesting

Whether you would like to go on a similar trip again.

Suggestion
Use exactly the same content and language as Place 19: A city / town / village you have visited. Use
vocabulary from Part One Topic 34: Travelling.

Experience 16: The best holiday you have been on

Describe the best holiday you have been on.
You should say:

Where / When you went

How you travelled there

Why you chose to go to this place

What you liked most about this holiday.

Suggestion

Use exactly the same content and language as Place 19: A city / town / village you have visited. Use
vocabulary from Part One Topic 34: Travelling.

Experience 17: Some long distance travel you would like to do

Describe some long distance travel you would like to do.
You should say: ' |

Where you would go

How you would get there
{

Why vou would choose this placé’™

Whether the trip would be e.rperisive.‘

Suggestion

This topic is not actually an experience because the card states “would like to do”. It has been included
in this section because the actual vocabulary and content can be exactly the same as Experience 15 : An
interesting trip you have been on; Experience 16: The best holiday you have been on. Remember to use
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vocabulary from Part One Topic 34: Travelling.

Grammar Point
You must use conditional tense:

If I had the option to travel to any destination, I would probably pick...

The reason why I would select this trip is because I would love to...and I might be able to...
Use a present perfect + past simple tense:

Ever since [ was a kid I have always had a real burning desire to visit this place.
Experience 18: An activity in an English lesson

Describe an activity in an English lesson that you enjoyed.
You should say:

What the activity was

Why you enjoved it

What you learned from this activity

Whether you would like to do a similar activity again.

Suggestion
Talk about a play or performance that your English class produced.

Uncommon Vocabulary

a drama production theatrical performance English script
an adaptation of a famous play scene take part in
stage costume audience
Grammar

Use past tenses to describe the event. Use passives to describe the details:
The play was performed by...
The script was written by...
The costumes were made from...

The scenery was made of...

Experience 19 : An important decision

Describe an important decision that you made.
You should say:

When you made this decision

What the decision was

Why this decision was important

Whether this decision changed your life.

;mmm.i_su Redesigned by ieltsdfihluc.vn



HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


V PRI W - W

Suggestion

Describe your decision to start learning a new skill or language. Use some of the content from Part One
Topic 9: Learning English; Part One Topic 21: Learning languages; Experience 1: Something difficult
that you did well. Say that this decision was important because you made many new friends on this
course. Use some vocabulary from Part One Topic 14: Friends; Part One Topic 16: Meeting new
people.

Grammar Point
All of the sentences should use past tenses.

Experience 20: An important change in your life

Describe an important change in your life.
You should say:

When this change happened

What the change was

Why it was important

How this event has influenced your life.

Suggestion
Exactly the same as Experience 19: An important decision.

Uncommon Vocabulary
transformation have an influential effect on inspire a change
a fresh start transformed

Experience 21 : An event that changed your life

Describe an event that changed your life.
You should say:

When this event happened

What the event was

How you felt after this event

How this event changed your life.

Suggestion
Exactly the same as Experience 19: An important decision; Experience 20: An important change in

your life.
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Experience 22: A busy time in your life

Describe a busy time in your life.
You should say:

When this time was

Why it wus busy

How you felt during this time

Whether you would like a similar experience in the future.

Suggestion
Talk about preparation for Spring Festival (describe the shopping and other arrangements that you
prepared before the actual festival).

Uncommon Vocabulary
hectic eventful preparation arrangement
necessity essential luxury

Grammar Point

All sentences use past tenses:
While [ was shopping, | remember that the shops were really packed out (= crowded).
I felt exhausted because I had been shopping non-stop for a whole week.,

Experience 23: A festival that is popular in your country

Describe a festival that is popular in your country.
You should say:

What the festival is

What time of year it is

What people do during this festival

Whether this festival has changed in recent years.

Suggestion

Describe the same aspect of Spring Festival from Experience 22: A busy time in your life (describe the
preparations for the festival).

Uncommon Vocabulary

See Part One Topic 15: Festivals; Experience 22: A busy time in your life.
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Experience 24: Something dangerous you would like to do

Describe something dangerous you would like to do.
You should say:

What the activity is

Why you would like to do it

Why you think it is dangerous
Whether you think you will do this in the future.

Suggestion
This is quite a strange topic and it can be difficult if you haven't prepared for it. The easiest choices are

extreme sports, such as mountain biking, snowboarding, parachuting etc.

Uncommon Vecabulary
extreme sports adrenalin sports risky (= dangerous)
hazardous (= dangerous) breathtaking (= exciting) take risks

Grammar point
You must use some conditional structures:
I'd love to have the chance to have a go at mountain biking.
It would without doubt be quite risky.
It would need quite a lot of careful preparation.
I doubt I'll ever have the chance to actually do it.

Section4:Media_ . ___ . __
h
(1) ATV programme (7) A newspaper or magazine ‘
(2) A radio programme (8) A website
(3) A film (9) An advertisement 1
(4) A story from your childhood (10) A photo 3
(5) A book (11) A piece of art
(6) A song or piece of music !
5, s

Media 1: A TV programme

Describe a TV programme that you have seen.
You should say:

What rvpe of programme it is

What it is about

How often you watch it

Whothor it ic nonular in vnur countrme
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Suggestion

Choose a famous TV series such as Journey to the West or another long-running series based on a
historical legend.

Uncommon Vocabulary
See Part One Topic 5: Television.

long-rurning be based on air (=broadcast)
cast episode series
Grammar Point

Use a mix of present and past tenses:
| remember when | originally saw the first episode...
The show is still running to this day.

They have aired repeats of the show many times over the years.
Media 2: A radio programme

Describe a radio programme that you have listened to.
You should say:

What type of programme it is

What it is about

How often you listen to it

Whether it is popular in your country.

Suggestion
You can use the same content as Media 1: A TV programme, but change it into a radio programme (eg,
a radio version of Journey to the West).

Uncommon Vocabulary
radio station radio play long-running series narrator
broadcast audio effects the script (= the words)

Grammar Point
The same as Media 1: A TV programme.

Media 3: A film

Describe a film that you enjoyed watching.
You should say:

What type of film it was

When you saw it

Why vou enjoyed it

Whothor thic film wae nonular in vour countrm:

’ml.ma.i;-m Redesigned by ieltsdifthluc.vn



HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


i—'@! M | -an\w o it e B

Suggestion

Choose a recent famous movie. (Hollywood movies are easier to describe.)

Uncommon Vocabulary
See Part One Topic 25: Films.
a Hollywood blockbuster  a box-office smash a big-budget production

animated special effects  an impressive script an unforgettable soundtrack
a strong cast (= famous actors / actresses)

Grammar Point

Use a mix of present and past tenses:
When 1 originally saw the film, it had been out for a quite while (be out = release).
It has been aired on TV a couple of times.
It has recently been released on DVD.

Media 4: A story from your childhood

Describe a story that you remember from your childhood.
You should say:

What the story was about

How you first heard this story

Why you remember this story

Whether it is still popular today.

Suggestion
Use the same story as Media 1: A TV programme (eg, Journey to the West).

Uncommon Vocabulary

See People 4: A character from a story / film / TV programme.

hand down over the generations the outline of the story
fairy-tale be founded on

Grammar Point

Use a mix of past tenses:
The story itself has been retold hundreds of times.
The tale was first read to me by my grandfather.
It was originally written by...
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Media 5: A book

Describe a book that you enjoyed reading.
You should say:

When you first read it

What it was about

Why you enjoyed it

Whether this book is popular in your country.

Suggestion
Use a similar story to Media 1: A TV programme; poeple 4: A character from a story / film / TV
programme (eg, Journey to the West).

Uncommon Vocabulary

See also Part One Topic 7: Reading.

a masterpiece of classic fiction the complete unabridged edition hardback version
paperback version illustrated edition the narrative style

the plot based on four central characters

Grammar Point

Use a mix of past tenses:
The book has been reprinted hundreds of times; It was originally written hundreds of years ago.
When I first read it, [ had already seen the TV production of the story.

Media 6: A song or piece of music

Describe a song or piece of music that you like.
You should say:

What the song or piece of music is

When you first heard it

Why vou like it

Whether it is popular in your country.

Suggestion
It is quite difficult to describe a pop song. An easier choice would be the Chinese national anthem (the
National Song).

Uncommon Vocabulary
It was originally composed by...
The lyrics are very patriotic.
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It has a very catchy tune (=The song is very memorable).
It is usually performed by a full orchestra.

Grammar Point

Try to use some past tenses:
I used to hear it every day at school.
It was written about 50 years ago.

Media 7: A newspaper or magazine

Describe a newspaper or magazine that you have read.
You should say:

What type of newspaper or magazine it is

How often you read it

What you like about it

Whether it is popular in your country.

Suggestion
It is probably easier to describe a magazine for this topic because magazines usually have more features
than newspapers. Choose a general lifestyle or general interest magazine such as Hope, Time, National

Geographic or Cosmopolitan.

Uncommon Vocabulary
publish monthly regular feature

editorial comment photo-journalism film and book reviews

Grammar Point
Try to use some past tenses as well as present tenses:
I first came across this magazine when [ was in university.
I have been reading it for about 2 years now.
1 used to have a subscription (= It was delivered to my address by post).

Media 8: A website

Describe a website that you have used.
You should say: .

What the website is

What you used it for

How you found out about it

Whether you have used other websites similar to this one.
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Suggestion
At first this seems like a difficult topic. If you choose a “big” website with many features it is much

easier. A good choice would be sina.com or Baidu.com, because they have so many functions.

Uncommon Vocabulary

multi-functional web-based community online games
message forums music downloads
Grammar Point

Try to use some past tenses:
I first discovered it by accident—I followed a link from another website.
I have been using it for about 2 years now.
Now it's much more popular than it used to be.

Media 9: An advertisement

_ Describe an advertisement that you have seen.
You should say:
What type of advertisement it is
What it is about
When you first saw it

What you like about it.

Suggestion
The easiest choice is to describe a government TV advertisement about an environmental issue such as
energy conservation or anti-litter campaign.

Uncommon Vocabulary
a long-running TV campaign public awareness energy conservation
influence alter one’s lifestyle

Grammar Point

Try to use a mix of tenses:
[ can remember the first time that I saw it:
It used to be broadcast every night at prime time.
It is still being shown today.
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Media 10: A photo

Describe a photo that vou like.
You should say:

What the photo is

When it was taken

Why you like.it

Whether you have other photos in your home.

Suggestion

v.

This can be a difficult topic if you select the wrong photo. An easy option is a holiday photo—then you

can describe some aspects of the holiday.

Uncommon Vocabulary
See Part One Topic 40: Photography.
fond

original print

bring back
frame

memory

enlarge

Grammar Point
Use mostly past tenses:
I took the photo whilst on holiday 3 years ago.
While I was on that holiday I spent a lot of time travelling.

The thing that | remember most about the holiday was when I...

I’ve hung the photo on my wall.

Media 11: A piece of art

Describe a piece of art that vou have seen.
You should say:

When / Where you saw it

What it looked like

What you liked about it

Whether you have seen any other types of art.

Suggestion

This can be a difficult topic. An easy option is to describe a sculpture—then you can use the same

content as Place 20: A monument.

Uncommon Vocabulary
See Place 20: A monument.
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Grammar Point

Use a mix of tenses:
When I first saw it | thought it looked like a...
When I looked more closely I noticed that it had...
I have seen a similar sculpture in...

Section 5: Objects

(1) Something useful

(2) An object you use every day

(3) A piece of equipment you use every day
(4) Something electronic that you use often
(5) An item of clothing or jewellery

(6) Something old

(7) A piece of furniture

(8) Something you made yourself

(9) A toy

(10) A vehicle you would like to own

(11) Something expensive you would like to buy
(12) A gift or present you have received

| (13) Something you bought which you were not happy with
| (14) A handicraft

? (15) A national product
N

Object 1: Something useful

Describe something useful you use every day.
You should say:

What the object is

What you use it for

Why it is useful

Whether it was expensive to buy.

Suggestion

Many people describe computers or mobile phones. These are fine but you must remember to use some

complex language in your description—don’t just list the different functions and features.

Uncommon Vocabulary
handy (= useful) versatile valuable to sb.
multipurpose multifunctional indispensable

; DOLENGLISH
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Grammar Point
You can use many different tenses for this topic:
I make use of it...
I've had it for 2 years.
I originally bought it...
My life would be difficult without it because...
I couldn’t imagine life without it.

Object 2: An object you use every day

Describe an object you use every day.
You should say:
- What the object is
What you use it for
Whether other people use it

How your life would be harder without it.

Suggestion
Exactly the same as Object 1: Something useful.

Object 3: A piece of equipment you use every day

Describe a piece of equipment you use every duay.
You should say:

What the piece of equipment is

What you use it for

Whether other people use it

How vour life would be harder without it.

Suggestion
Exactly the same as Object 1: Something useful.

Object 4: Something electronic that you use often

Describe something electronic that vou use often.
You should say:-

What it is

Where / When you bought.it

What you use it for ‘
i l L]
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Suggestion
Exactly the same as Object 1: Something useful.

Object 5: An item of clothing or jewellery

Describe an item of clothing or jewellery that you like to wear.
You should say:

What the item is

Where / When you bought it

What it looks like

How often you wear it.

Suggestion
Clothing is quite hard to describe. It is probably easier to describe an old watch that you own. (Lie
if you don’t own one!)

Uncommon Vocabulary
antique old-fashioned design precious
of great personal value hand down show off

Grammar Point
You can use a mix of past tenses:
I've had it for years.
It was made in 1903.
It has been repaired a couple of times.
It used to belong to my great-grandmother.

Object 6: Something old

Describe something old which has been in your family for a long time.
You should say: ,

What the thing is

How old it is

What'it is used for
Whether it is valuable.

Suggestion
Exactly the same as Object 5: An item of clothing or jewellery.
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Object 7: A piece of furniture

Describe a piece of furniture in your home.
You should say:

What it is

What it looks like

What it is used for

Whether it was expensive.

Suggestion

This can be quite difficult if you choose something basic like a sofa or bed. It is a good idea to lie for
this topic—describe an antique piece of furniture. You can use some of language and phrases from
Object S: An item of clothing or jewellery.

Uncommon Vocabulary
professional furniture restorer delicate fragile

ornamental decorative

Grammar Point
Exactly the same as Object 5: An item of clothing or jewellery.

Object 8: Something you made yourself

Describe something you made yourself.
You should say:

What the thing was

How you made it

Why yvou made it
Whether you still have this thing today.

Suggestion
This topic is also quite difficult if you choose something basic like a greeting card. A good suggestion is
a kite which you made yourself.

Uncommon Vocabulary
assemble put together attach glue (v.)

Grammar Point

This topic needs mostly past tenses:
I created all the parts from scratch (=1 made them all myself).
It took me about a day to compiete it.

I had never made a kite before so it was auite trickv.
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I used to play with it every day.

I have no idea what happened to it—1I think it got thrown away.

Object 9: A toy

Describe a toy that you enjoved playing with as a child.
You should say:

What the toy was

Who bought it for you

Why vou liked it
Whether you still have this toy.

Suggestion
Exactly the same as Object 8: Something you made yourself. (A kite could be defined as a toy.)

Object 10: A vehicle you would like to own

Describe a vehicle you would like to own.
You should say:
What the vehicle is
Why you would like to own it
Whether it would be expensive to buy

Whether you think you will buy this vehicle in the future.

Suggestion

Many people describe cars or bicycles—these are too simple and do not give you enough content to be
able to keep talking and use complex language. It is easier to select something quite unbelievable like a
helicopter, luxury yacht or private jet plane. (The question is “would like to own”, so you can be quite
imaginative.)

Uncommon Vocabulary
extravagant show off * status symbol high-speed

luxurious pricey (= expensive)  price-tag

Grammar Point

Use conditional structures:
It’s just a fantasy; [ doubt I'll ever be able to afford this.
If I owned this vehicle I might be able to...
I would most probably use it to...
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Object 11: Something expensive you would like to buy

Describe something expensive you would like to buy.
. You should say: )
What the thing is
Why you would like to buy it
What you would use it for
Whether you think you will buy this thing in the future.

Suggestion
Exactly the same as Object 10: A vehicle you would like to own.

Object 12: A gift or present you have received

Describe a gift or present you have received.
You should say:

What the gift was

Who gave it to you

Why they gave it to you

How you felt when you received it.

Suggestion
Use the same content as Object 5: An item of clothing or jewellery. Say that one of your family
members gave you this old piece of family jewellery as a birthday gift or graduation gift.

Object 13: Something you bought which you were not happy with

Describe something you bought which you were not happy with.
You should say:

What the thing was

Where / When you bought it

Why you were not happy with i1
What you did about the situation.

Suggestion
The best way to deal with this topic is to focus on the problem and solution rather than the actual object.
Use any object from the previous topics (eg, computer or mobile phone) and focus on the reason why

you were not happy with it.

Uncommon Vocabulary
purchase (=buy) splash out on (=pay a lot of money for) break down
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g0 wrong get one’s money back manufacturer
offer a refund / replacement technical fault retailer
Grammar Point

Use mostly past tenses and some conditional structures:
I would never purchase this brand again.

I would probably pay a little extra next time and choose a well-known brand.

Object 14: A handicraft

Describe a handicraft that can be found in your country.
You should say:

What the handicraft is

How it is made

What it is used for
Whether it is easy to find.

Suggestion
Do not try to describe the famous Chinese “red knots"—these are very difficult to talk about for 2 minutes.
A much easier option is bamboo furniture.

Uncommon Vocabulary

practical furniture armchair stool versatile
raw materials fast-growing an creative skill durable
long-established traditional technique environmentally sustainable
Grammar Point

Use some past tenses:
This long-established traditional technique has been practiced for thousands of years.
It has remained unchanged for centuries.

Object 15: A national product

Describe a product from your country that is famous.
You should say:

What the product is

What it is used for

Where it can be found
Whether it is useful.
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Suggestion
Exactly the same as Object 14: A handicraft.

( N
(1) A free-time activity

(2) A hobby you would like to take up
(3) Something you do to help you relax
(4) A sport (a)

(5) A sport (b)

(6) An outdoor activity

(7) A game

(8) Something you like to do at weekends

Hobby / Activity 1: A free-time activity

Describe a free-time activity that you enjoy doing.
You should say:

What the hobby is

What you like about it

Why you started doing it

Whether this hobby is popular in your country.

Suggestion

This is probably the easiest of all Part Two topics. It really doesn’t matter what hobby you describe—
remember to use complex vocabulary.

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use the vocabulary from Part One Topic 3: Hobbies / Free-time activities.

Grammar Point
You can use a wide range of tenses:
I've been doing this for years.
I originally took up this activity 5 years ago.
I used to do it every day but now I only spend a few hours a week doing it.
I will never forget the first time I tried this.
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Hobby / Activity 2 : A hobby you would like to take up

Describe a hobby or activity that you would like to take up in the future.
You should say:

What the hobby is

Why vou want to do it

Whether it is popular in your country

Whether you think you will start doing this in the near future.

Suggestion
With this topic you can choose any hobby but remember this is a “would-like” question so you must
focus on why you would like to do this in the future.

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use the vocabulary from Part One Topic 3: Hobbies / Free-time activities.

Grammar Point

You must use conditional structures:
If I could choose any hobby, I guess I'd like to take up...
I suppose it would be quite fascinating.
I might have the chance to...

I'm not sure if I will actually be able to start doing this.
Hobby / Activity 3: Something you do to help you relax

Describe something you do to help you relax.
You should say:

What the activity is

How often you do this

Why vou like this

Whether this is popular in your country.

Suggestion

A common problem with this topic is when candidates describe a sport such as football, A physical
sport is not a form of relaxation, so a description of a sport will often be judged as “irrelevant” or “off-
topic” by the examiner. You should actually describe something “you do to help you rest”. The easy
choices are music, reading, TV or radio etc. (In the past I have heard candidates try to describe

“sleeping”—I think it almost impossible to describe sleeping for 2 minutes.)

Uncommon Vecabulary
Use vocabulary from Part One Topic 26: Weekends; Part One Topic 45: Relaxation.
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Grammar Point
The same as Hobby / Activity 1: A free-time activity.

Hobby / Activity 4: A Sport (a)

Describe a sport that you enjoy watching or playing.
You should say:

What the sport is

Where / When you play or watch it

Why you like watching / playing this sport

Whether it is popular in your country.

Suggestion

It is actually quite difficult to describe many common sports such as football or basketball because each
sport has its own specialist vocabulary. It is much easier if you choose a range of sports such as
athletics. It is probably easier to describe “playing” rather than “watching”, because you can use more
vocabulary to describe why you like playing it (especially the physical benefits).

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use Part One Topic 4: Sports.

Grammar Point
The same as Hobby / Activity 1: A free-time activity.

Hobby / Activity 5: A sport (b)

Describe a sport that you would like to try.
You should say:
What the sport is
Why you would like to try it
- Whether this sport is popular in your country

Whether you think you will start doing this in the near future.

Suggestion
It is important to notice that this is a sport that you have not tried before. One option is to describe an
extreme or dangerous sport. (See Experiences 24: Something dangerous you would like to do.) A
second option is to take the sport from the previous topic card and say that you have never tried this
sport before.

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use Part One Topic 4: Sports; Experiences 24: Something dangerous you would like to do.
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Grammar Point
Use the same structures as: Hobby / Activity 2: A hobby you would like to take up; Experiences 24:
Something dangerous you would like to do.

I'd love to have the chance to have a go at mountain biking.

It would without doubt be quite risky.

It would need quite a lot of careful preparation.

I doubt I'll ever have the chance to actually do it.

Hobby / Activity 6: An outside activity

Describe an outside activity that you enjoy doing.
You should say:

What the activity is

How often you do it

Why you enjoy it

Whether it is a popular activity in your country.

Suggestion
This topic is so general that you have many options to choose from. You can repeat the content from
the following: Hobby / Activity 4: A sport (a); Place 8: A walk that you regularly take.

Uncommon Vocabulary
outdoor 4 in the open air fresh air invigorating
refreshing bracing energizing

Grammar Point

Use some past tenses:
When [ wasn’t so busy 1 used to do this more frequently.
I've been doing it on and off for about 2 years now (on and off = irregularly).
I initially took up this activity after [ left school.

Hobby / Activity 7: A game

Describe a game that you enjoyed playing when you were a child.
You should say:

What the game was

How the game is played

Why you enjoyed it
Whether this game is still played today.
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Suggestion
It is important to realize that this topic card is about a game and NOT a sport. The easiest options are
children’s games that involve pretending to be adults, such as hospitals, war, families, shops etc,

Uncommon Vocabulary

amuse oneself make-believe imagination play-acting
act out the role of imaginary imitate mimic
Grammar Point

This topic needs mostly past tenses:
[ can recall that we regularly used to amuse ourselves by...
Whenever we had free time, we would often...

I can still remember how we sometimes used to...

Hobby / Activity 8: Something you like to do at weekends

Describe something you like to do at weekends.
You should say:

What the activity is

Why you do it at weekends

What vou like about this activity

Whether it is popular in your country.

Suggestion
This is a very simple topic. You can select content from any of the previous Hobby / Activity topic cards.

Uncommon Vocabulary
See Part One Topic 26: Weekends.

Grammar Point
Use the same grammar as Hobby / Activity 6: An outside activity.

Section 7: Other Part Two Topics

The following Part Two topics are those which cannot ' TiliE W ETRARGAS
be put into any of the previous groups. TR RWIES,

(1) An animal

(2) An environmental problem

(3) A subject that you liked at school
(4) An ideal job

(5) Food

(6) Type of clothes

[ (7) Favourite month or season
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(8) Type of weather

(9) Extreme weather

(10) Something good about your personality
(11) A future plan or ambition

(12) An important invention

(13) A form of public transport

(14) A public event

L (15) A sporting event

Others 1: An animal

Describe a wild animal that can be found in your country.
You should say:

What the animal is

Where it can be found

How people in your country feel about it

Whether you have seen it.

Suggestion
The obvious choice here is the giant panda. (There is a full example of a Part Two description of a
panda in the section of this book entitled “Examples of Part Two Using the Fluency Method”.)

Uncommon Vocabulary
national symbol endangered species nature reserve
protected natural habitat conservation

Grammar Point
Use a mix of present and past tenses:
I have seen it once.
It used to be more common but now it is extremely rare in the wild.

I visited the Panda Sanctuary last year.
Others 2: An environmental problem

Describe an environmental problem in your country.
You should say:

What the problem is

Whether it is serious

What causes this problem

How it can be solved.

" 165
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Suggestion

Many candidates choose “air pollution™ or “water pollution”. These are ok but it is not easy to use
complex vocabulary because they are both quite general problems. It is better to choose a more specific
problem such as “air pollution from car exhaust fumes”. Do not choose “noise pollution” or “light
pollution”—these are too difficult to describe for two minutes.

Uncommon Vocabulary

car exhaust emissions carbon monoxide fumes leaded petrol
global warming climate change rising sea levels
global resolution international agreements

Grammar Point
You can use past, present and future tenses:
The problem started back in the 1970s.
It has been getting worse ever since.
It will continue to worsen if we don’t find a way to deal with it.

If we don’t act soon, it might be too late to reverse the climate changes.
Others 3: A subject that you liked at school

Describe a subject that you liked at school.
You should say:

What the subject was

Why vou liked it

Whether you were good ut this subject
How this subject helped you later in life.

Suggestion
Some subjects are easy to describe: sports, languages, music or art. Other subjects are more difficult to

describe: mathematics, Chinese or history. The easiest choice is probably a foreign language.

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use Part One Topic 9: Learning English; Part One Topic 21: Learning languages; People 6: A teacher

who has influenced you.

Grammar Point

You need to use mostly past tenses:
At that time | was studying in middle school.
My favourite subject used to be...
I used to enjoy it because...

I remember the teacher always used to...
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Others 4: An ideal job

Describe your idea of an ideal job.
You should say:
What the job is
Why you would like to do this job
Whether it would be easy to do this job
Whether it would be easy to find a job like this.

Suggestion
Choose any job that involves a variety of activities such as a travel guide or journalist. Then you can
talk about the travel aspect of the job as well as the job itself.

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use the vocabulary from Part One Topic 2a: What you do—your job.

Grammar Point
You must use conditional structures:
I guess my dream job would be something like...
It would allow me to...
I would have the opportunity to...
It might even be possible for me to...

Others 5: Food

Describe the type of food that you like eating.
You should say:

What type of food it is

How often you eat it

Why you like it

Whether this food is popular in your country.

Suggestion

Choose a “style” of food rather than one particular dish. For example, it is much easier to describe
“seafood” than “lobster”. It is not easy to describe a regional style of Chinese cooking, eg, Sichuan
food, because most of the vocabulary needed for this would be Chinese. Some easy examples include:
seafood, vegetarian food, fast food, junk food, home-cooked food etc. Don’t tell the truth. Don't
describe your favourite food—describe any type of food that you can easily talk about for 2 minutes
{even if you don't actually like this food).
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Uncommon Vocabulary
Use Part One Topic 13: Restaurants; Part One Topic 31: Cooking; Part One Topic 36: Food.

Grammar Point
Try to include some past tenses:
T used to eat this food quite a lot.
I remember the first time that I tried it.

When | was younger I wasn’t so keen on this food but I've become quite fond of it now.
Others 6: Type of clothes

Describe the type of clothes you like wearing.
You should say:

What type of clothes you like

Why you like them

Where you buy them

Whether these clothes are popular in your country.

Suggestion
Remember the topic card states “type of clothes”, not a particular item of clothing. Some examples

could be sports clothes, traditional Chinese clothing, expensive designer label clothes or fashionable
clothes.

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use Part One Topic 11: Clothes.

Grammar Point

Try to include some past tenses:
When | was younger I used to prefer wearing...
As I got older I started to get into trendy clothes.
This style of clothing didn’t use to be so fashionable.
It started becoming trendy about 5 years ago.

Others 7: Favourite month or season

Describe a month or season that you particulf;rly like.
You should say:

What the month or season is

Why you like it

What you do during this month or season

What makes this month or season special.
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Suggestion
It is easier to describe a season. For example, if you choose summer, you can describe seasonal food,

summer activities, summer clothes and the weather.

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use Part One Topic 22: Weather; Part One Topic 38: Seasons.

Grammar Point

Try to include some past tenses:
When I was a kid I didn’t use to be so fond of summer because...
I remember in the summer months we often used to...

As I got older, [ started to appreciate summer more because...

Others 8: Type of weather

Describe vour favourite type of weather.

You should say:
What the type of weather is
What you do during this type of weather
Why it is your favourite

Whether people often talk about the weather in your country.

Suggestion

Use the same content as Others 7: Favourite month or season.

Uncommon Vocabulary

Use the vocabulary as Others 7: Favourite month or season.

Grammar Point

Use the same grammar as Others 7: Favourite month or season.
Others 9: Extreme weather

Describe some extreme weather that you have experienced.
You should say:

What the extreme was

Where / When you experienced it

Why it was extreme

Whether this type of weather is common in your country.
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Suggestion

The topic card states “extreme weather”, so it is not possible to use exactly the same content as the
previous topic. The easiest choice is probably a summer “heat wave” (an unexpected period of
unusually hot weather), or a winter “cold snap” (an unexpected period of unusually cold weather).

Uncommon Vocabulary

heat wave cold snap unanticipated
out-of-the-blue (=without warning) severely hot / cold
Use also Part One Topic 22: Weather.

Grammar Point

You can use a mix of tenses:
When I was younger the weather used to always be quite predictable.
I had never experienced such extreme temperatures.

[ hope I never have to witness these weather conditions again.
Others 10: Something good about your personality

Describe something good about your personality.
You should say:

What this thing is

Why you think it is good

How it influences your life

Whether other people would agree that this is a good thing.

Suggestion

This is not an easy Part Two topic. The easiest option is to choose “honesty”.

Uncommon Vocabulary
truthful straightforward tell the truth

vouch for areputation for - down to earth
put one’s cards on the table (idiom)

Grammar Point
Try to use some conditional sentences:
My friends would vouch for my honesty.
[ would say that I have a reputation for being down to earth,

If I am in a difficult predicament I will always put my cards on the table.
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Others 11: A future plan or ambition

Describe any future plan or ambition you have.

You should say:
What the plan / ambition is
How long you have had this plan / ambition
Why you want to do this

Whether you think you will do this in the near future.

Suggestion
Choose the easiest option—say that you would like to move to another country. This gives you lots of
lifestyle aspects to describe (including work and study).

Uncommon Vocabulary
aspiration desire motivated have big ambitions

build castles in the air (idiom) a dream come true (idiom)

Grammar Point

Use a mix of tenses, especially future and conditional tenses:
Ever since [ was a kid I have had the desire to...
[ have never been the kind of person to build castles in the air.
It would really be a dream come true if I could...

[ really hope that I will be able to...
Others 12: An important invention

Describe an important invention before the age of computers.
You should say:

What the invention is

How it has changed people’s lives

Why you think it is important

Whether it is still used today.

Suggestion

There are many possibilities for this topic, but remember the topic card states that the invention must be
“before the age of computers”. Easy options include: the telephone, the jet aircraft, the generation of
electricity or gunpowder.

Uncommon Vocabulary
discovery innovation creator
conceive revolutionise think up
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Grammar Point
Use a mix of tenses:
The idea was originally conceived and thought up by an inventor (I can’t remember his name).
I think it was created some time in the twentieth century.
It has played an important part in people’s lives .
Life wouldn’t be the same without it because it has enabled people to...

Others 13: A form of public transport

Describe your favourite form of public transport.
You should say:

What type of transport it is

How often you use it

Why it is your favourite

Whether it is popular in your country.

Suggestion

Candidates often misunderstand the meaning of “pul;lic transport”. Public transport includes: trains,
buses, taxis, river ferries, underground trains (metro) and trams. It does not include bicycles, cars or air
travel. Buses or trains are probably the easiest to describe.

Uncommon Vocabulary
Use Part One Topic 33: Public transport.

Grammar Point

Use a mix of tenses:
When [ was younger I used to take the train about one year.
If I have the choice, I will generally opt to take a bus.
The train system has recently been upgraded.

Others 14: A public event

Describe a public event that you enjoved.
You should say:

What the event was

When and where vou saw it

Why you liked it

Whether you would like to see this kind of event again.
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Suggestion

There are many possible choices for this topic but the easiest is probably the Olympic Games. This
topic is easy because there are many different features that you can talk about. Some people might
argue that the Olympic Games is not actually a public event; in fact this topic is quite confusing (even
to an examiner), because the word “public event” is so vague and unspecific. For this reason it

is perfectly acceptable to select the Olympic Games.

Uncommon Vocabulary
international occasion the world’s most celebrated sports meeting
prestigious competition globally renowned

Grammar Point

You need to use many examples of past tenses:
It was actually the first time I had seen this prestigious sporting competition.
It was broadcast live on TV.
I spent hours watching the main events.

[ was quite surprised to notice that...
Others 15: A sporting event

Describe a sporting event that you have seen.
You should say:

What the event was

Where and when you saw it

What vou liked about it

Whether you would like to watch this type of event again.

Suggestion
Use exactly the same tontent and language as Others 14: A public event.

Finishing or “Rounding Off" Part Two

After your two-minute talk the examiner might ask W SiEgEEE T ELS
you one or two very basic questions about your Part | [AH N LTFE -_EHIHEN
Two content. Examiners call these ﬂ]uestions “rounding- | A LA 14 ), 27T RIS L 0] 1T
off” questions. “gETAET )

For example, in Part Two your topic was “Describe ), S WA hEE NG
your favourite form of public transport. ” Let’s say you | B . “#iRRBEERA AL E R
described buses. After you have finished talking, the | X, "{RINEA M RRALEE.E
examiner might ask questions like: ZEEWARTEZIE . EERELR
TI&:
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“Are: the buses cheap in your cnty"”
“Did you'travel'to the test today by bus?”

These simple quesnons are used to close Pan Two of
the speaking test. You DON'T need to give a complex
answer to these questions. This is the only time in the
speaking test when you should give simple answers. It
would be fine to answer:

“Yes, about 2 yuan for a single jgﬁmey. "

“No, actually I came by taxi.”

The examiner will want to move on to Part Three as

quickly as possible—so do not try to give long responses to
these questions.

In some situations the examiner will not ask these
questions and will move straight to Part Three.

Do not worry if the examiner does not ask these
questions—it means that the total timing for Part Two has
reached 3 minutes. This is usually a positive thing because it
means your Part Two talk was quite long.

174
ENGLISH

SR AL e sy

X ) BB e R P R 45 RS — R
SRR, ARG L (R ER
BHERMEE, XRFEEREQ
1 o I — R 2% A 17 W [0 iy
o fEHIXFFA R HBAIE

EELRERPETE SR
S— AR BRE S AR H
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E—EER T, FEESRRAE
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AXRAEERE M LEEL
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You know when Part Three has started because you

will hear the examiner say:

& A S IESE =R A T 4R,
B A2 A T BB B

“Ok we've just been talking about (public transport) and now I'd like to ask you one or two

general questions related to this topic. So first of all let’s talk about...

Part Three should take 4~5 minutes. This includes
the time it takes for the examiner to introduce topics and
ask questions.

It is important to realise that in Part Three the focus of
questions and topics changes.

As we have already seen, in Part One and Part Two the
focus of the topics and questions is “you” or “your life”.

FE=E KT E K 4~5 5,
HihaimEg M BiEEmEnEn
At A o

BiRBEE =R B REME
R R A T B RIREEMN,

EMEATEMERN, B5—. =
MHEERMAERERRE “F4E"H
HBEMETT",

Part One Part Two
Do YOU like... Describe YOUR favourite...
How often do YOU... Describe something YOU like doing...

Tell me about X in YOUR city.

Describe something that is popular in YOUR country.

In Part Three, there is a definite change in the focus.
The questions are no longer about you or your life. The
general focus of Part Three is “other people” or “society in
general”. The questions in Part Three may be based on
things in your country, things in general (no particular place)

or they may be about global issues.

There is a direct relationship between your Part Two
topic and your Part Three topics. However, it is important to
realise that your Part Three topics will not be exactly the
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For example, in Part Two your topic was:

Describe an interesting trip you have been on.

(You described a trip to Hong Kong.)

In Part Three, your examiner might ask you questions

about:

Different types of trips and holidays
Travelling abroad / travelling in your own country
The importance of tourism

The examiner will NOT ask about:

Travelling to Hong Kongr ,
Your favourite ways of travelling
Why you like travelling

This aspect of Part Three is important to understand
because the content of your answers must be based on

“general ideas” and not your “personal information”.

It is important to remember that your ideas are not
being tested—the examiner is only testing your ability to

express your ideas in spoken English.

Candidates who continue to talk about themselves in

Part Three will lose marks.

Part Three questions and strategies are given later in
this chapter.

It is quite obvious that Part Three is the most
demanding section of the speaking test. This is because the
questions and topics are more complex than Part One and
Part Two.

There is a specific reason for the increased difficulty in
Part Three. An experienced examiner can accurately award
a speaking score midway through Part Two. At the end of
Part Two, if your examiner has decided that you are a

R TR | S M | VL, o FUNGRSIEUSEUR S

tn

speaking " -

’-:Léiﬁ'sus-u

.' PR RN k-1 SRR W

B, A4S A IEER -

(AR T —KEF#IF. )

=M, BEARSNEE
KT LT AR

BEALNRTLUT AR

PR = B9 X —J7 iR R E
B, BAFENERARLIRET
AL TSR AR R

HEMRECESENARE A

MEE—FE AR ESEMRE
AkFiEACREMNESTE

FEEZMAAN—EERIERKTH
ERFRRNEBEEERED .

55 = AR 43 £ i) 5 0 L 2 R KR
EAEFES .

I Part Three and-Score Adjustment...:1 =1 .

R B =W R iRER P
R BRI~ FNiEHH
MBS — . — W REE
"ok

=R —MERIE
RN, —MNMRRFERKEE LIS
TSR R A TR T
R ARIRR, IREHE R

YherdbEA BT EME A N 3EF fhaR

Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn



HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


your language limit ——eg, push you “linguistically” to see
if you can actually get 7.

Part Three seems difficult because the examiner is
pushing you to your “linguistic limit".

Generally speaking, most people’s score stay the same
after Part Three. In other words, the examiner decided that
you were a 6 after Part Two, and your performance in Part
Three didn't make him change his or her mind.

In some circumstances, the score may be reduced in
Part Three. This usually happens with candidates who
have recited a lot of Part One and Part Two content, they
usually find that it is not possible to use recited content in
Part Three.

More importantly, it is possible to use Part Three to
increase your score. If you fully understand the functions of
Part Three questions, you can produce language that should

increase your score.

In this chapter we will focus on one particular strategy
for dealing with Part Three questions.

It is also important to remember that your actual
opinion is not being marked in Part Three,

Many people like to call Part Three a “discussion”. 1
would rather not use this word because it gives us the idea
that content is important. As with all parts of the speaking
test, you are being marked on your linguistic ability—NOT
your ideas or content.
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Part Three actually contains a wide number of different
topics and questions. It would be almost impossible to
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memorise answers in Part Three.
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The best strategy for Part Three is to ignore the actual X FHE =BG RZ
topic and question and focus on the “language function” of | B& EL{& (1) 1E B A0 a) {0 1 4 o8 A1 F
Part Three questions. BB EF I,

These language functions require specific grammar XSRS T BETFE L A A
aspects, so for this reason, most of our Part Three responses | {ARER, FHHETXMEH, KI5
will be based on grammar. B =R B R LA B R

Look at the following question: , & TR

Are houses nowadays the same as houses 50 years ago in your country?

With all Part Three questions it is a good idea to ask the ST A S =34 R 5, 5 F E
following question: ) [ BB AN

Why is the eXaiﬁii{er' asking me this question?

With this example the answer should be: | XNFXANFIF, BERE:

The examiner is testing my ability to demonstrate my ability to compare two things.
This will be our first question type. | B R BT E — R,

Part Three Question Type 1: Comparing

This is one of the most common Part Three question types. It usually appears very early in Part
Three (the first or second question). The comparing question can be asked in different ways:

® Time comparison

Are houses nowadays, the same as houses 30 years ago in your country?
(This type of comparison question requires the use of mixed tenses.)

® Social group comparison

Do men and women like the same types of books?

Do old and young people like the same holidays?
® Geographic comparison
Are houses in North China the same as houses in South China?

Although these questions look quite different, they all require a very similar answer. The important
thing to remember is that you do not get marks for the “differences” that you describe. Some
candidates simply list a number of differences—this does not produce a good quality answer. For this
question type you need to use “comparative” structures, Look at the following answer:
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“Do men and women like the same hobbies?”

“I'think men and women like different hobbies, for exa;fnpie menare fond of many types of
sporting activities such as football and basketball. Also they prefer things like watching action
movies and going to bars, but women like hobbies such as shopping; watching TV singing KTV
and chatting online.” |

This answer is simply a list of different hobbies; it is focused on content. It does not produce the
“comparative” language that is required for this type of question,

Now look at the next answer to the same question:

“Well obviously there are a number of clear differences. However, 1 guess that the most
significant would be that men tend to prefer sporting activities such as football or basketball.
Whereas in contrast women prefer things like shopping for clothes. In addition to this, another
possible distinction might be that men usually like watching films; while on the other hand,
women are more likely to prefer watching soap operas on TV.” T

This second answer contains similar content to the first answer but the content is presented with
comparative structures. The comparative language here is: whereas, in contrast, while on the other
hand. These two comparative linking structures will increase your score. Now you need to build your
own comparative answer.

Begin with an opening linking phrase:

Well obviously... Well undoubtedly...
Well clearly... , Well unmistakably...
Sure, without a doubt... Unquestionably...

Now say that there are some differences:

There are a number of underlying differences here.
There are a variety of possible differences here.

There are a range of potential distinctions here.

Now introduce the first difference:

However, I guess that the most significant would be that...
Though I suppose that the most obvious would be that...

-~

But I would say the most fundamental would be that..,

Now use a sentence to describe the first difference. For example, “...men tend to prefer...”

Develop this first difference with a simple linking word: especially, particularly, in fact, such as,

for example cnorificall
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Now use your first comparative linking structure:

Whereas on the-other hand... -
On;tlic'co'ntrary.;;.:f .
Though quite the opposite...

Now add your next sentence. For example, “...women are generally more keen on...”

Develop the second part of the first difference with a simple linking word: especially, particularly,

in fact, such as, for example, specifically.

So you have described one difference. Now you need to introduce a second difference.

Begin with a linking word:

In addition.., ‘ On top of this...
A_dditionallyr . _ o Moreover...

As well as this... After that...

Say there is another important difference.

...a second key distinction would be that...
...a subsequent contrast could be that...
...a further distinction might be that..,

Now describe the second difference. For example, *...men are quite keen on...”
Now use your second comparative linking structure.

While on the other hand... Conversely...
Alternatively... Then again, in opposition...

Then give a sentence to describe the second part of the second difference. You only need to

describe two differences.
¢ Tenses for Time Comparison

Sometimes people call these questions “changes” questions. However the question “How has X
changed in recent years?” is actually the same question as, “Is X nowadays the same as X in the past

(20 years ago, 50 years ago etc. )?”

The answer is actually the same, because if you describe the changes you are simply describing the

difference between past and present.

In your answer, when you describe the past, the easiest tense to use accurately is “used to”. For

example:
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X used to be much smaller...  Xdidn't use to have as many...
X always used to be more... " Xdidn'tusetobeas..

Now use your own answer structure to practise the following compare questions.

Are schools nowadays the same as schools in the past?

Are TV programmes nowadays the same as TV programmes in the past?

Are restaurants nowadays the same as restaurants in the past? _

Are free-time activities nowadays the same as 20 years ago in your country?

Are shops nowadays the same as shops when you were younger?

Are trips nowadays the same as trips that your parents had when they were young?
In what ways are magazines different to newspapers?

Do adults and children make friends in the same way?

Are families nowadays the same as families in the past?

Are buildings nowadays the same as buildings 100 years ago?

Is public transport nowadays the same as public transport 20 years ago?

Do old and young people like the same hobbies?

Do men and women have the same attitudes to shopping?

What's the difference between things made by hand and things made by machines?
Do people nowadays eat the same food as people 50 years ago?

Is the weather in North China the same as the weather in South China?

How has education changed in recent years in your country?

Nowadays, do people make new friends in the same way as people 20 years ago?

Are the ways in which people become famous nowadays the same ways that people became

famous 100 years ago?
J

This is not a complete list of every comparison question in Part Three, but if you can confidently
use your comparative structure for all of these questions, you will have no problem answering this type
of question—regardless of the topic.

" Look at the following question: “What will houses be like in the future?”
Now ask yourself: “Why is the examiner asking me this question?”
The answer is simple: “The examiner is testing my ability to use future prediction structures.”
The following answer is quite common for this type of question:

“I think that in the future, houses will be much bigger, and maybe they will be in some
strange places such as on the moon or under the sea.”

’ i 181
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The answer above directly answers the question with acceptable “predictions”. However the

language used to present these predictions is very basic. Now look at the next answer to the same
question:

“Certainly; I'm"sure:that ‘most- people would- agree that there will be a numiber of major
changes related to this. Initially, I guess that we might begin to see houses that are much bigger.
At the same time, | supp(?sc it's quite probable that we may have houses under the sea. And who
knows, it could even be pdssibie fhat we’ll.sg'e' the arrival of houses on the moon.”

The content of this answer is basically the same as the first answer but the language used is much
more complex. The answer lists 3 different predictions and each prediction is presented with a different
future structure:

..I guess that we might begin to see...
...I suppose it’s quite probable that we may have...
...who knows, it could even be possible that we’ll see...

Now you will build your own “predicting answer structure”. Begin with an opening linking
phrase:

Certainly, I'm sure.that most people:would agree that there will be a-number of major changes
related to this.

I’'m sure that in years to come we will see a number of changes related to this.

I reckon that in the not so distant future there are going to.be a few imminent changes with
regard to...

I imagine that in the near future, we will witness some major changes with regard to...

Introduce your first prediction.

Initially, I guess that we.might begin to see...

To begin with, I'd predict:that we will most likely have...
Primarily, it looks quite probable that we are going to have...
First of all, I would envisage that we are going to have...

Use a sentence to describe your first prediction. (Try to use basic future tenses when giving

details.) Try to develop the sentence with a basic linking word.

“Initially, I guess that we might begin to see houses that a,re‘ made of plastic materials
because these will be much cheaper and easier to construct.”

Now introduce your second prediction.

182 ., .
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At the same time, [ suppose it’s quite probable that'we may have...
- As well as this, some people claim that we will probably start to see...
On top of this, I imagine it’s quite likely that we will soon have,.;-

Likewise, I would imagine that we may even be able to see...

Use a sentence to describe your second prediction. (Try to use basic future tenses when giving
details.) Try to develop the sentence with a basic linking word.

"' At the-same time, I suppose'it’s quite;probable that we may have houses that are controlled
by computer because this will make home life much easier.”

Now introduce your third prediction. It is not always possible to make 3 realistic predictions, so

you can make your final one quite unrealistic.

And who knows, it could even be possible that we’ll see the arrival of...

And you never know, it could even transpire that we’ll have... _
And I know it’s a bit of a crazy thought, but one day we may even have... -
And who knows, there’s even a chance that we will have... }

It is probably not necessary to develop your last prediction, but if you can add a detail use a basic
future tense. Practise your prediction structure with the following questions:

( What will schools be like in the future? )
What will restaurants be like in the future?

What types of people will become famous in the future?
What will shops / shopping habits be like in the future?
‘What will public transport be like in the future?

What types of hobbies will become popular in the future?
What types of trips / holidays will people take in the future?
What will cars be like in the future?

What will TV programmes be like in the future?

What kinds of gifts will people give in the future?

What kinds of skills will become important in the future?
What new inventions do you think we will see in the future?
What environmental problems will we see in the future?

Do you think we will see any changes in the weather in the future?

Do you think we will read books in different ways in the future?
{ Do you think we will get news in different ways in the future?

It is important to remember that some of these prediction questions are quite difficult in their
content. It is not always easy to think about the future. As a basic guideline the following changes
should be u

;DﬂLEiGLi_SH Redesigned by ieltsdihluc.vn



HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


. ‘
i W . G S ol

Changes in variety (There will be:a wider variety.)

Changes in price (Things will become cheaper or more expensive,)
Changes in size, materials or appearance

Changes in location

Changes in form (Things will become Internet based. / There will be electronic versions,)

Part Three Question Type 3: Why questions

There are some “why” questions in Part One of the speaking test but they are more commonly
asked in Part Three. Look at the following question and answer:

Why do so many peop]e want to be famous""

“In my oplmon there are many reasons. Flrstly people think they can make more money,
live in a big house, drive an expensive car and travel around the world.

The reasons in this answer are quite acceptable, but they are presented in a basic structure which

lacks linking phrases. This answer also lacks complex vocabulary. Now look at the next answer:

“In my opinion I guess I would have to say that there are probably a number’ of factors
involved. Primarily, one key motivation would be because they think they would be able to
make more money. As well as this a subsequent incentive might be because they want to live in
a big house and drive an expensive car. ” '

This answer actually contains less ideas or reasons, but it presents the reasons with complex linking
structures. The word “reason” is also replaced with 3 different complex vocabulary items (factor,

motivation and incentive).
Now build your own “why” structure. Begin with a linking phrase:

Well in my opinion I guess I would\haye to say that..,
Well in my view, I suppose I would say that...
Well in my estimation, I guess that...

Well generally it’s my belief that...

Now use a structure to say that “there are many reasons”.

There are probably a number of factors involved.

There are obviously a number of motives surrounding this idea.
There are unquestionably a number of explanations for this.
There are undoubtedly a variety of justifications behind this.

Now introduce the first reason:
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The chief cause might be that...
The main basis is probably because...

The key explanation is possibly because...

Introduce the second reason:

As well as this, a subsequent factor could be because...
At the same time, a secondary motive could be that...
Additionally, a further rationale might be due to the fact that...

If you want to talk about a third reason, you can use a similar structure to the ones above.
Remember try not to repeat the vocabulary, 1. e. if you have used “factor” in one sentence, in your next
sentence use a different word, eg, “motive”. The more “reason” words you use, the higher your
vocabulary score.

Now practise using your structure for the following “why” questions.

Why is it important to protect old / historical buildings?

Why do so many people move from the countryside to cities?

Why is it important to protect the environment?

Why do people like to know about the private lives of famous people?
Why do many people want to live abroad?

Why do people like travelling to foreign countries?

Why is it important to learn a foreign language?

Why do children find it easier to learn to play a musical instrument?
Why are supermarkets so popular nowadays?

Why is it important to play sports?

Why is watching TV so popular around the world?

Part Three Question Type 4: Advantages

These questions sometimes appear in Part One, but they are much more common in Part Three.

Look at the following question and answer:

“What are the advantages of travelling by train?”
“I think there are many advantages; for example it is quite cheap, it’s usually faster than

road travel, you can usually take a train to any destination and you can sleep on the train, "
Although this answer describes some advantages, it does not use appropriate language to express

these advantages. In fact, the only word used “advantage” is recycled from the question. Now look at a
different answer to the same question:

"' . 5
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“Well I.suppose that there are quite a few clear benefits, but I would probably say that for
the most part, the one thing that really stands out is that trains are really cheap; especially for
long distance travel—you can travel from one side China to-the othér for a few hundred yuan, 1
guess that another obvious plus point is that it is much faster than travelling by road—so you can
save time by travelling on trains. Along with this, a further merit is“that you can sleep quite
comfortably on long train journeys, ” '

In this answer, the candidate has used appropriate language to express “advantages”: clear benefits,

obvious plus point, further merit.

Now create your own “advantages” structure. (You will build a structure that develops each
advantage.) Begin with an opening linking phrase that explains that “there are many advantages”.

Well I suppose that there are quité a few clear benefits.
Clearly there are a number of obvious merits.
Sure there are a few favourable aspects.

Obviously there are a number of positive features.

Now highlight the most obvious:

But I would probably say that for the most part, the one thing that really stands out is-that...
" But it goes without saying that the most apparent would be that...

Although I guess that the most visible would be that..,

However, I guess that the most evident would be that...

Add a simple sentence which describes the advantage: “...trains are really cheap...” Now develop
this advantage with one of the following structures:

This is obviously favourable because...
This is undoubtedly positive for the simple reason that...

This is without doubt beneficial because...

Add a simple sentence to explain why it is an advantage: “... you can travel from one side China to
the other for a few hundred yuan.”

Now introduce your second advantage:

At the same time a second.bonus might be that...
Besides this, a second plus point could be that...
As well as this a further favourable aspect would be that...

Add a simple sentence to explain the advantage and develop it with one of the following:
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This is clearly advantageous because...
This is definitely valuable since...
This is surely a positive feature because..

For most questions, two advantages should be enough to produce a good quality answer. There is

no need to list every advantage.

A common problem for this type of question is when candidates also try to describe disadvantages
in their answer. This is unnecessary because usually (not always) the examiner will ask about
disadvantages in the next question. Now use your advantages structure to practise answering the

following questions.

What are the advantages of travelling by air?

What are the advantages of having a private car?

What are the advantages of zoos?

What are the advantages of playing team sports?

What are the advantages of being famous?

What are the advantages of watching films in a cinema?

What are the advantages of living in cities?
What are the advantages of using a public library? '

What are the advantages of spending time in a foreign country?

What are the advantages of getting news from newspapers?
What are the advantages of online (Internet) shopping?
What are the advantages of listening to the radio (compared with TV)? ‘
What are the advantages of advertising?

What are the advantages of hand-made products? }

Part Three Question Type 5: Disadvantages

An advantage question is often followed by a disadvantage question.

“What are the advantages of train travel?”
(Your answer)

“Are there any disadvantages?”

Your disadvantage answer should be similar to your advantage answer. You need to use
appropriate vocabulary to describe the disadvantages. Begin with a linking structure to explain that

there are some disadvantages:

I think it’s fair to say that there are a few negative aspects.
P’m sure most people would agree that there are some drawbacks.
Of course there are a couple of shortcomings.

187
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Now introduce your main disadvantage:

I guess the most impractical characteristic would be that...
I suppose the most unfavourable quality might be that...
Unquestionably, the most adverse feature would be that...

Describe the main advantage with a simple sentence, for example: “..trains are often overcrowded...”
Now use a linking structure to develop this disadvantage.

Most people would agree that this is problematic because...
This is an obvious weakness because...

This is a clear limitation because...

Add a simple sentence to explain why it is a disadvantage, for example: “...on a long journey you
might not be able to find a seat.”

Now describe your second disadvantage.

Correspondingly, an additional weak point may be that...
Supplementary to this, a further handicap may be that...
At the same time, another stumbling block might be that...

Add a simple sentence and develop it with one of the following structures:

And the trouble with this is that...
And this can be a hassle because...
This is usually an aggravation because...

So a complete answer to the question might look like this:

“What are the disadvantages of train travel?”

“l think it's fair to say that there are a few negative aspects. I suppose the most
unfavourable quality might be that trains are often overcrowded at certain times of year. This is
a clear limitation because on a long journey you might not be able to find a seat which means
you have to, stand up for hours. At theé same time, another stumbling block ‘r:rxlight‘ be that train
tickets are sometimes difficult to buy, especially around Spring Festival, and this can be a hassle

1

because it means you can't always travel on the actual day that you want to. ’

When the examiner hears this answer, the first thing he will notice is the appropriate disadvantage
language: negative aspects, unfavourable quality, clear limitation, stumbling block,hassle. Because you
have used these words in complex linking structures, it affects your score in three ways: fluency—
grammar—yvocabulary.

Now use your disadvantage structure to practise the following Part Three questions:
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What are the disadvantages of air travel?
What are the disadvantages of shopping in supermarkets?

What are the disadvantages of using technology in education?

What are the disadvantages of going on holiday in foreign countries?
What are the disadvantages of having a fixed daily routine?

What are the disadvantages of machine-made products?
What are the disadvantages of zoos?

What are the disadvantages of eating out in restaurants?
What are the disadvantages of online (Internet) shopping?
What are the disadvantages of being famous?

What are the disadvantages of living in cities?

What are the disadvantages of living in the countryside?
What are the disadvantages of living near the sea?

What are the disadvantages of living in an old building?

What are the disadvantages of advertising?

Part Three Question Type 6: Problems

This type of question is not as common as the previous five types, but it is often used in topics that
deal with nature, environment, social problems or global problems. Example: “What problems are

caused by the increase in use of private cars?”

As you should now understand, your aim here is to present two problems using appropriate

“problem” vocabulary. Begin with an opening linking phrase to explain that there are problems:

Obviously we can say there are quite a lot of dangers with regard to this issue.
It's universally accepted that there are a few hazards involved with...
This issue is weighed down with a few problems.

Now highlight your main problem:

At the outset, the most crucial predicament is that...
First and foremost, one major worry is probably that...
Essentially, one fundamental concern is probably that...

Add a simple statement and develop it with one of the following structures:

This is cléarly alarming because...
This fact is unmistakably perturbing because...

This needs to be seen as a sensitive matter because...

Now introduce your second problem with one of the following linking phrases:
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Additionally, another major cause for concern has to be the fact that..,
Equally worrying is the suggestion that...
Another matter which causes unease is the point that...

Add a simple statement and develop it with one of the following:

And the short-term and / or long-term implications of this are that...
And the underlying repercussions of this are that...
And the principal upshot of this is probably that...

So a final answer to our first question might look like this:

“It’s universally accepted that there a few hazards involved with the increase in the use of
private cars. Essentially, one fundamental concern is probably that it leads to an increase in
pollution. This fact is unmistakably perturbing because we are facing huge global pollution
problems at the moment.

Additionally, another major cause for concern has to be the fact that cars consume huge
amounts of our energy resources. And the underlying repercussions of this are that we will soon
be confronted with a global energy crisis.”

Some candidates try to offer solutions to the problems in the same answer. In most cases the
examiner will follow the “problem” question with a “solution” question, so do not offer the solutions

until you are asked this question.

“What are the problems associated with the increase in car use?”
(Your answer)
“How could these problems be solved?”

Use your “problem” structure to answer the following questions:

What problems are caused by international tourism?

Tourism can cause problems in natural areas. What are these problems?

What environmental problems are common in your country? ’
What are the problems facing the natural environment?

What problems are associated with overcrowded cities? |

What problems are associated with the Internet? ‘
What problems are associated with globalisation?

What problems are caused by the use of too much technology?

What problems are associated with the news media (journalists)?

’- 190
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Part Three Question Type 7: Solutions

If the examiner asks a “problem” question, it will normally be followed by a “solution” question. It
is a good idea to make a back reference to the two problems that you described in your previous
answer. For this reason it is a bad idea to describe more than two problems in the previous answer,
because you might forget what the actual problems were. First, begin with a general statement:

In my view there are a number of actions that could be taken.
I honestly believe that there are a few ways to tackle these problems.
Well I think we could go about this in a number of ways.

Highlight your first solution:

When dealing with the first problem the easiest way to work it out would be to,.. ‘ ke
Inreaction to the initial issue, the most effective way to get to the root of the problem wou]d be to...

Give a brief statement to explain the solution. Now offer a solution to the second problem:

Now, taking into account the second challenge, the only way to get to the bottom of this
dilemma would be to...

Taking on the second problem, the most successful way to confront this would be to...
So a complete answer might look like this:

“What are the problems associated with in the increase in car use?”

(See answers to previous problems)

“How could these problems be solved?”

“In my view, there are a number of actions that could be taken. When dealing with the first
problem, the easiest way to work it out would be to develop new technology for car engines
which doesn’t cause serious air pollution, maybe some kind of special exhaust filter. Taking on
the second problem, the most successful way to confront this would be to invest heavily on
research into alternative energy sources. In fact, I've heard that we have already produced a car

which runs on water.”

If you are confident enough, you might want to develop these points further, but don’t do it if you
are not sure that you have the vocabulary to continue producing good quality language. It is always
better to produce a medium length answer that is accurate in its language than a longer answer that
contains many mistakes.

Go back to the problem question section and practise your “solution” structure for the problems
that you thought about for each example question.
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| Summary of Part Three Question Types % ¥

There are some questions in Part Three that have not

been covered in this section. However, the 7 types that have -

been explained are definitely the most common.

If you are asked a question that does not fit any of these
structures, you can try to adapt the language to fit that

question.

Remember the basic rule should always be: begin
with a linking phrase, introduce an idea then develop it a
linking structure. Do not list ideas. Separate your ideas
with linking phrases. Most Part Three questions only need
3 ideas.

As [ have stated before, to score 7 in speaking you do
not need to produce great answers to every quéstion—you
just need to produce some great language in response to
some of the questions.

55 = FP 43 ) — S0 A BB AE A BB 4
VAW R, KRR 7K
R RBR WA

an SR A B — AR L RAE
— R R [RI, %A A DL E G
BHHEZEE BB A,

TEAEEEA AN SR IR
WIEF L, 5SIA— TR, RIEH—
MEBREHREHRIT AETFIUR.
FEREEEERILRS . KE
BB = RHFE 3 WA

EMZ AT, B85 —10
BT AR EERBTENEG 1
o) AR 46 AR A7 ) [l 2 —— i1 R
7E [8) 2 — st [a] S et o Y — S6 R 47 19
EFT,

Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn


HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


Additional Tips

Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn



HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


2qiT IsnoitibbA

Redesigned by ieltsdinhluc.vn



HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG

HOME
TRANG


‘ Rusameas 4 ey

1. Giving examples
2. Paraphrasing

3. Vague language
4. Asking for help

S. Example interview scripts

6. Suggested further reading J
-

1. Giving examples  vsidaoov s sesios 61

Sometimes you can finish your answer with an A5 0 2 M 0] LR — AN RE B B
example structure but you do not need to do this with every | #yssZ i [H1% , BAEENH—4
question; one or two times in the speaking test is more than | |1 Bfi#0 3 BE i, 78 015 & 34 b

enough. —RRXFHEHRERET .
Look at the previous answer to the “problem” F BN F XA “problem” & a] i
question. A Z AT I,

“It's-universally'accepted that there a few hazards involved with the increase in the use of
private cars. Essentially, one fundamental concern is probably that it leads to an increase in
pollution. This fact is unmistakably perturbing because we are facing huge global pollution
problems at the moment. =

Additionally, another major cause for concern has to be.the fact that cars consume huge
amounts of our energy resources. And the underlying repercussions of this are that we will soon
be confronted with a global energy crisis.”

It would be quite easy to add an example to this EXANEEPMA—NEF&
answer: EEES:

;‘Actually I think this idea is best illustrated with the example of oil which is running out at
an alarming rate.”

You don’t get extra marks simply for adding an X RN RN T —MFm
example. However, your score will be influenced because ‘m&bﬁﬁ}, RMPLRRMEHT -4
you have used a complex linking structure: | B SRS T B,

“Actually I think this idea is best illustrated with the example of...”

Use the following structures to introduce an example: | AT E SR A—IBIF:

’D'DL_EHGIJ_EH

1
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In fact, this concept can be illustrated by the example of...

~As a matter of fact, this point can be demonstrated with the case of...

In actual fact, this notion ‘can be confirmed by the example of...

Paraphrasing is extremely important in the speaking test
because it directly affects your vocabulary score.

To achieve a vocabulary score of 7 or 8, the examiner
needs to hear at least one example of effective para-
phrasing.

Paraphrasing means saying or explaining something
in your own words. In the speaking test it is used to
explain vocabulary gaps (words that you don’t know in
English).

A good tip for paraphrasing is the “forget—explain—
remember” rule., With this strategy you deliberately
forget a particular word, then you explain the word and
then you remember the word. Look at the following

example:

EOEE P RHIESURTRY
REHEEER, FAXEEE WS
BIRRC A5

AT HERD LAY, BH
ELTERI -MERABELK
#lFo

B ENACHIEFRR
FRPIFLEEY, EEEHTEY
TR RN (B A
1H Y SESCHL i),

— R R TR RIE— R
B2 AU, XA, B4
BEREIC T R0, RamEiR
XA i, BE LR R BE
THEHT

" “An additional problem with cars is that they produce a lot of...errr...I can’t remember the

word, but it's the gas that comes out of the car exhaust...oh yeah...carbon monoxide. That’s what

I mean.”

In this example the candidate has produced some
effective paraphrase and used a complex vocabulary item
(carbon monoxide), so the vocabulary score has been

influenced in two ways.

It is usually a good idea to think of some examples
of this before the test, but the following examples
should be quite helpful because they can be used for many
topics.

B EEERT & F M
BB, FERT —NERHEIL
(carbon monoxide), H it BN
B/ THEICA

AER 7 B I Z AT AELIH — 20X FF
HFFE R INE, BRTHK
PIFRIZRIER A RN, RAEN
ERTHZEE.

For buildings: architecture, interior décor, elevator, escalator

For people: optimistic, open-minded, assertive, sarcastic

For objects: warranty, guarantee, replacement
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It really doesn’t matter which word you decide to

paraphrase as long as it’s an uncommon vocabulary item.

In addition, many Chinese words can be paraphrased,
especially if there is no exact English equivalent, such
as:

s Xt iR~ IR AT B LR
HE, ARERE MR,

5381, Vr oSN AT AT
R, $ 5 BT )62 SR )
M, St

“Huo Guo, it’s a type of dish that is served in.a pot and the pot is usually heated on the

table, so the food is.cooked in front.of you,”

This example of paraphrasing is worth more marks than
simple saying “hot-pot”.

Placeholders

Placeholders are words that replace something when a
speaker does not know or cannot remember the name of
something or someone: “You need to use a thingummy

when you open a bottle of red wine. ”

Grammatically these simply replace the name of the
person or object that the speaker cannot remember and
never change their form. Other placeholders include:

whatsitcalled thingy

When you paraphrase, try to use one of these
placeholders. Look at the following example:

HATR RN EE AR
“hot-pot” B3 B B 956

SRVAZIP AT NI N
AR FEL AR PY B A B9 4 Tt TR
B Le i TR mE, FEE A
KRR, "

MiFsk b, Xeeim RREHT

WIEEARICRYARYNE T, A
BB HAb s (LidaeE.

thingummyjig

PR, AE AR AP
A, BT EEAT

“One of the major problems with shopping online is that there are loads of err... what is

called...”

You may think this is not a very good way to impress
your examiner, but this is exactly what native speakers do
when they forget a word.

When you paraphrase you need to first let the examiner
know that you have forgotten the word (or you don’t know
the word in English).

Use the following linking phrases to begin paraphrasing:

FHEBFNRXIFAR—M
BEFNMRBIEFHFHRITE, HE
XL RKIFEFIFEE TIC— A
i B

HEAT R SO 55 A R SR LS
BB RGIE T X iR (R E R
HITE X M BB SCBEH ) o

SER T A AR 3L

I can’t remember the English word; I'll have to explain what I mean here.

Actually, I can’t seem to remember the word; let me try to put it into plain words.

The word has slipped my mind; I'll try to paraphrase it for you.
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Use the following language to explain your word: ‘ 5 B D90 /A S X LRV R
Well what it is... it is'a kind / type of.. In some ways it’s similar to...
. Its'actually something like a...
Continue your paraphrasing with: | ke P T T B A TR R
Anditsmade from.,. .c i e e L It's often found... = . -
It’s used by / for... , It involves... s . :
One of the most unique features of X is that... And I should also mention that...
Then “remember” the word: | SRJG kX AN .

Oh... I think I've just remembered it; the word I'm looking for is X.

3. Vague language

One language feature that sounds like native-speaker — IR R SRR A 4 R B BB
style English is vague language. Vague language is best ETAE R AWIE, AWIER BTN
described language that is not exact. R B

Look at the following example:

“You usually need to buy them in a special shop like a craft shop or somewhere like that. ”

The phrase “or somewhere like that” is vague 4B “or somewhere like that” &
language. BHIE,

Use the following vague language in your answers:

Rounding up the time:
I arrived about half past six,
When I arrived it was almost half past six.
When I arrived it was half six-ish.

It was nearly half past‘sixwh.en we arrived.

List completers include words such as things and R LIS TR 5 2 & 10 i el . 3518
stuff. 4N things” Fl“stuff" %1715 .

Pooithaisn
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I usually watch documentaries and things like that.

1 usually watch documentaries and stuff like that. -
I’'m quite fond of reading magazines and things / stuff.
I might buy a book or something like that.

[ usually buy books and DVDs or stuff like that.

I might buy'a book or whatever:

- I'might go to the park or wherever. -

I might go with my cla'ssmates or whoever.

Do not use too many list completers in your speaking
test. A good guideline would be 4 or 5 examples across the
whole interview.

Quantities

Vague language is very common with numbers when
expressing quantity, frequency or the time. Lower numbers
are often expressed by phrases such as: a couple of, a few.
Whereas, larger numbers are rounded up with: about,
around or replaced with: lots of, loads of.

[ usually get up at around three or four o’clock.
It costs around 15 yuan or so.

It’s about a 1,000 yuan.

The weather caused loads of / lots of problems.

With vague language, “a couple” does not usually
mean “two”; it can mean “up to three” or even “four”.
When you do not want to give accurate numbers, you can
use the following:

There were about 30 odd students in my class.
There were about 30 or so people at the party.
She’s not that old. I'd say she’s about 40-ish,
There are a lot of / lots of / loads of choices.
I've been to Beijing a couple of / a few times.
[ think [ saw about / around 10 or so.

’mLma.i_sH

FE DB P AR RIRZ Ak
GRS BTN o TP INE R RTE
B mR A R RSB

. BWIBERAYE | SRR E
FERIA PR I BYNOBCREHR
F a couple of , a few F4iBEFA, M
K BB Al about, around # ik,
& H lots of, loads of #{{,,

P& WIERT, a couple A £
BEHAN, EAURR =ZANARE
PN, AR HIEBECERT, TR
FHINT R
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In the speaking test there are strict rules about how
much help the examiner can give you. These rules are
different for each part of the test.

In Part One the examiner is allowed to repeat the
question TWO TIMES if you don't understand it. If you
don’t understand a certain word and ask about that word, the
examiner is not allowed to explain it; the question will be

repeated in exactly the same way.

If you do not understand the question in Part One or if
you just didn’t hear it clearly, it is fine to ask the examiner to
repeat it.

Use the following language:

4. Asking for help i

EOFEZFRPRTEEHRBS
FHEZ WA HREINE M TH
RS, M EAR AR,

FESR— A PR A R HAR
B, FEAUEEMAR. MRELE
AERA BRI L 5 TR A
i, BEANREN HHTHRE, W
SUSELMFER TR ER.

R A AW E 8 — AR 4 B9 5]
HaE RREAWEE, TLUERE
HEXR.

I'm sorry 1 didn’t quite.catch the question; could you ask it again please?

I'm sorry I missed that:one; could you repeat it please?

As a rule, if this happens two or three times in Part
One, there will be no problem. If it happens more
than 4 times, then the examiner will reduce your
fluency score (usually By one point, i. e. 5 will be reduced
to 4).

In Part Two, it is unlikely that you will need the
examiner to repeat anything because the examiner doesn’t
actually say much. However, if there is a word on the topic
card that you don’t understand, then the examiner is allowed
to quickly explain that word to you (usually by replacing it
with an easier word or giving an example). You can avoid
this problem by checking all the topic cards featured in this
book.

In Part Three the rules are less strict. The examiner will
explain vocabulary, change the wording of questions or
simplify the questions whenever necessary. This shouldn’t
happen very often because when Part Three begins the
examiner should have a very clear idea of your language

level and he / she will ask the questions in a way in which
q y
you Shoul"‘ LA alkla ¢~ smdanatand Anita ancila

TIRAE , MEXHERES—
oMW =K, MR R, 0
REAMKRUL, ZEARESIEE
MRFIRE#ITINS (EFEM 1 2,
Hean 5 28 E] 4 4.

FESE 8RSy, BEATRERES
HEREMfA, WABELR AR
KRZ. i, WREHF EFERN
PRI, B3I R AT AR S )
AR MEGEERRA— R #
— LB B AR B T R E HE—
T)o FAEMUERFHPHITA T
RER DL S A )

B MMERE X AT
B AT LATE AT 0T 7 2 60 b 5% A R 1]
1T, BOER $R ) () 1 IR e 3 fef A T
EEREASHE RE, HANE
= IR E L R EES
HERIET K, b/ S REERS
A MRS N
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5. Example jnterview scripts ..

The following pages give a clear picture of what a THILREEMAE TEEN
complete interview looks like. i,

Remember that your interview might be slightly it FERTFHOERATENOA
different to these because the number of questions asked | IHtHifFA — SRR, B RAIEEE
will depend on the length of your answers. BRI A R TE

This section is only intended to give you a full picture G Al e T T e e
of what the whole interview looks like on paper. For the first | fft— /N2 ORER, §393HE
example there are suggestions of what type of answer | #7454 T 8 FHH AR o] B 45
structure to use. N

Interview 1 -

Good afternoon, my name is... Can you tell me your full name please?

OK, can I see your ID card please?

In this first part I'd like to ask you some questions about yourself. So first of all let’s talk about
where you live. Do you live in a house or a flat? (Simple direct answer)

Tell me the good things about your house or flat. (Use Part One “Liking” structure)

Is there anything you don't like about it? (Use Part One “Disliking” structure)

Do you think you will move to another area in the future? (Use Part One “Would” structure)

Now let’s move on to talking about reading. Do you like reading? (Use Part One “Liking” structure)
How often do you read? (Use Part One "It depends” structure)

Where do you normally read? (Use Part One “It depends” structure)

What types of books are popular in your country nowadays? (Use Part One “Types of ” structure)

Let’s talk about music now. What types of music do you like listening to? (Why?) (Use a mix of
Part One “Types of " and “Liking” structures)

How much time do you spend listening to music?(Use Part One “It depends” structure)

Where do you usually listen to music?(Use Part One “It depends” structure)

OK, now I'm going to give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about it for one to two minutes.
Before you talk you'll have one to two minutes to think about what you are going to say and you can
make some notes if you wish , do you understand?

I’d like you to describe the type of clothes you like wearing. (One minute preparation)

OK, so remember you have one to two minutes for this so don’t worry if I stop you. I'll tell you

when the time is up...Can you start speaking now please?

’ ‘ _ 201
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Topic Card

Describe the type of clothes you like wearing.

You should say:
What kind of clothes you usually like to wear -
Why you like these clothes
Where you buy them

Whether these clothes are popular in your country.

OK, we've been talking about clothes that you wear and now I'd like to discuss with you one or
two more general questions related to this. So first of all let’s consider clothes and fashion. Do men and
women have different ideas about fashion? (Use Part Three “Comparing” structure)

Why do teenagers like to follow fashion? (Use Part Three “Why" structure)

What are the disadvantages of following fashion? (Use Part Three “Disadvantages” structure)

OK, now let's move on to talk about uniforms. Why do some companies prefer their staff to wear
uniforms? (Use Part Three “Why" structure)

Interview2 o R e

Good afternoon, my name is...Can you tell me your full name please?

OK, can | see your ID card please? ‘

In this first part I'd like to ask you some questions about yourself. So first of all let’s talk about
where you live. Tell me about the area that you live in.

What do you like about the area?

Is there anything you don't like about the area?

Do you think you will continue to live in this place for a long time?

Now let’s move on to talk about films. How often do you watch films?
What type of films do you like watching?

Do you prefer watching films alone or with someone else?

Is it better watching films at home or in the cinema?

Let's talk about birthdays now. Do you usualty spend your birthday with your friends or with your
family?

What do children generally do on their birthdays in China?

Are birthdays important?

What is the most important birthday or age which is celebrated in China?

OK, now I'm going to give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about it for one to two minutes.
Before you talk you'll have one to two minutes to think about what you are going to say and you can
make some notes if you wish , do you understand?

I'd like you to describe some help which you received in the past. (One minute preparation)

OK, so remember you have one to two minutes for this so don’t worry if I stop you. I'll tell you

when the tima ic in  Can unn ctart eneaking nnw nlaaca?

"202 .
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Topic Card

Describe the help which you received in the past.
You should say:

What type of help you received

Who helped you

Why you needed this help

How you felt after you received this help.

OK, we've been talking about the help you received in the past and now I'd like to discuss with
you one or two more general questions related to this. So first of all let’s consider different kinds of
help. Generally, what kinds of help do people often need in their lives?

Do you think, in general, society is helpful?

- Do you think people were more helpful in the past than they are nowadays?

What kinds of help will people need in the future?

Interview 3

Good afternoon, my name is...Can you tell me your full name please?

OK, can I see your ID card please?

In this first part I'd like to ask you some questions about yourself. So first of all let’s talk about
what you do. Do you work or are you a student? '

What are you studying?

Why did you choose this college / university?

What's good about where you're studying?

What would you like to do after your studies?

Let's move on to talk about collecting things. Have you ever collected anything?
What things do people collect in your country?

Why do people like collecting things?

Would you like to start collecting something new in the future?

Now let’s talk about weather. What's the weather like where you live?
What do you do when the weather is bad?

What type of weather do you like best?

Would you like to have that type of weather all year round?

OK, now I'm going to give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about it for one to two minutes.
Before you talk you'll have one to two minutes to think about what you are going to say and you can
make some notes if you wish , do you understand?

I'd like you to describe your childhood home. (One minute preparation)

OK, so remember you have one to two minutes for this so don’t worry if I stop you. I'll tell you

when the tima ic nn Man unin ctart cnanbina naws wlanca?

’DﬂLEiGLi_SH
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Topic Card

Describe your childhood home.
You should say:
Where this place is located
What type of house it is
How long you lived there

What you liked about this place.

OK, we've been talking about your childhood home and now I'd like to discuss with you one or
two more general questions related to this. So first of all let’s consider different kinds of houses. Are

houses nowadays different to houses in the past?
What kinds of houses will be common in the future?
What are the advantages of living in an old house?

Why do some people like to move to a different house?

© 6.Suggested further reading ....a0 5.

Most book stores stock a wide variety of IELTS books
of varying quality.

If you have read this book, then you will have noticed
that it is very language orientated and does not offer many
ideas and content for topics and questions. As [ have stated
many times, content is really not very important in the
speaking test; however, if you find it difficult to think of
ideas and content, then there are a number of books which
can help you. I would recommend that you combine the
ideas and content of those books with the language
structures presented throughout this book.

Your best strategy for further improvement is to focus
on two key aspects of the marking system: vocabulary and
grammar.

If you want to buy a vocabulary book, I would strongly
recommend that you choose one that organises the words
by topic. In this way you can study the topics that are
[ELTS-related and ignore those which do not appear in the
test. A good example is: English Vocabulary Organiser by
Chris Gough (available in China).

REPHEBAERBRBTIASE
AFHHERH AP

MREBLEETHFH, WRAE
BB E IR AR, AR XS
BEHIERTEAE A R RSN
Ao EMABTREBRGIE, 7
HIEZRPERERNARAR; MRF%
TR A R R AR R XERIE
AMEHA LR, EEEWE
AR B S RIN B S A A3 P BT
REEF WS EER.

% A ik — o R R B B SRR R
KHEN TR ER PR EXE
BHRTH: RILAE.

WMRFEEMLELCH, £EHE
HELRBE—AEBEENILRE
B Po X, AL 5HEEM
KAIEE, [E8 2R IREARXEE R
T B EE . —MREFHBT R
Chris Gough 2 i) English Vocabulary

)o
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In addition, 1 would suggest learning more idioms BN, EEBWEEZICEE
and phrasal verbs (especially if you want to score 7 or | MIZNAMEIE(FFHIRFEBED 74
higher). WA EREWSEIE).

In the same series as the above title: Fl—FEHRFIEBEEH

English Idioms Organiser by Jonathan Wright (available in China);
Phrasal Verbs Organiser by John Flower (available in China).

To improve your overall grammar performance I would EERFTHMAE BRI
recommend the following two titles: AR SRR

English Grammar in Use by Raymond Murphy (available in China);
Advanced Grammar in Use by Martin Hewings (available in China).
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