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212 Leisure interests

Try it first!

Try talking about your leisure interests as if you were doing Speaking Part 1. If you
are working with a partner, take it in turns to play the roles of examiner and
candidate. Here are some typical questions.

Examiner (perhaps following on from questions on another topic): Let’s talk about your 
free-time activities. 
l What do you do at the weekends?
l What is it that you like about [one of candidate’s leisure activities]?
l How often do you get the chance to [one of candidate’s leisure activities]?
l How important a part of your week are your free-time activities?
l Do you enjoy your free time more now than you did when you were a child?
l What free-time activity would you like to try in the future?

U N I T 2 Leisure interests

•  •  SPEA
K

IN
G

 •  •

SPEAKING PART 1:  FREE-TIME ACTIVITIES

In Part 1 of the Speaking test, the examiner may ask questions about your free-time
activities and entertainment interests. Questions of this type may begin the interview, or
they may follow on from other questions, for example questions about your occupation or
the place where you live. It’s a good idea to prepare some ideas for speaking about these
things and the other typical Part 1 topics which you will meet later in this book.



22 2 Leisure interests

2
Spotlight 1

Useful language for talking about your 
leisure interests

Grammar: gerunds and infinitives

1 Put each of these gerunds and phrases with gerunds into the correct column of
the table below.

camping      gardening      ice skating      mountain climbing      
playing computer games      playing football      reading      running      
skiing      walking in the countryside      walking the dog      watching TV

Gerund
The gerund ends in –ing.
I love reading.
I’m not very interested in watching sport on TV.

For activities, the gerund can often follow go.
I often go swimming at the weekends.
I’m going fishing next weekend.

Infinitive
The infinitive is the form of the verb found in the dictionary, and is often preceded by to.
I don’t get much time to listen to music.
I hope to have more free time from next year.
I’m planning to take my children to the zoo next Saturday.

2 Choose the correct form (gerund or infinitive) in these sentences.

1 I always enjoy to see / seeing my friends.
2 I’m going to see / seeing it in the cinema as soon as it comes out.
3 We try to go / going to the theatre at least once a year.
4 We had a great time to play / playing silly games on the beach.
5 I’m planning to buy / buying some roller skates.
6 I’d like to have / having more free time, but it’s impossible at the moment.

can follow go do not normally follow go

Tip

Make sure you learn the

words in English for all your

free-time and leisure

interests. Write them in

your vocabulary notebook,

and use a dictionary or

internet search to find out

which ones can follow go.

Both forms are possible with like, love and prefer. The second is more commonly used in
American English.
I like going to restaurants. / I like to go to restaurants.
I don’t really like going shopping. / I don’t really like to go shopping.
We love cooking. / We love to cook.
Do you prefer watching sport live or on TV? / Do you prefer to watch sport live or on TV?

Tip

If you’re not sure if a

phrase is grammatically

correct, enter it into an

internet search engine.

You’ll probably see from

the search results whether

or not your version is

correct. This also works for

spelling, of course.
3 Write two sentences about your free-time activities using a gerund form.

4 Write two sentences about your free-time activities using an infinitive form.

















































44 4 Equal opportunities?

4
Exam skills 1

Giving two or more points or examples

1 It may be useful to give two related points together to support your argument.
Match the first points (1–4) with the second points (a–d).
1 Firstly, it’s a good idea to give examples 

in your talk.
2 It’s a good idea to give examples in 

your talk.
3 One thing to remember is that it’s a 

good idea to give examples in your talk.
4 Two important points to remember are 

(a) it’s a good idea to give examples in 
your talk and …

a (b) it’s a good idea to tell the listener
when you are giving more than one
example.

b Another is that it’s a good idea to tell
the listener when you are giving more
than one example.

c It’s also a good idea to tell the listener
when you are giving more than one
example.

d Secondly, it’s a good idea to tell the
listener when you are giving more
than one example.

2 How could you adapt the language in Exercise 1 to give three points or
examples?

Sequencing ideas

3 Put the sections of this example of a Part 2 talk about a former teacher in the
correct order, so they match the instructions on the card on page 42. 

Tip

Using the organizing

language in this section can

help to demonstrate your

ability to use spoken

English for purposes such

as explaining a complex

situation or negotiating.

I’ve chosen her because she was obviously really enthusiastic about the subject. Most of the teachers
I had were OK, but they gave the impression that it was just a job. Miss Zhang seemed really
passionate about both history and teaching it.

Another good thing about the lessons was that we didn’t always have to study in a conventional way.
For example, sometimes instead of writing an essay for homework, we were allowed to work with a
friend to write an imaginary dialogue between two historical figures. Then if we wanted, we could
perform it for the class, although there was no obligation to do that if we didn’t want to.

I’m going to talk about a history teacher I had at secondary school when I was about 15 years old.
Her name was Miss Zhang.

Secondly, she showed me how a teacher can use the students’ own creativity to help them learn.
Instead of just being a kind of audience for her lessons, we were involved in deciding what happened
in the lessons. If I ever have to teach anything, I’ll try to copy her method.

One of the best things about her lessons was that she gave us some control over what we studied and
how we studied it. For example, she used to divide the class into groups, and each group could pick
and choose which parts of the topic to study in more detail. Then we compared what we’d found out
with the other groups.

a q

b q

c q

d q

f q

I think Miss Zhang influenced me in two important ways. Firstly, she made me genuinely interested
in history. I still read books on history and watch TV programmes about it when I get the chance.

e q



454 Equal opportunities?

4

7 If you are working with a partner, take it in turns to give your talks. Refer to the
notes you made in Exercise 6. When you listen to your partner, do you notice
any areas which could be improved? After the talk, share your ideas about this.

8 The examiner often finishes this part by asking one or two ‘rounding-off’
questions. For example:

Do you think most of this teacher’s pupils appreciated his/her lessons?
Would you like to meet this teacher again now?

How would you answer these questions? Role-play asking and answering these
questions in pairs.

4 Read the talk in Exercise 3 again. Find and underline all the language for helping
the listener understand that you are giving two examples.

Prepare and practise

5 The first stage of preparing for a task like this is deciding who to talk about.
Which of these examples do you think would be most suitable, and why?

a A teacher from primary school. You don’t remember her particularly well, but she
taught you to read and write.

b A teacher from secondary school who taught you maths. You disliked him, you
didn’t learn much about maths, and you believe he was a bad teacher.

c A teacher from secondary school who taught you history. You learned a lot about
history, and you are still very interested in the subject.

d A college lecturer you have now for your degree. You find his lectures very
interesting, and you’re learning a lot from him.

6 Look at these notes for the talk 
about Miss Zhang (see Exercise 3). 
Make similar notes for your own talk. 
(You don’t have to make notes in 
the exam, but doing it now can help 
you prepare.) Remember the model 
you have just read. You will need 
enough notes to speak for a similar 
length of time, and with a similar 
amount of detail.

Tip

It can be a good idea to

refer to the task card

instructions, to show that

you are following it closely.

For example: … explain

how this teacher influenced

you (task card) ‘ I think

Miss Zhang influenced me in

two important ways.

Tip

It’s important to choose a

subject from your

experience which closely

matches the instructions

on the card.

Tip

Writing your notes in a

clear, organized format will

make them easier to refer

to while you are speaking.

l When, where and teacher’s name

l Why special – enthusiastic for subject and teaching it

l Why lessons were good:
– Pupils sometimes chose what to study
– Pupils allowed to create and act out dialogues

l How she influenced me:
– Made me interested in history
– Showed me a good way of teaching, using pupils’ creativity

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l





























































757 The world’s your oyster

7

Spotlight 2

Useful language for talking about the past 
and generalizing

Expressions for referring to times in the past

1 There are lots of words and phrases for expressing approximately when in 
the past an event occurred. Complete the sentences below using the words in
the box.

Try it first!

1 Before you study this section, try developing the theme of the previous section
into the more abstract area of travel and tourism in general. Work in pairs. One
person is the examiner, the other is the candidate. Here are some suggestions
for questions from the examiner.

l Why do you think tourism is so popular and still increasing in popularity?
l Do you think people always get what they were hoping for on holiday?
l Why is tourism so important to some economies?
l What environmental problems can be caused by tourism?
l What can be done to reduce these environmental problems?

2 Now reverse roles and discuss these questions.

l Millions of Western tourists visit holiday resorts in developing countries. What do
you think attracts them?

l What difficulties can Western visitors experience in developing countries?
l How can large numbers of Western visitors affect the lives of ordinary people in

developing countries?
l What do you understand by the phrase responsible tourism? 
l What can visitors do to ensure they are responsible tourists?

SPEAKING PART 3:  RESPONSIBLE TOURISM

In Part 3 of the Speaking test, the examiner asks further questions connected to the topic
of Part 2. These questions explore more abstract ideas and issues.

couple        few        just        long        other        recently        while

Tip

Show the examiner your

ability to be specific and

accurate when referring to

past time.

1 I was on a camping holiday .
2 I was on a camping holiday a ago.
3 I was on a camping holiday a months ago.
4 The day, I was looking at a holiday brochure.
5 I was looking at a holiday brochure a of weeks ago.
6 I was looking at a holiday brochure a day or two ago.
7 I was looking at a holiday brochure not very ago.



If you want to include something somebody said to you, remember the rules of reported
speech. Verbs usually go into the past. However, for something which is obviously still
true, putting the verb into the past can be optional.

They said (that) they (had) had a great time.

She said (that) the sea was freezing.

They said (that) they loved it there. / They said (that) they love it here/there.

He said (that) he hated flying. / He said (that) he hates flying.

If in doubt, change the verb to the past!

76 7 The world’s your oyster

7
The impersonal you

3 Change these sentences into reported speech.

1 ‘I’m not very happy with the hotel.’
She said …

2 ‘I can read a bit of the local language, but I can’t communicate.’
He said …

3 ‘I don’t want to eat in international chain restaurants.’
She said …

4 ‘We come here every year.’
They said …

5 ‘We’ve been coming here for the last ten years.’
They said …

6 ‘We’ve never been here before.’
They told me …

2 Rewrite these sentences using the impersonal you.

1 It’s possible to eat cheaply and very well in the local restaurants.
You can eat cheaply and very well in the local restaurants.

2 It’s necessary to book accommodation a long time in advance.
3 It’s not a good idea to take a car into the city centre.
4 It’s possible to use an international credit card to pay for most things.

Reported speech

When describing typical experiences, it’s often a good idea to use the impersonal you. 
For example, when talking about hotels:
In most hotels, you can’t check in until the early afternoon, and you usually have to check out by 

around 11 a.m.
Some older grammar books suggest one as an alternative to the impersonal you (e.g. One
doesn’t usually need to make a reservation.). This is now considered very old-fashioned and is
seldom used in spoken English.

We had a great time.

The sea’s freezing!

We love it here.

I hate flying.











81Four practice Speaking test role-plays

Part 1 (approximately 4 minutes)
In the first part, I’d like to ask you a few questions about yourself. Let’s talk about what
you do. Do you work, or are you a student?
If a student: What subject are you studying?

Why did you choose to study this subject?
What do you hope to do when you finish studying?

If working: What kind of work do you do?
Why did you choose this kind of work?
What kind of work do you want to do in the future?

Now let’s talk about your weekends. 
l What do you usually do at the weekends?
l What will you do next weekend?
l How important is it for you to relax at the weekend?
l Do you think you have enough free time for relaxing?

Now let’s talk about clothes and fashion. 
l Are clothes and fashion important for you? Why? / Why not?
l What kind of clothes do you usually wear?
l Are there some kinds of clothes that you don’t like?
l Has the kind of clothing you like changed over the years?

Part 2 (3–4 minutes, including preparation time)
I’m going to give you a topic, and I’d like you to talk about it for one to two minutes.
Before you talk, you have one minute to think about what you’re going to say. You can
make some notes if you wish. Here’s some paper and a pencil to make some notes. Here’s
your topic. I’d like you to describe a festival which is important in your country.

Speaking test 1

These role-plays cover more topics which may feature in the exam.

Student A: You are the examiner. Ask the questions. Try to keep to the times given.
Student B: You are the candidate. Answer the questions.

Four practice Speaking test role-plays

•  •  SPEA
K

IN
G

 •  •

Describe a festival which is important in your country. You should say:
what this festival is
when it occurs
what you did the last time it occurred

and explain what you like and dislike about this festival.

Now, remember that you have one to two minutes for this. Don’t worry if I stop you. I’ll
tell you when the time is up. Can you start speaking now, please?

(After the talk) Do you enjoy festivals in general?

Part 3 (approximately 5 minutes)
We’ve been talking about festivals in your country, and I’d like to discuss with you some
more general questions related to this. 
Let’s consider first of all the importance of national festivals. 
l How important are festivals in your country?
l Are festivals becoming more important or less important in your country?
l Why do you think most places have festivals?

Let’s move on from national festivals to private family celebrations. 
l What are the main events that families celebrate in your country?
l In some places, people spend a lot of money on celebrating important family events. 

Do you think this is a good way to spend money?
l Do you think commercial interests influence what happens in family celebrations? 

If so, how?





















918 Getting things sorted out 

8

1 Visitors can the main 
gate or the side gate in Easton Lane.

2 The path the sports 
ground for about 100 metres.

3 The seating three zones.
4 There’s a picnic area 

the main part of the wildlife park.
5 The ticket office the 

car park.
6 There’s a footpath 

the water tower to the barbecue area.
7 The information office is just a few 

metres .
8 You can get a snack or cup of coffee 

in the café .

Spotlight 2

Directions and locations

1 For each sentence, choose the correct option. In some sentences, both options
are correct.

1 After about 20 metres, turn right in / into Hedge Street.
2 Then go straight on until you come / arrive to some traffic lights.
3 From the main entrance, go pass / past the ticket office and into the café.
4 Walk down / along the corridor, all the way to the end.
5 Go up / down the stairs and when you get to the landing, you’ll see a small door.
6 Go over / round the bridge and park wherever you can find a space.
7 Take a left turn at / on the corner of the street.
8 It only takes a few minutes to walk across / through the park.

2 Complete the sentences below with the words and phrases in the box.

LISTENING SECTION 2:  SOCIAL NEEDS –
MONOLOGUE

Section 2 is a monologue relating to social needs and arrangements. It is often based on a
speaker giving information to an audience about the practical arrangements for an event,
or the facilities of an institution such as a college or business hotel. The level of difficulty
is slightly higher than Section 1. There are ten questions, and these may use any of the
Listening test formats. In Section 2, you may have to listen to directions and identify parts
of a map, or listen to a description of a place and match parts of it with locations on a
map.

adjoining        away        enter via        is divided into

is on the far side of        leading from        nearby        runs alongside
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Predicting and practising 3

Labelling a map
1 Look at the map and the text that goes with it in the exam question below.

What do you know about holiday villages? What features do they tend to have?
Where do they tend to be located? If you’ve never visited one, what do you
imagine they are like? Can you guess what any parts of the map are? 

2 Listen to the recording and do the exam task. When you have
finished, read the audio transcript on page 112 and underline all the language
which describes where things are relative to other things on the map.

20

Tip

The places on the map are

numbered in the order that

you hear them. The

lettered options do not

necessarily use exactly the

same words as the

recording. For example,

parking area in the

recording could be car park

on the page, or vice versa.

Tip

In the text-matching

format, the questions are

numbered in the order you

hear them, while the

lettered options are in a

different order. There may

be more options than you

need, or you may need to

use some of them more

than once. Read the options

and try to remember as

much as you can about

them before the recording

starts.

Focus on formats 3: map labelling and matching
The map-labelling task format requires you to identify the parts of the map by
understanding a description of their locations. The parts are numbered in the order that
you will hear them in the recording. A second type of map-labelling task requires you to
identify places on a map by following directions. The full-length Section 2 Listening test
on page 93 combines this type of map-labelling task with another form of task based on
matching: you have to match text with text. 

Questions 11–15

Look at the plan of the holiday village below. Choose FIVE answers from the box 

and write the correct letter, A–F, next to questions 11–15.

A Sea Breeze restaurant and bar

B barbecue area

C children’s play area

D shop

E main car park

F overflow car park






























































